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HE. inelosed account of the last 
sickness and death of Robert 
Cecil, first Earl of Salisbury, K. G. 
&e. &e. is eontained in a letter ad- 
dressed to James Mountague, Bishop 
of Bath and Wells, by Dr. Bowles, 
ihe Karl’s chaplain, and afterwards 
Bishop of Rochester. A copy of 
the original manuscript was pre- 
ented to the aatiqnary Peck, from 
whose Desiderata Curiosa the pre- 
sent communication is transcribed. 

Lord S. was the son of the Lord 
Treasurer Burleigh. 

Iam, sir, &c. 

S. Gd. 
Reverenp and my singular good 
Lord, you shall read in this diar ya 
ride and artless discourse; this 
bei ing my only pret face, that, to my 
utmost know ledge and remem- 
branee, here is nothing but simple 
truth and verity. 

We went from Kensington the 
23th of April, (1612) and lodged at 
iny Lord Chandos hishouse in Ditton. 
Where, when I came to my Lord, 
_ he bade me welcome ; and told me, 
~ 1 should go with him a long and 
~ ‘troublesome journey*. 1 replied, 
tat it was my duty so todo. And 
» ny Lord here ‘upon fell into a noble 
a dis scourse, tirst of nature, then of re- 
solution. © OF nature, that he thank- 
ed God that he had left his son that 
morning (whom he so loved that he 
Would willingly die for him) ee 
vut the year uing of his bowels, « 
any distempered passion or ative 
tion: —of resolution, that he had 
made his audit even with God; that 
he did neither fear death, nor affect 
* ‘lo Bath, 
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relief, but left it to the blessed will 
of God ; knowing full well, that b 
how much the sooner he should die, 
so much the sooner should he go to 
heaven: which, if he should not at- 
tain, he were of all men the most 
miserable. Further he was resolved 
(if God so pleased, it was all one to 
him) to be buried in Lath church: 
knowing that from any place there 
was a means of resurrection and a 
way to heaven.” 

On Friday, the 15th of May, he 
came out of his weakness, and had 
in the afternoon the clear use of his 
understanding, Among ather things 
divinely reme mbe red of him, he de- 
sired me to pray for him, “ te that 
he stood in great need of it.’ I 
thereupon br: ake with my Lord. and 
told him such things, and in such 
manner, as God enabled me, which 
he apprehended ; in general : yet most 
especially he marked one thing 
which Lalleged out of Austin, Nonne 
melius est ut. flaze llet te, et parcat tib?: 
quam ut parcat tibi et damnatte? “I 
have found,” said he, “‘ God’s great 
mercy tome in this long and te- 
dious sickness, who could have laid 
more upon me: but he hath disci- 
plined me with a fatherly correc- 
tion. I tell you Doctor Atkins, (his 
physician) you know I told you of 
my sickness.” And so reported all 
the passages of the sickness of his 
body. ‘ And,” saith he, “ you 
know how I conferred with Mr. 
Dean of Westminstert and yourself, 
concerning the state of my soul: 
how I truly confessed my sins, pro- 
fessed my faith, forgave all mine 


+ George Monteine, afterwards Bishep 
ef Lincoln, 
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a09 Account of the Death of the first Earl of Salisbury: [Apriy 
enemies, made my peace with God, die, and to be with Christ.” Whe, 

received the Messave ot meres trom fore | alleged two ext unple S to hin 
vou, and had the seal of the holy sa- the one of St. Martin, that spake 
crament. Know ve new, that lam these words upon his death- bed: 
of the same faith: Lam ofthe same Domine, st populo tuo sum NECESSy. 
religion. Idoubt not but God will ris, non recuso laborem.” And the 
have merey upon me for his son second of St. Paul, who said § 


i That 
s 8 


Jesus Christ his sake ; although tor him to die, i respect of binasel 
great and many have been my sins. were far better. But to abide in th, 
For which sins of mine God hath flesh was more needful tor the Phy. 
laid this sickness upon me.” Here T lippians.” “ O but,” said my Lord. 
remembered my Lord, “that God “lam unlike St. Paul. What am | 
had shewed him ereat wie rev. First, to St. Paul:”’—Sir Michael Hickos 
“payp,Sap | could have taken him took the speech and said, — al. 
tofanysin,as he did though jusérs est su? accusator n prii 
My Lord gave an cipio, vet his Lords ship was not jy 
other. and apprehend- that degree a sinner, but that he 
reat comfort, thatGed had might sooner find mercy at Gods 
m, and reserved him to hands than many others, if we co; 
Again, I told him, sider their sins.’ My Lord Wa 
sic kness was tedious upon did reply, “ that he did eov- 
tit did not tor- fess himself a ereat sinner. Thar 
guish and pain, his on ly trust was in the saving 
neither took away the power of his inercies of Christ. And that his ry. 
memory and understanding.” ‘ Of solution was: not to Commit sin, | 
all other thin gs,” quoth he, ey tind God spared him life. But that |. 
God's creat cvodness in this, that by Was prepared to lie, and knew tha 
a lingering disease, be hath weaned _ his sins, though red as scarlet, were 
me from human thoughts and cares; made as white as snow in the blood 
| liath taught me to know, there of Jesus Christ.” 
ppiness on earth; which At midnight he could not sleep, 
| willing to die, to but lay still, praving to God, ©: 
blessed place where is his merey, ane pardon of bite a sins 
+ misery. But yet one The sum of this prayer was red 
Ata I could net ble into four heads. — First, he 
»this resolution, if God kKnowledged God’s mercy it 
Were 1 me.” Itold laying greater punishme nt 
‘© TWO parables him, (for greater he neo? dese ri 
od’ rey. Secondly, inacknowledging his - 
nother of the which procured this Jed 
tival was at- Thirdly,in desiring God to give him 
imself. The patience in this creat tribu 
inde red, and Fourthly, that it would ne iS 
back. But to deliver him out of isto vaine ry bi 
and sought it, lite or death: and yet submitting 
and laid jt him to the absolute will of God. 
« Oh!” said On Baturcay, (May 16,) he ca’ 
ep am I! that for his physic laneasa all at us a! 
otten | ngeminating him, and desired me to pray. At 
nat sheep am |'” praver, he recommended himse:! 
i with the appre- his honourable friends, whom 
mercy in God to did not expect any more to 
ey, Twas something He commended his se rvants, 
ould have denied to to his Majesty ; and some to his: 
aden (inate aprons vecatse he pro- And this being done he leaned , 
fesse, “ he desired nothing but to his crutches, and lifted up his ¢)* 
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heaven. Llis gesture Was in the you thanks for your eood and ex- 
lk ness of a rapt passion, hismouth cellent pains in the morning. The 
ailing, lis hands stretching out; practice and power of religion being 
and he utte red this saying, “ O Lard the only happivess of man, without 
Jesus, now, sweet Jesus! let me which we are most miserable, you 
come unto thee! my audit is made, see here how God hath humbled 
let me come now, © Jesus, in the me, and laid his rod upon me, But 
strength of uy understankling } i =o strust in his mercy, because that 1 
the act of my me mory ! for, ifother- know [am one of those for whom 
wise, What will the pp" ople say? But, the blood of Christ was shed upon 
O Lord, Leare not ; thy will be done. the cross. I know likew se, ~ it 
tansate: I am safe—” and here God's power is made p rfe in 
the tears ran down from his eyes weakness: and that iis infinite 
and | stopped his speech 4 which was power is able to restore me, from 
seconded by the tears of ‘the stand- corruption to health. Bat Ido not 
ers by, that for a great while there expectit, but d sire rather to be un- 
was nothing but a mournful silence. burdened of all mundane care s, and 
Monday, (May 17.) Sir Jo hn Lla- toe njoy rest in the bose my of Abr: i- 
rington came to see my Lord; to ham. And if I die here, I shall 
whom my Lord said, © Sip Joke, willingly resign my soul to ia dd and 
now doth one cripple come to see contentedly; to be buried in Bath 
and visit another. ‘This it is. Death veurce 3 ; which I am glad to see so 
is the centre to whom we all do well be ithe’ within and without: 
move. Some diameter-wise; some —without, by reparations material; 
circularly: but all men must fail and within, with provision of such 
down to the centre. 1 know not, men as you are, to administer food 
Sir Johu, which of ustwo is nearest, spiritual. And this 1 would have 
but I think myseli, And it istrue, yon know, if God do call me, that 
moviendum est quia nati sumus: we | do embrace with all my heart 
must therefore die, because we were and soul, the religion publicly pro- 
born. Yet God, by his visitation, fessed in this land: and do hope 
hath sweetened death unto me; be- to be saved by the ‘lone merits of 
cause he hath given me the lights Jesus Christ. Now let me, I pray 
of his grace. And I know, that you, know the manner of your lec- 
though my sins were of a crimson ture.” And here my Lord heard all 
or scarlet hue, yet they shall be all the particulars, : 
bathed in the blood of the Lamb, May 22. My Lord was in great 
and shall be made whiterthan snow. fits, and asked many impertim nt 
I do not despair of life; and TI do not questions, the stre neth ot his disease 
fear death : God’s will be done, Lam prevailing upon him. But yet two 
prepared for it.” things are remarkable. — First, all 
The 20th of May, there preached the npertinent things mv Lord 
at the church one Master Russell, spoke of, were, as amenina rean, 
who finished his discourse on a text withoutany pession, impatience, or 
of scripture which he lormerly had fear. Secondly, they were o such 
bevun, which was, wy strength is things as took most impression in his 
made perfect in weakness. Tle made mind. For most of that talk was of 
an excellent sermon. Wherewithal his physic; or repeati:¢ of sen- 
my Lord being made acqnaunte ‘d, he  tenees and prayers ont of the book 
joyfully heard @ repetition of most of Common Pray: r, especialiv this 
points of the sermon; and com- one sentence, “aud take not thy 
manded me to bring him to him holy spirit from us.” Which he did, 
in the afternoon. Accordingly [because in divers conferences and 
breueht him to my Lord, to whom prayers betore, [T had told him, 
my Lord spake as followeth. “1 “ that God would not take away his 
sent tor you, Master Russell, to give holy spirit, though he sheuld take 
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AWAY tie spirit of life,’ One thing 
more there fell out, when my Lerd 
Tiny was by. Itold my Lord “ that 
God had given to us 2 POWE r, as his 
in Trams nisand ministe rs, to preac h 


remission of sins unto him? ”» And 
= asserted accord ng to the profes- 
sion of that faith and repentance 
which 4 saw in my Lord, I told 
hiin, “ that God did certify him by 
me, that he was in the ostate of sal- 
vation.” * Then,’ — my Lord, 
‘vou havea powe} ™ la nswered, 
“ Yes.”’ He said, “FE rom ae ‘nee? » 
said, * From the church, by impo- 
sition of hands.” He asked,. “ From 


whence the church had it?” I said, 
From Christ.” ‘** OQ,” said he, 
ed th: at smvy comfort: ded ] am hap- 
py. it his was s spok a in broken 
and disjointed sentences, according 
to the weakn.ss of his bedy. aon 
Saturday ve went to MI: irlboroug h. 
On Sur nday (May 24,) the Lords 
commanied me to preach at the 
church. After sermon, we came 
into his chamber, where we found 
him very weak, and no posture 
could give him ease. We went to 
prayer: and though my Lore’s 
we: hes ‘ss was very much, yet, with 
a devout gesture, standing upon his 
crutches, he with affection repeated 
the material parts and passages of 
the prayer. And all the rest of the 
time, till we went to dinner, all his 
speech was nothing but of Jesus 
Christ, with such short ejaculations 


as the wéakness of his body did 
give him leave. After dinner, Doc- 


tor Poe did rise, and I came unto 
him. My Lord’s head lay upon 
two pillows upon Master ‘Town- 
send’s lap. Ralph Jackson was 
mending the swing which .pported 


hin. ‘ So,” saith he, ‘ lift me up 
but thisonce.” ‘Then he called to 
Poctor Poe for his hard. Which 
having, lie vripe) it somewhat hard, 
when his eyes began to settle; and 
oe cried * O Lord— ” and so sinked 
down, withour groan, or sigh, or 
strag sng At the same instant, ] 
joined a with him, ‘ that 
Cod viene receive his soul and spl- 
20d 


vit; which aoa words being sud- 
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denly spoken by me, he was clean 
gone, and no breath nor motion in 
him. 

This was the manner of my Lord’s 
journey to Path, and from thence to 
Marlborough, where he died the 
94th of May, being the Sabbath 
dav. And I doubt not but it was 
the passage of one sabbath to ano- 
ther—unto his eternal rest and quiet- 
ness. Which if he should not have, 
guid est volaticum mundi gaudiun? 
saith Tertullian. What is the wing- 
ed pleasure of this life in regard of 
eternal misery? But if he baler. 
quis separabit 2 Who Shall separate 
us from the love of Christ, who hath 
prepared for us eternal life? 

ee 

SKETCHES OF THE REFORMATION. 

NO. XI. 


FRIVATB SENTIMENTS 
REFORMERS. 


OF THE 


Durixc the bloody persecutions 
which took place in the reign of 
Queen Mary, the Commissioners 
appointed for the examination and 
punishment of heretics, expressed an 
intention of engaging Hooper, ar- 
rar, Bradford, and the others who, 
on account of religion, were im- 
prisoned with them, in a public 
disputation with some popish di- 
vines. These reformers, on receiv- 
ing this intelligence, were induced 
to draw up and publish a protesta- 
tion in which they declared; that 
they would consent to dispute 0 only 
in one way; viz. In writing ; stating 
at the same time, fully and sutistae- 
torily, the reasons which had ied 
them to adopt this resolution. And 
fearing lest they should be de ‘prived 
of any other opportunity of bearing 
their open testimony to those traths 
for the sake of which they were 
ready to endure the utmost extre mi- 
ty of suffering, they exhibited, 
the same protestation, a siabaieh 
of their faith: in which faith they 
allexpressed their unalterable deter- 
mination toliveand die. Fox has pre- 
served a copy of this valuable docu- 
ment; an extract or two from whick 












will serve to throw light on the pri- 
yate sentiments of our reformers, on 
gome important points, 


THE CHURCH. 

« We confess and believe that the 
Catholic Church, which is the spouse 
of Christ, asa ment obedient and 
loving wife doth embrace and fol- 
low the doctrine of the Scriptures, 
in ; all matters of religion ; and there- 
fore is she to be keard accordingly : 
so that those who will not hear this 
Church, thus following and obcying 
the uel of her husband, we account 
as heretics and s¢ chismatic s, accord= 
ing to this saying, ‘ If he will not 
hear the Chr Kilt ag let him be unto 


» 


thee as a heathen’. 
JUSTIFICATION. 


« We beheve and confess con- 
cerning justification, that as it com- 
eth only . from God’s mercy through 
Christ, so it 1s pe rceived and had “of 
none, who be of years of discretion, 
otherwise than by. faith only: w hich 
faith is not an opinion, but a certain 
persuasion wrought by the Holy 
Ghost in the mind and heart of man, 
by which, as the mind is Heeiined, 
so the heart is suppled to submit 
itself to the will of God unteignedly, 
and so sheweth forth an inherent 

righteousness, which is to be dis- 
cerned, [distinguished] in the arti- 
cle of justification, from the righ- 
teousness which God endueth us 
withal in justifying us, although in- 
separably they go together. And 
this we do not. for curiosity or con- 
tention sake, but for conscience 
suke, that it might be quiet: which 
it can never be, if we confound, 
without distinction, forgiveness of 
sin and Christ’s justice [righteous- 
ness] imputed to us, with regenera- 
tion and inherent righteousness. By 
this we disallow the papistical doc- 

trines of freewill, of works of super- 
erogation, of inerit, of ‘the necessity 
of auricular confession, -and satis- 
faction to Godward.” 

The protestation from which these 
©xtracts have been taken was sign- 
ed on the 8th May, 1554, by the 
following persons, of each of whom 
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I have, for the satisfaction of your 
readers, added a short account. 

1. Robert Menaven. (Dr. Robert 
Farrar, Bishop of St. David’s.) This 
excellent and learned prelate had 
been remarkably zealous, during the 
reign of Edward VI. in promoting 
the reformation. Soon after the 
accession of Queen Mary, a number 
of frivolous articles were exhibited 
against him; on which he was seiz- 
ed and imprisoned, and after many 
vexatious examinations was degrad- 
ed, and condemned to be ‘weeny 
This sentence, which he endured 
with admirable constancy, was exe- 
cuted upon him in the town of Caer- 
marthen, onthe 30th May, 1555. 

2. Rowland Taylor. ‘The Rey. 
Dr. Rowland Taylor was vicar of 
Hadley in Suffolk, and a man of 
eminent piety and learning. Tle 
was highly esteemed by Cranmer, 
through whose rec ommendation be 
obtained the living of Hadley, Soon 
after the accession of Queen Mary, 
he was apprehended and thrown 
into prison, Where he remained till 
the month of February, 1555, when 
he was conv ey ed to Oldham Com- 
mon, in the vicinity of Tfadley, and 
thare burnt. 
his imprisonment he manifested a 
fearlessness of death, and a cheer- 
fulness, which did not forsake him 
even in that trying hour when he 
was called to seal the truth with lis 
blood. 

3. John Philpot, of Tenterden. He 
was burnt at Wye, in January, 1557. 

4, John Bradfor d. He was chap- 


lain first to Bishop Ridley and af- 


terwards to king Edw ard VI. dur- 
ing whose reign he distinguished 


himself by his zeal as a preacher, in 


reproving sin, opposing heresy and 
error, inviting sinners to Christ their 
re esse T, and earne stly exhorting 
them to a hely life. In August, 
1553, the first year of Mary’s reign, 


he was seized and thrown into pri- 
son, where he continued till the 
month of July, 1555, when he suf- 
fered by firein Smithfield. At the 
~~ of bis martyrdom, he appeared 


» have forgotten his own private 


Duri ing the whole of 
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as 


gricis, and to have 


8G Sheich« s of hi 


thoucht only of 


those of the nation, Some of his 
hast words were, ** O lhoclhana, bier 
laud, repent ol thry Sills; DeEWure of 
wWolatryv, beware or Antichrist.” 
ee Ra of vod comtort.”” said he to 
the vouth who suffered with him, 
“fwe shall have amerry supper with 
the Lordthis meht.’ 


the end ot lite the:ntinrate friend and 


Ties ontimued to 


confidential correspondent ot Rid- 
Jey 


* Asit has been too much the practice 
of late with same period) ia writers to de- 
grade Bradford in the eves of their readers, 
resembling tu this, astm some other points, 
his papistical persecutors, T shall take the 
liberty of adding ina note some testimo- 
Dies to his eminent worth, which Ridley, 
whom the same persons, somewhat per- 
Vorseiyv, prof ss to hold in ereatl admira- 
tion. has lett behind bim. In one of Ins 
letters to Bradford, Ricley thus writes: 
“s Dear Brother, the time is now come 
when it pl aseth God tor Christ our sa- 
happy are 
you that ever you were born thus to be 
an ake at the Lord’s calling. ‘Well doi ne 
thou coo and faithful servant, because 
thou hast been faithfulin few things, he 


viour’s sake to bid you come: 


shal place thee over many things, and 
thou sualt enter into the JON ot thy Lord,’ 
fit be not the pla 
man, but the holy man coth by Christ 


e that doth sanetity the 


: ; . 
~ > 4 ¢ , ’ 
Saneciry tire pia 


, then, Brother Bradford, 


bap; ry al rd he! Vv shal! be that place wh iere- 


n thou sha!t sufier, and which shall with thy 
i ; 


ashes in Chiist’s cause be sprinkled over 


withal. All thy country may rejoice of 
thee. that ever it breught forth such a one, 


which won Id render his lite again in HIS 
cause of whom he received it. 
be tke Ho!lv Trinity for your thi 


fession. Ehave read all three with creat 


de an slessed 


efold ec on- 


eomfort and joy and thauksaiving unto God 
for his manifold eifts of crace, wherewith it 
vou mighti- 


by.” The same Bishop, on the occasion of 
: Pp: , 1" { 


BB Inamiuest that (,00 Od assist 


athedral about 
the close ef King Ediwara’s reign, wrote to 


Gr Iohn Gates and Sir Wiliam Cecil re- 
Guesuhs that th: ince miczht be given to 
Bradford, vb 2s ce," 
sari he { re mor rthy tobe a Br 
5} $tias j we of - r fe. lOps i- 
reniv tobe sh P > And het 
the anpointinent t und, that he 
bemselt was y mee tf iearned men’s 
rsiri | ana ¢i ce riuliey s L, i¢ Y) 
madicr j?- Q 
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PRIL, 
wd Gloc, (John 


Llooper, Bishop of Worcester and 
Gloucester.) In the reign of Hey. 


ry VIll. he had been obliged to quit 


Cie kingdom on account of his re- 
iigious opintons. But on the death 
OF that monarch he came to London 


74 
at 


j. John W gorn. 


where, for some time, Was his 
practice to preach once or twice 
every day to immeuse crowds that 


flocked to hear him. At length le 
Was called to preach before Kine 
wy . S 
miward, by whom he was mede 


Bist hop of Glouceste r,and afterwards 
of Worcest eT. On the accession of 
Mary, he was one of the first who 
was apprehended on the score of 
religions and after a tedious in ITI 
SONMTICHE, he Was COnVE V e “ to Glos. 
cester, where he suflered martyr- 
dom in February, The tor- 
iments he was called to endure were 
peculiarly severe. Owing to the 
weather, it was three quarters of an 
hour aiter the fire was kindled 

hy} before it reached his 


LASS. 


around him, 
Vitals: and during the whole of that 
time he betrayed no symptom of 
Impatience; but with a surprising 
fortitude bore the extremity of cor- 
poral pain, until his soul, 
trom its pris¢ 


relieved 
n, took its felt io God, 

6. Fadward Crome, Oy this di- 
vine, Ridley 


letter 
to Hooper, 66 ‘| pray you, Brother 


salute in my name that reverend Fa 

ther your fellow prisoner Dr. Crome, 
by WHO, since the first day that I 
heard of his most godly and fatherly 
constancy 1m coutessing the truth of 
the Gospel, 1 have conceived great 
consolation and yoy in the Lord. 
For the integrity and upright- 
ness, the gravity and innoecency of 
that man, almost all England I think 
hath known long ago. Viessed be 
(god thereiore, who in such over- 


hus Spi eaks ina 


flowing of ungodliness, and such de- 
cay of piety, hath given to usin this 
Fathers reverend old age, such a 
Witness for the truth of jis Gospel. 
Truly wretched is he, whom the 
piety and coustant coulession of 
worthy, so grave, and innocent a 
man, Willi not move to acknowledge 
and coufess the truth of Gedo? — 
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John Rogers. ‘The Rev. John 
Rogers was vicar of St. $ 
anil reader of St. Paul’s, 
While Chaplain to the English fac- 
tory at Antwerp, he had assisted 
Tindal in’ translating the New ‘Tes- 
farmeut. On the death - Llenry 


Sepulchre’ s, 
i London. 


VIII. he came to England, and af- 
rerwards received from Bishop Rid- 
y the above ap porntine nts. Con- 
miuing faithfally to preach the Gos- 
pel after the accession of Mary, af 
the ims stigation ol Bonner tie was 
sent to Ne wegate, and placea among 
the common felons, where he re- 
maned till the 4th of February, 

1555; on which day he was t ken 
to Smithfie ld and burnt. le was 
ofivred a pardon by the way and at 
the stake, if he would recant: but 
he refused, His wife, accompanied 
by his eleven children, one at the 
breast, met him as he went; but 
even this sight did not shake his con- 
stancy: he cheerfully bade them 
farewell, and embraced death for 
the sake of Christ. 

s. Laurence Saunders. 'This faith- 
ful ininister of Jesus Christ enjoyed 
the living of All-Hallows, Brea I- 
street, at the be inn ng ot M: ary’s 
reign: but he soon became the ob- 
ject of persecution sand afteran im- 
prisonment of 15 mouths, he was 
brought te the stake, where he wit- 
nessed a good confession, on the 
Sth February, 1555. 

0. Edmund Laurence. This I take 
to be the same, who by Fox is called 
the Rev. John Laurence: for he 
also was contined in Newgate at the 
same time with Bradford, and the 
other persons already mentioned, 
Of this however, I speak doubting- 
ly. On the 20th of Mareh, 1555, 
the Rev. J. Lawrence was bert at 
Colchester. 

10. Miles Coverdale. He had as- 
sisted ‘Tindal in effecting the first 
version of the Sc ripture s into Eng- 
lish, publishe ‘din 1537, and rep ub- 
lished with notes in 1340. In 1551, 
he succecded to the see of Exe wes 
On the change of religion in Mary’s 
reien, he was e jected from his bi- 
ehopric aud thrown into prison, trom 


—s _— 


which he was released at the earnest 
request of the King of Denmark, 
and permitted to go into banish- 
ment. Tle returned to Pagiand on 
the accession of Elizabeth, but re- 
fused to be restored to his see. 

I have been thus partie thar an my 
account of the individuals who sign- 
ed this protestation, that the senti- 
ments there expressed may want no 
part of che weight which justly be- 
longs to thers and that, as the writ- 
ings of several of these men may 
hereafter be referred to, your rea- 
ders may have some previous know- 
ledge of their character. In the 
meantime [ beg to revert to the ex- 
tracts from the protestation which 
are inserted above. 

From the first extract we learn 
that these holy inartyrs regarded 
heresy and schism, as consisting 
in refustng to hear the CRMOER, white 
it follows and obeys the word of 
Christ. But the point to areted I 
wish particulariv to call the at- 
tention of your readers is the view 
of justification which is exhibited in 
the second. flere albis plain, and 
express, and unambiguoas., Jzusti- 
tification cometh OnLy from God’s 
mercy through Christ; and it is had 
of none, who be of years of discre- 
tion, otherwise than by rarrn ONLY. 
Again: this justi ifving faith is 
wrouglit inthe heart hy the Holy Ghost; 
and its efects are to enlighten the 
mind, to render it wnfel: onedly suls- 
missive tothe will of God, and to pro- 
duce in it inherent righteousness, or 
sanctification. Observe also hovw 
very carefully these holy men dis- 
tinguish between justification and 

sanctification, which vet “ imsepa- 

rably gotogether.” By the former 
we obtain forgiveness of sin and are 
accounted righteous before Ged, 
through the 1 righteousness of Christ 

‘imputed to us,” and received by 

faith only. By the latter we are re- 
generate, made uew creatures, mn- 
herently righteous or holy, the mind 
beingenlis ohtened with divine know- 
ledge, and the will being wholly 
subjected to that of Gad. 


Let the statement of these noble 
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confessors be compared with the 
confused and unintelligible hypo- 
theses which have been framed on 
this fundamental doctrine of Chris- 
tianity by some of our modern di- 
vines:—take for ex: imple Mr, Dau- 
beny’s chapter on Justific: ition in his 
Vindicie, or Mr. Pearson’s letter on 
the same subject, or such writings 
as those of Dr. Waterland :-—and 
their contraricty will soon appear. 
But it is not for the purpose 
merely of deciding a controverted 
question in speculative theology, 
however important, that I have pro- 
duced the above quotation. I am far 
more anxious that your readers 
should ap ply the we ighty testimony 
which is there: addeced, to their own 
consciences ; than that they should 
employ it in adjusting the compa- 


rative claims of others to the title of 


orthodox. Let them remember that 
the doctrine there stated and de- 
fended is a practical doctrine: and 
that it will be of no avail to have 
contended ,however strenuously, for 
its truth anil importance, ii ‘they 
have not themselves exper jonced its 
power and efficacy. The inquiry 
then which I would principally urge 
them to make is this: “ Am I looking 
for salvation only from God’s mercy 
through Christ; and do I possess that 
faith, the work of God’s holy spirit, 
which, issuing in true holiness,—in 
mibaianin to ‘the divine will, en 3 in 
active obedience,—is the only satis- 
factory evidence of my acceptance 
with God?” And the comparison 
which! would principally urge them 
to instttute,is that of their hearts and 
lives with the holy law of God, with 
the character of Jesus Christ, and 
with the bright transcript of that 
character, which shone forth in thoes 
holy men who “ resisted unto blood, 
striving against sin.” " 


EE 

To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
SiR, 

Tr you think the inclosed lettersupon 

subjects connected with the cha rac 

ter and duties of aclergyman, likely 


to be useful to those who have Jat, ly 
ente ‘red into the ministry , they are 
much at your service, a 
bam, sir, 
Your constant reader, 


M.A, 


LETYERS TO A YOUNG CLERGYMAN. 
LETTER I. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Ir gave me sincere pleasure to hear, 
that you have entered upon the du- 
ties of vour oflice, and have obtaine d, 
at so early an age, a living of your 
own, in which you have a prospect 
of being fixed for lite, in a station 
where you will have full scope for 
professional exertion. | I shall most 
readily comply with the wishes vow 
so e arnestly express of giving vou 
my advice on any points in which 
it may be wanted. Had your ex- 
cellent father been living, niv coun. 
sel would have been unnec anes ry: or 
had it pleased God to spare him till 
you were of suilicient age to ob- 
serve his conduct, you would have 
had only to re ‘collect and copy his 
ex ample. J am conscious that my 
advice can but ill supply the place 
of his instructions. 

And now, my dear Sir, before I 
answer any of the questions which 
you have proposed to me, permit 
me to put ome inquiry to yoursell, 
—what is the grand object you pro- 
pose to yourse lf in becoming a Mi- 
nister? W hy have you entered into 
orders, and what do you aim at ef- 
fecting? All your exertions and 
usefulness as a clergyman will de- 
pend entirely uponthe answer which 
conscience may give to these en- 
quiries. Your neighbour Mr. S— 
makes no scruple to profess that hes 
design in taking orders was to qua- 
lify himselfto receive the income 
of some family pre ferment,by which, 
when added to his own fortune, he 
might be enabled to live in a stile 
of great comfort. This object he 
has attained: his house is commo- 
dious and in excellent repair ; his 
garden is well stocked; his wines of 
the best fl avour; his ‘table plenti- 
fully furnished; and be is surroupt- 
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ed by a number of cheertul friends, 
with whom he lives on a footing oft 
he most pleasant intercourse, At 
the same time S— has no concep- 
Hon that he neglects his duty ; he 
resides gener ally at his parsonage, 
nreavhes eatarly, takes the pains 
of ths out the best sermons he 
eon find, and aduitn'sters the sacra- 
nicht to% any sick persous who desire 
ile ¢ nde. avours to do his duty, 


as pe calls it, decently ; and he is 
thoucht by most te perform it very 
resp ctaviv. it is true, ly 1c does hot 
«pacail in birth? with seuls © until 


Christ be formed in them,” nor is he 
“ instant i season and out of season”’ 
in his ministerial labours. It is no 
part of his p slain to take extraordina- 
ry pains, nor does he see any neces- 
sity for 1t. 

Our acquaintance Mir. F— pro- 
poses tohimself something more than 
this. He wishes to bring his parish 
into good order; and he has in some 
measure sueceeded. Tle has la- 
“ate d assiduously to persuade all 
his flock te come to church, and the 
attenaance is certainly very full. 

t 3 he CON APEL ration be haves also Vi ith 
remarkable pro priety. very per- 
son brings his prayer book, and 
makes the responses with a re@ula- 
ritv which indicates more than or- 
dinary attention, F— bas taken 
much pains to improve the singing, 
Which, fora country parish is ex- 
cellent. "Phe children are regularly 
baptized, and taught to repeat the 
catechism; and he imsists on their 
attending th confirmation, [may 
add, ilrat since he suecceded to the 
liv} ing the number of communicants 
is more than doubled. The parish 
is in general orderly, the uel 
lic houses well regulated, and ther 
e few instances of very scandalous 
me AE | must, moreover, do 
him the justice to remark, that it 
has not been without much atten- 
tion and constant endeavours on his 
part, that his flock has been brought 
into the state J have described. This 
unquestionably, as far as it goes, 1s 
well, and highly to be commended : 


and Lonly lament that the views of 


Churier. Opsery. No. 52, 


our friend have been so limited, and 
that he did not even intend to do 
more than he has effected, 

‘Take care then, my dear Sir, that 
you form just and comprehensive 
views of your pastoral obligations, 
and that the ob jects you propose to 
yourse It be not only right im them- 
selves, but that the ‘y be of that noble 
andelevated kind which C hristianity 
recommends to your pursuit. For this 
purpose collect from the New ‘Testa- 
ment whatis re quire ‘dof the ministers 
of Christ. You will there find that the 
Son of God came down from heaven 
with the express view of gathering 
to himsclt, out of the corrupt world, 
a society of persons who should be 
holy ind se parate from sinners, who 
should be delivered from the pollu- 
tions that are in the world through 
lust, and become partakers of the 
divine nature; and when our bless- 
ed Lord had finished his course 
upon earth, he committed to lis dis- 
cp slesthe same service. They were, 
in Christ’s stead, to beseech sinners 
to be icotihied to God; to make 
known the means of reconciliation ; 
and to give themselves wholly up to 
the work of the ministry, and to the 
edification of the church. 

In this view of the subject two 
things particularly deserve our at- 
tention: viz. the condition of man- 
kind by nature, and that of these 
who are turned from darkness to 
light, and translated into the king- 
dom of Christ. Now thon oh lhave 
bo partic nlar | cnowle dee O; ‘the state 
of your parish, I can easily co Nye C- 
ture what it is, from knowing the 
general state of mankind. The 
greatest part of your parishioners 
are doubtless acting only upon 
worldly motives, without any decp 
sense of religion, or any ust views 
of the benefits ot the redemption ( t 
Christ Jesus. In av ord they are 
not faithtul disciples of Christ and 
obedient subjects of his kinedom- 
but alicnated from God, resting 7 
the torm of Godliness (it indeed 
they rest in any thing or maintain 
even the form of religion.) withe ut 
the power of it, and theveiore su Lject 
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toeverlasting condemnation. Nowas 
Christ gave a general commission 
to his tirst apostles to £<o through all 
th world, and pre ach the Gospel Lo 
every creature, so he has entrusted 


you with the particular charge of the 


soulsof your parish. ‘These you are 
to endeavour by all the means in 
Vo ur power, to Ce yvinee of their 
sinful state, to awaken, alarm, and 
effectually to convert. Y ou are fo 
give yourselfup to tis work as you 
will answer it to Jesus Christ at the 


day of iudgme nt; to make it your 
chief object in life to bring back 

these wandering sinners to their 
heaven!y father. And if any of 
them give heed to your instruc tions, 

and appear sensible of their fallen 
state, and desirous to be renewed in 
the spirit of their minds, over these 
von are to watch with particular so- 
licitude, guarding them against 
every wail way, building them up 
in the religion of Christ, exhorting 
them to maintain a constantand live- 
ly communion with God by faith 
and prayer, teaching them their en- 
tire dependance on the grace of 
Christ, and urging them ws live no 
longer to themselves but to him who 
loved them and gave himself for 
them. 

It is very evident, that while you 
entertain these views, and are pro- 
perly influenced by them, your ex- 
ertions will be unwearied. You 
will soon see that you havea task to 
execute, sufficient to engross your 
whole time. You will clearly per- 
ceive that the public ministrations of 
the Sunday form but a very small 
part ofa clergy man’s duty. 

It isthe misfertune of your neigh- 
beur S— that he entertains no such 
views, either of the present state of 
his flock, or of that to which it ought 
to be his endeavour to bring them— 
tie thinks his parishioners. in gene- 
ral to be already as good as others, 
and as good, considering the frailty 
of human uature,as they can be ex- 
pected to be. He acknowledges 
that they are very ignorant, but so 
are the chief part of m: ankind, and 
their cilia he conceives ren- 


ders them the less guilty. He al. 
lows that they neglect many duties. 
and that they do many thingswhich 
they ought not todo: -—but Who is in- 
nocemt? who has not many transeres- 
sions to answer for? God will un. 
doubtedly make a charitable allow. 
ance for our weakness and rai Ity, 
and be mereiful to our. sins. And 
he trusts that all or almost all his 
flock will at Jength, through the 
mercy of God, arrive safely in hea. 
ven, since none, at least very few, of 
them have been culty of public Out. 
rage, or materially injured their 
ne ingly As for canting hypo- 
crites and bigotted enthusiasts, lre 
considers them as much worse than 
others who make no pretences to 
piety, both as being secretly no bet- 
ter than the rest of mankind, and as 
being manifestly guilty of unchari- 

tableness and putte ‘d up with  spiri- 
tual pride. 

Upon S—’s principle how can he 
take any more pains than he does, 
or why should he? His flock are, if 
not entirely what they ought to be, 
vet what, ‘considering the state of 
the world, they alway swill be. He 
entertains no hope, and indeed but 
little desire, of their becoming much 
better; and especially he expects no 
material change to be wrought 
through his ministry. His _ inade- 
quate: conceptions of the corruption 
of human nature, and his low stand- 
ard of Christian holiness, therefore, 
absolutely preclude him trom doing, 
nay even from attempting to do, 
much good to his people. 

The views of F— concerning the 
state of his parishioners are not m2- 
terially different. Having brought 
them to attend church with toleia- 
ble regularity, and to be decen 
their outward conduct, he to aka 
that little more is necessary for thei 
ov will be required from them. They 
are, in general, he is disposed 
think, good Christians. Doubtiess 
they night be better, and he hopes 
ther ‘vy will grow wiser and better con- 
tinually, but he does not expect 


much visible improvement; and as 


they ave, he trusts the mercy of God 
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through the merits of Christ will 
cover their imperfections, and gra- 
ciously receive them to heaven “ hen 
they die. Of a few indeed in his 
arish he stands in doubt—Some 
never attend public worship; two 
or three are noted poachers, and 
supposed to be smugglers ; one man 
he suspects to be a jacobin ; and 
there are a few methodists who are 
too proud to be taught by him. 
Against all these, however, he has 


borne his testimony in the pulpit, 


and is theretore cuiltless of their 
doom. 

I believe that Mr. F— is in a 
certain degree desirous to perform 
his duty faithfully,—and possessing 
ashe does au amiable disposition, 
and credit for conduct generally 
correct, it.1s greatly to be regretted 
that his viewsare not of a more ex- 
alted kind, The defectlies in his 
low estimate of the Christian cha- 
racter. He confounds Christianity 
with external decorum and the 
more sober practices of the world. 
He considers man as needing a little 
improvement rather than an entire 
renewal. Te is not sensible that the 
nature of man is radically corrupt, 
and that his natural virtues are as 
defective as his vices are odious. He 
does not see that the object of a na- 
tural man is purely selfish, while a 
Christian lives to God; that the one 
seeks his own ease, the other the di- 
vine glory ; that the principle from 
which the one acts is corrupt, that 
which influences the other holy ; 
that vary or gild the vices of the 
worldly man, or so reform him as 
to render him respectable in the 
eyes of mankind, still he will be of 
the world, worldly, and there will 
be an essential difference of charac- 
ter between him and a Christian; 
that a genuine believer in Christ 
necessarily makes the care of his 
soul his principal object; that he 
hungers and thirsts after righteous- 
hess, striving earnestly to be re- 
newed in the spirit of his mind ; 
and struggling with an internal prin- 
ciple of evil, maintains a warfare 
with himself, labours to crucify the 
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flesh with its corrupt affections, re- 
nounces the world according to his 
baptismal engagement, and in a 
word, being in Christ, is A NEW 
CREATURE. 

A Christian, my friend, is one 
who practically understands the 
doctrines involved in such passages 
of Scripture as these; “ I beseech 
you, Brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable un- 
to God, which is your reasonacle 
service: and be not conformed to this 
world ; but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and accept- 
able, and perfect will of God.” 
Rom, xii. J. ‘* Having therefore 
these promises, let us cleanse our- 
selves from alli filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, pefecting holiness in the 
fear of God.”? 2 Cor. vil. 1. “Tam 
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me; and the lite which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for-me.” Gal. ii. 20. 
“If ye then be risen with Christ 
seek those things which are above 
where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God.—Set your affections 
on things above not on things on the 
earth. For ye are dead and your 
life is hid with Christ in God.” 
Col. iii, 1. “ Ye are not your own; 
for ye are bought with a price 3 
therefore glorify God in your body 
and in your spirit which are God’s,” 
1 Cor. vi. 19. © Brethren, I count 
not myself to have apprehended; 
but this one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press towards 
the mark for the prize of the hich 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Phil.ii. 13. “ They that are after 
the flesh do mind the things of the 
flesh, but they that are after the spi- 
rit the things of the spirit. But ye 
are not inthe flesh but in the spirit, 
if so be that the spirit of God dwell 
inyou. Now if any man have not 
the spirit of Christ, he is none of bis.’ 
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Rom. Vii. Dd. , The i uit ot the Spi- 
rit 1s OVE, JOV, peace, long sul- 
fering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
And they 
that are Christ's have crud ified the 
tiesi: with the 


Piiee kine Ss, TH HpPeranee, 


affections and lusts.’”’ 
Goal. v. 22. © Because ve are sons, 
God hath sent forth the spirit of his 
son into your hearts, crying Abba, 
Father.” Gal. iv. 6. 

rom the tenor of these passages 
vou will judge what manner of per- 
sons the diseipl sot Christ ought to 
be. And now, my cear triend, it 
must be the orand object to which 
Vou lg vote your whole thme and ta- 
lents, to bri (ag your tlock to expe- 
rience the power, and to live under 
the rntluence of the principles SO 
strikingly expressed in these serip- 
tures; that they may be “a chosen 
mipeiehen. a royal priesthood, a 
pe ‘people, that they may shew 
ary tiie praises ot his Who hath 
called them ont Ag darkness into his 
marvellous lig and that they may 
be presente ig t the last day as pure 
Mit mabers ot the 
Christ, “not having spot or wrinkle, 
or any such thing,” and that you 
may rejoice in that dav that you 
«* have not run in vain, neither la- 
boured in vain.” 

For this purpose you % ire Aree 
ed 3 im inister of Jesus Christ. You 
re ‘ea salary as his euninnt. that 
conabaiiags by secular affairs, 
attend to this very thing 
continualiv. And bear it ever in 
mind. I entreat vou, that this is to 
be the busine-s of vour life; that 
nothing inust he suflered to inuter- 
fere with it; that your time is to 
be employed in the service of your 


= 


you MAN 


Oa ROE 
flack, your talents devoted to their 


‘ . a : 
if iTe °: and lhh a word, ibat the dle- 


sire nearest VOouUur neart, which vou 
. } — ’ : 
miust be daily watching, praying, 


aud jabouring to accomplish, should 
be to stave yoursclf and them that 
} That God may enable 
you to do this eflectually, is the ear- 


) oraver of vour. afkectionate 
j ile 
— 
De As 


rlorious church ot 
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AmonGs?t the methods which hay, 
been devised by those who 


ire 
friends to the ecclesiastics! estal 
lishment in this kinedom, for ” 
creasing the congregations tn oy; 
churches, there is one whieh }.¢ 
hot received ali the att ntion that it 


deserves : thous I it IS THE HwvOst 
cient and obvious of . 
proposed, Imean, that of tate rec 
ing the laity in the erection of 
churches and eh: ipe Is. 

Those who preter the dissenting 
mote of worship, usually find Jittle 
difliculyy in procuring a convenient 
place of meeting, wherever a con- 
eregation can be obtained: while 
the friends of the establishment are 
surrounded with difficulties im their 


11) 
al 


' 
Il the methods 


attempts to inerease the number of 
churches, how a fiereut soever the 
existing number may be to accom- 
mocdate C people. 

In order to procure a dissenting 
place . pote nothing more is 
necessary than the union of a few 
opulent persons, who are of ability 
to purchase a small plot of gronnd, 
and erect a convenient building. 
Even the numerous, though small, 
contributions of the peorer class are 
often sufficient for this purpose. 

If the lattv are desirous of re- 
taining in therr own hands th pre- 
sentation to the church which they 
ire proposing to erect,an act of Par- 
lament becomes necessary, which 
cannot be ebtained without a con- 
siderable expense, besides the, con- 
sent of the diocesan, the patron, and 
incumbent of the parish church. 

Wh V the consent of an V oi these 
partics should be required to the 
erection of a new church, provided 
no injury is thereby done to any of 
them, | hi: ive vet to learn. 

The plan, which it is the design 
of this paper to propose, is as fol- 
lows: That an act of Parliament 
should be passed for the ee of 
enabling any individual, or body of 
men, who shall orale or cone 


jointly a and endow a new 


church, to hold the perpetual pre- 
seutation ye after it has been 




















1306. | Means of promoting the Prosperity of the Established Church. 213 
; tytd, “ . . 


by the Bishop. ‘That 


consecrates 


wherein himself and clergy might 


‘y such chure hes the minister shall awe [} im Common.” p. 10. 


he restrained to the service of the 
common prayers, together with ser- 
mons, and the administration of the 
Lord’ S sup pr ry or if any advantage 

should accrue tothe public from the 
permission of funerals, the accus- 
tomed fees should be paid to the 
at church or chapel as ik no 
new chureh existed, 

To such a plan as this, | can con- 
eoive no reasonable objection. Such 
new church would be under the ja- 
gediction of the Bishop in the same 
mannerasany other church, The pa- 
tronage of the parish church would 
not be injured, because nothing 
would be taken from the patron, 
Tue incumbent of the parish church, 
or perpetual curacy, would sufler 
po diminution of his temporalities, 
: these would remain the same 
as DeTure, 

No clergyman could be minister 
of the new charch without having 
been twice submitted to the exami- 
nation of the Bishop, and having 
twice received his approbation ; as 
the minister must have taken priest’s 
orders, 

This method of promoting the in- 
terests of the establishment can af- 
ford no injurv, norgive any offence, 
to other societies oF Christians. It 
leaves to them the full enjoyment 
of all the privileges which they 
have by law, and therefore obviates 
ail just cause of complaint. 

The antiquity of the method 
which I] have p propose ‘cd, willappear 


from the foll lowing short history of 


the Christian church, which I have 
extracted from a work intitled Plu- 
ralities indefensible. 

“ Austin, attended with several 
parertor 1 To TE) , came into England, 


to pre ach » Gospel, in the time of 


the Saxon jae hy.” p. 9 
“ Eithelbert, King of Kent, gave 
to hin ample possessions for the 
maintenanee of himself and lis 
Clergy. Achurch was built tor him 
at Ae ipth i vy, In which he might 
¢ his chair; and houses ap spointed 


“Tn thismonnercathedralcbureh- 
es were founded and endowed by 
other Saxon Kings, for the general 
coor of the several dioceses, that is, 
of their several kingdoms. For in 
the first foundation of Bishopricks 
among the Saxons, the dioceses had 
the same limits with the kingdoms, 
and so the ‘y continue at this dé 1V, as 
many of them as have not yet been 
su div ided, 

‘The endowment of the church, 
in the first ages of it, was general, 
Whatever was 1) yen by the pious 
converts within each B ishop’s dio- 
cese, was the endowment, not of 
any particular part of the diocese, 
but of the whole diocese. Lands 
were given in free and irrevocable 
tenure. ‘Tithes, paid at first as due 
of divine right, were alterwards 
confirmed by fe rial: itive authority. 
Oblations were meihe by the faith- 
ful at the times of divine service; 
and being collected by the itinerant 
priests, ‘he ‘came a part of the com- 
mon treasure of the diocese re ie, ka 

‘The whole ecclesiastic al reve 
nue was vested in the Pishop of the 
diocese. He therewith maintained 
himself and his emissaries; repaired 
the edifices of the church; reliev- 
ed the poor; and entertaincd the 
stranger.” p. I+. 

‘'The increase of converts occa- 
sioned the erection be other church- 
es, as well in the city as in places 
more remote from the cathedral.” 
ib, ** Itinerant preachers or priests 
were sent by the Bishop from the 

cathedral church to celebrate and 
preach in the rural churches.” p. 15. 

«This was the constant received 
discipline of the Lugtish church 
about the year GG4. 

‘ As the Saxon Kings first found- 
ed and endowed cathedrals tor the 
eeneral good of their respective 
ki nedoms ; so great men first found- 
ed and endowed parochial churches 
forthe particular good of themselves, 
their families and tenants.” p. 22, 


[2] 


23. * Oratories and chapels were 
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for this end erected by them; which 
being consecrated by the Bishop, 
were by the founders or patrons in- 
dowed with particular maintenance 
forthe incumbent, who should there 
reside, and execute the holy fune- 
tion within the limits appointed by 
the patron, " p. 23. 

« "To this en = nent by the 
founder of a ps roe ial CC hure h. Was 
added another endowment by the 
Bishop, of the glebe, tithes, and ‘obla- 
tons hbeing to the district in 
which the church was erected. 

“‘ This additional endowment was 
found necessary to excrie the laity 
to erect churches, and make extra- 
ordinary contributions tor the main- 
tenance of settled imunisters, for 
the Bishops, finding the devotion 
of the lay-founders restrained, at 
last condescended, that the whole 
revenue of the endowment, with ail 
ether ecclesiastical profits, which 
should come to the hands of the 
nriest officiating at such a church, 
should be taken from the common 
treasure of the diocese, and be per- 


petuall: v annex -d to the church of 


that clerk who received it. This 
the Bishops willingly did, as soon 
as by the erection of m: any parish 
churches, the necessity of maintain- 
ing so many itinerant priests ceas- 
ed.” p. £2. 

These extracts shew us the origin 
of parish churches, and of lay-pa- 
tronage. Churches of an inferior 
aedet were afterwards erected upon 
the same plan. And if this method 
had been closely pursued, the num- 
ber of dissenting places of worship 
would not have been so numerous 
as they now are. 

Soon after the first fruits and 
tenths had been set apart for the 
augmentation of small benefices, 
the legislature of this kingdom evi- 
dently entertained a favourable idea 
of the measure which I have recom- 


mended. For in the first year of 
Georve [. a statute was made, en- 
titled, An act for making more effec- 


wial her late Majesty's gracious inten- 
augmenting the maintenance 


feons for 





[Aprit, 
of the poor clergy, 1 Geo. chap. 1p 
in which, after pre mising that « a 
asmuch as the right of present: sia, 
or nomination to small livings | is of 
inconsiderable value, and vet itin Wy 
be a great induc ‘ement to such bene. 
factions, if the benefactors may have 
some right of presentation to the 
cure which himself contributes ty 
augment, ” it is enacted, that the 
Kine or any bodies politic Or Cor- 
porate shall he ive power to alienate 
their right of presentation in favour 
ofany benefactor who sh i! auoment 
the living. Sect. 8.° Now if the 
legislature thought right to hold out 
the prospect of the advowson, for 
the purpose of encouraging the aug. 
mentation of small livings, sure ly 
he who both builds and eunbiiii 4 
church ought not to have less than 
the perpetual presentation as the 
recompence of his bounty. 

Here an inquiry may arise re- 
specting the value of the endow- 
ment proposed to be annexed to a 
new charch. To this inqui iry the 
legislature have already given an 
answer. For as they have judged 
that £.75 per annurn is a sufficient 
stipend for any curate, they have 
in eftect determine d, that an en- 
dowment of this value would be suf- 
ficient from the founder of any new 
ehurch. 

As the Bishops of the English 
Church had recourse to this plan j in 
the original formation of parish 
churches; and as it has received the 
sanction of the legislature, when 
providing for the augmentation of 
small livings; it certainly deserves 
the consideration of our ecclesiasti- 
cal superiors, and of the legislature 
in general, j 

The support of our ecclesiastical 
establishment, by peaceable mea- 
sures, and such as can give no just 
cause of offence to any religious 
sect in the kinedom, has no weak 
tendency to preserve the tranquillity 
of the state. 

I have tried to find objections to 
the plan here proposed; but have 
hitherto discovered none which a 
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re asonable agers could support. 
P rait me to add, that a careful at- 
ention to the state of religion in m7 
cingdom, during the course of halt 
9 century, has convineed me, that 
the adoption of this plan woul ' have 
proved highly favourable to the in- 
terests of true religion, as well : 
to those of our ecclesiastical aaa 
blishiment. 
I am, six, 
Yours, &c. 
W.H. 
a 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
I nap frequently heard of a vindi- 
cation of Luther by Bis shop Atter- 
bury, as possessing considerable 
merit, and fully accomplishing its 
object. As I was not well acquaint- 
ed with this pre late’s writings I 
long acquiesced in the ‘de a, that the 
above mentioned piece was only to 
be found in a separate pamphlet, and 
was likewise dificult of access. Re- 
collecting, however, that a collec- 
tion had "bees printed some years 
avo of the Miscellancous W orks of 
Atterbury, I resolved to examine 
them, and my search proved suc- 
desihah, I found the piece in the 
fourth volume, pp. 15—98. It is en- 
titled “ An Answer to some const- 
derations on the Spirit of Martin 
Luther, and the Original of the Re- 
formation at Oxford, 1087.” I men- 
tion the discovery of this Netle work, 
because I am apt to think that the 
information will be gratifying to 
others, who have expressed some 
curiosity about it, and seemed to be 
ignorant that a reference to it was 
so casy. From the Memoirs of the 
Life of Atterbury in vol. v. it ap- 
pears, that the author of the consi- 
derations, the work which the Bi- 
shop undertakes to answer, and 
which contained a violent attack 
upon the character and conduct of 
Luther, was Obadiah Walker, Mas- 
ter of University College, who as- 
sumed the name of the papist, 
Woodhead. It will detract some- 
what from the reader’s expectations 
respecting the work of Atterbury, 





? 


to be told, as this account of his life 
tells him, that it was composed at the 
age of twenty-five, If, however, it 
does not contam all that might be 
wished for, it certainly justifies its 
title of an answer to the calumnies 
which it was intended to repel, 

The attacks upon the character 
of Luther and the Reformers which 
have been revived of late vears, have 
had the beneficial effect of e xciting 
a curtosity upon the subject; anne 
the gratilic ation of that curiosity 
has never failed, with ingennous and 
competent enquirers, to issue in the 
vindication of the persons assaulted. 
It is but lately that you have ex 
posed some of the illiberal and sus 
perficial observations of Mr. Rescoe 
upon this subject. 

The epithet ssraminca which Lu- 
ther apj lied to the epistle of St. 
James in comparison of those ef St. 

Paul, and which Mr. Roscoe has 
displayed with sach ostentation and 
triumph, was, we are informed by 
Atterbury, omitted in every edition 
of his Bible after the year 1526. 

Itis hardly necessary to say, how 
the Bishop defends the Reformer 
against the charge of being under 
the dominion of a contentious spirit; 
as the history of that great man, his 
real conduct, and his provocations, 
are too well known at present to re- 
quire any defence of his character 
against so unjust and injurious an 
imputation. 

There is one passage, however, 
in the work, which, ov account of 
the importance and other cireum- 
stances of the subject to which it 
reiers, deserves to be transcribed, 
Your zeal, Sir, as a member and de- 
fender of the Church of England, in 
favour of the scriptural and Angli- 
can doctrine of justification by faith 
alone, is, in these times particularly, 
entitled to much commendation. 
The extracts from Latimer in a pa- 
per of one of your correspondents 
for the month of February, are de- 
cisive in favour of this doctrine. 
And in a part of your work for the 
same month, for which you are 
yourself responsible, you have. in 
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my opinion, combatted suce ‘esstully 
the erroneous notions upon this sub- 
yect, Which Mr. Daubeny has de- 
read from the paptsts through Bi- 
shop Ball and others. This gentle- 
man I cannot suppose to entertam 
any stroug prejudices against Bi- 
shop Atte rbury, hor any strong pre- 
dilection for Luther. ‘The doctrine 
of Luther ou the subject of justifica- 
tion is well known: itis well known 
likewise what was the importance 
he conferred upon it. [wish it to 
be as well known, what Bishop At- 
terbury has expressed as his opi- 
nion respecting the doctrine of Lu- 
ther, in his answer to the poptsh 
considerer, who had represented, 
with no injustice, Luther’s doctrine 
of J ustification by faith alone as the 
main root of the Reformation. 
“Good works are inseparable at- 
tendants ee this (Luther’s) jus- 
tifying faith, but they contribute no- 
thing tothe act of justification: they 
make not just, but are always Mere 4 
them that are made so. This is Lu- 
ther’s, was the Church of Rome’s, 
and is now the Church of England’s 
doctrine: if he will be pleased to 
attack it as such, it shall not want a 
detende By “t ye 
rkable, that at p. 87, this 
attirms the f Luther 
respecting tree the 
as that of the Church of Iugiand. 
The whole of the defence is solid, 
spirited, and el oquent. The 
cludi ng paragraph is peculiarly ani- 
hiate d. 
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Your’s, &e. 
MLM. 
~ AE eee ——— 

To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
ALLOW ime to propose the following 
subject for discussion in some of 
your future Numbers: 

" Ts it proper that a woman should 
mark her Christian princip yles by 
any, and by what particularity in 
her dress? Is all ornament, or is only 
a profusion of it, forbidden by the 
Gospel? In what measure is jt right 
to endeavour to be fashionable in 
the article of apparel? And ought 
any degree of economy which is 





Pity 
L, 
much more than common to le 
served in this respect? 
Any of your Corres} 
shall offer some f; allies remark 
this not unimportant 
much oblige, sim, 
Cae very disedlin ‘nt ho unble 
servant, 
A LARGE 


Ol). 
pondents who 
S On) 


topic, \\ it] 


THE FATHER OF FAMILY 


a 
To the 


AN answer to the following ques. 
tions, in your publication, is re quest. 
ed by one much interested in the 
subject: 

Ought religious persons to avoid, 
or not to seek, the socie ty of worl 
people, (1 do not inean the idle and 
dissipated, but the more sober and 
rational) when they are not particu. 
larly required by duty to seek jt? 
Or ought they to be 
keep up their acquaintance with 
such persons, with a view to future 
usefulness, should a fit opportunity 
of being useful to them occur? 

May not such worldly socicty be 
more ensnaring to the mind, than 
even the society of the dissipated, 
which would probably disgust ? 

Although it»may be the duty of 
those who have much influence from 
their talents, their sex or their age, 
to mix in general society ; oucht 
not those who possess no suc h influ. 
ence, to be cautious of following in 
this instance, the example of more 
eminent and established Christians? 

A retirement even from religious 
society is generally allowed to be 
necessary for maintaining commu- 
nion with God, and real spirituality 
of mind; may not the worldly so- 

ciety already spoken of be peculiar- 
ly injurious, by occupying too much 
time and thought, and by erudually 
producing too great an assimilation 
of manners and habits with the 
worldly-minded. 

How far is associating with such 
persons Consistent with obe ‘ving the 
injunction: ‘ Be not conformed to 
this world ?” 

J am, sir, your well-wisher, 
UNA. 


Editor of the Christian Observer, 


“fl 
solicitous tt) 
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For the Christian Observer. 
ON FLATTERY. 


Ir may fairly be enquired of any 
one, Who writes on a subject so 
hackneyed as that of flattery, whe- 
ther he has any thing new to say? 
Perhaps it may be sufficie ntin the 
present case to reply that, without 
aspiring to say any thing new, it may 
not be useless to repeat some things, 
which though they may have been 
said before, have not,as far as I 
know, been placed in the prominent 
light in which they ought to be 
placed. Even respecting subjects 
which have been repeatedly discuss- 
ed, and which every body more or 
less understands, it is well known 

that misconceptions often prevail, 
Of this kind, as it seems to me, are 
the two following with regard to 
flattery. First; in speaking of the 
evils of flattery, men too often con- 
fine their attention to what may be 
called particular tlattery, or the pay- 
ing of a particular compliment, 
either direct or indirect. Secondly ; 
they are apt to speak, as if flattery 
must cease to do mischief, as soon 
as it was known to be flattery ; that 
is, as if complimentary speeches 
were hurtful, only while they were 
believed to convey the real senti- 
ments of the speaker. With a re- 
ference to these two points, it is the 
purpose of the present essay to sub- 
mit, 

First ; that the most dangerous 
sort of flattery is that which consists, 
not in particular compliments, wlie- 
ther express or png lied, but in gene- 
ral attention, or, as it may be called, 
Constructive aia. . 

Secondly; that men are often much 
Pleased, and therefore may be much 
injured, by flattery, even when 
they know it to be such. 

The first proposition may, ona 
Superficial view, appear very ob- 
Vious indeed, and any attempt to 

Cunist, Onsenv, No. 52 


young Princess. 


prove it completely superfluous. 
Nothing, it must be allowed, is more 
common than to hear of “ flattering 
attentions,” or, ‘* flattering assidui- 


ties,” or, “a behaviour markedly 


flattering ; ?’ but notwithstanding the 


frequent occurrence of such lan- 
guage, 1 doubt whether it is suffi- 
ciently considered that we may as 
effectually commit the act, or jet us 
rather cail it the stn, of flattery, by 
the general course of our behaviour 
towards a person, as by feasting his 
ear with adulatory language. Nay, 
however common the expressions 
that have been just quoted, it is cer- 
tain that discourses, professediy w rit- 
ten on the subject of flattery, gene- 
rally confine almost their whole at- 
tention to such flattery as is parti- 
cular or complimentary. Before 
we proceed to consider how far 
they are right in so doing, | itis high- 
ly necessary to explain in a more 
detailed manner what we understand 
by constructive flattery; aud this will 
be best accomplished by instances. 

By this expression, I do not mean 
such flattery as is acted, or paid 
through the medium of actions, in 
opposition to oral flattery. The 
grossest flattery may be acted. Such 
for instance was that of Melville, 
mentioned by the inge nious auttior- 
ess of Hints for the Education of a 
Melville was am- 
bassador from Mary ot Scotland; 
and hearing Elizabeth, whose jea- 
lousy of that prince ess was well 
known, playing in an adjoining 
apartment, on Mary’s favourite in- 
strument, he broke into the apart- 
ment in violation of all etiqn iette, as 
if overcome by the exquisite skill 
of her performance. Here not a 
word was said, and yet the most 
fulsome compliment could not be 
more disgustingly adulatory than 
this action. This was, in fact, pay- 
ing a dumb compliment of the most 
servile kind. But constructive flat- 
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On Flatiery. 


tery is that which produces its ef- 
jects, only by a series of actions, or 
spec ches, or both, not one of which 
perhaps, separately taken, could be 
censured as deserving the 
adulation. As direct and gross iJat- 
ti vy answers to direct a rad ere SS de- 
ception, that is, to falsehood; and as 
indirect ilattery answers to indirect 
deception or equivocation ; 
structive Batter ry 
to political dissim 
kind, Ad 


does not, 


so con- 
m ay be compared 

ation of the more 
decent tatesman of cha- 
racter perhaps, say any 
thing untrue; but still, oy mancuv- 
ane wy covering his real motives, 
by taking circuitous measures, and 
in adel, by a series of actions, not 
one of which is, strictly speaking, 
in itself or singly dee eptive, he may 
very efile sctually deceive the whole 
world. This is analogous with that 
studied complaisance which we have 
termed constructive flattery. ‘The 


very height of it is that species of 


jnsincere and manoeuvring conduct 
which Lord Baron re commends to 
the Earl oi Essex, ina letter of coun- 
sel to that nobleman, dated 1596; 
and which he very properly couples 
with oral flattery of the most de- 
ceptive k kind, 

“Thirdly, when at any time your 
Lordship upon occasion happe: nin 
speeches to do her Majesty right, 
for there is no such matter as flat. 
tery amongst you ali; I fear you 
handle it magis in speciem adornatis 
verbis, quam ut sentire videaris. So 
that a man may read formality in 
your countenance; whereas your 
Lordship should do it familiarly, e¢ 
oratione fda. 

“ Fourthly, your Lordship she ould 
never be wcithant some* particulars 
afoot, which you should seem to 
pursue with earnestness and atice- 
tion; and then set the m fall, 
taking knowl: Z 
ease ah and dislik "OF ¥ are hi 
the weight ast ik les y y be, if your 
Lordship offer to |: rine. ur, in the be- 
half of some that you favour, for 
some of the piaces now void; choos- 
ing such a subject as vou think her 


fvlajesty is like to oppose unto; and 


upon 


name of 


(Apri, 


if you will say that this is conjunc. 
twn cum aliena injurid (attended with 
injury to athird person), I will po 
auswer, Hac non aliter constabuy 
(it cannot be helped); but I say, 
commendation from so good a mouth 
doth not hurt a man, “though you 
prevail not. A less w eighty sort of 
p uticulars may be the pretence of 
some journeys, which at her Majes. 

ty ’s request your Lordship might 
wie juish; as if you would pretend 

journey to see your living and 
e sales tawards Ww ales, or the like: 
for as for great foreign journeys o! 
employment and service, it standeth 
not with your gravity to play or 
stratagem with thein. And the 
lightest sort of particulars, which 
yet are not to be neglected, are in 
your habits, apparel, Wearing, ges- 
tures, and the like.” 

It scarcely needs to be mentioned, 
that “the lightest sort of particu- 
lars” here noted, fully amount to 
the kind of flattery of w hich we have 
been speaking; as the others bor- 
der upon direct deception. But 
how melancholy to read such mo- 
rality from the pen of so great a 
moralist ! Essex indeed was too high 
spirited to play this dirty game with 
~e he “ had a settled opinion, 
(as Lord Bacon elsewbere informs 
us) that the Queen could be brought 
to ‘nothing but by a kind of necess- 
ty and authority* >? and this opi- 
nion cost him his life. 

It is so important to classify both 
Virtues and vices properly, that | 
may be excused for attempting to 
prove the identity of studied obse- 
qniousness and direct flattery, noi 
with respect to the motives of the 
agent (that will be instantly allow- 
ed), but with respect to the manne! 
in which they operate on the per- 
son to whom the ‘vy are directed. 

The miechief of flattery, as far as 

brect is concerne d, is, that u 
ministers to his vanity. A vali 
man is oue, who either gives hin- 
self credit ior some good quality of 
accomplishment which he possesses 

¥ See Bacon’s Apology for his own c@h- 
duct towards Essen 
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not, or over-rates the value of those 
which hereally possesses. Whatever 
therefore induces him to do either 
the one or the other, feeds and in- 


flames his vanity. Particular flat- 
tery is generally directed definitely 
to one Of these two objects. <A 
compliment either praises a man 
falsely for what he has not, or inor- 
dinately for what he has. Con- 
structive flattery may be said to be 
directed éndefinitely to one of the same 
two objects. He, to whom it is 
paid, ‘finding that he attracts more 
notice than others, naturally ima- 
vines himself to be more attractive 
than he is; but, as the homage is 
general, it is left to his own imagi- 
nation, either to fancy himself pos- 
sessed of imaginary excellencies, or 
to miscompute the worth of those 
which he may actuaily claim. In 
fact, however, he always does either 
one or the other, or perhaps both. 
The moral mischief, therefore, pro- 
duced by both sorts of flattery, is 
the same. Both tempt a man to 
think more highly of himself than he 
ought to think; that is, they tempt 
him to sin, 

Both sorts of flattery also redound 
by exactly the same process, to the 
advantage of the flatterer. The 
ieeling of gratified vanity (such is 
the evil state of our nature) is uni- 
formly attended with a feeling of 
complacence and happiness. The 
principle of association naturally at- 
taches men to those whose presence 
excites in them this feeling of com- 
placence ; that is, to the flatterers ; 
and the attachment, when once cre- 
ated, issues in substantial acts of 
bounty. 

This parallel seems to prove that 
studied complaisance not only may 
be called flattery, but zs flattery. It 
may be thought, however, that this 
‘Sa mere dispute about words. 
“What more common (it may be 
asked) than to consider nearly in 
the same light the obsequious man, 
and the flatterer ? These characters, 
if not generally identified, yet are 
cenerally regarded as allied, and 
both are always reprobated ; what is 
ned, then, by confounding them?” 
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Before any attempt is made to an- 
swer this question, it may be ob- 
served, that by constructive flattery 
is not meant merely obsequiousness, 
but studied obsequiousness. Servi- 
lity may sometimes proceed, not 
from any design, but from mere 
weakness and extraordinary pliancy 
of mind, and proceed from this cause 
so evidently, that the personage who 
is the object of it, however pleased, 
shall no more feel himself flattered 
by it, than he feels himself flattered 
by the softness of his pillow, or the 
comfortable pliancy of his shoe. 

But to. proceed,—surely, it is not 
true that studied obsequiousness or 
complaisance is generally regarded 
in the same lieht with particular or 
complimentary adulation. It may 
be considered as the same kind of 
evil; but it is considered as a much 
less evil. ‘loo many there are, per- 
haps even among the more religious, 
who would on no account pay a to- 
tally undeserved compliment,—this 
they would regard as telling a direct 
untruth,—but who do not scruple, 
when they have some interest in 
view, to diffuse the same portion of 
untruth over a greater surface, by 
practising all the manceuvres of 
signing complaisance. Obsequious- 
ness, when it leads to something zr 
other views culpable, is indecd se- 
verely censured; but otherwise, it 
is, I believe, chiefly looked upon as 
arguing a sort of meanness of cha- 
racter in the agent, without any re- 
ference to its pernicious effects on 
the mind of the object. We are 
constantly admonished to “ beware 
of flattery,” as something ensnaring 
and baneful; but who is admonish- 
ed to beware of obseguiousness ? And 
vet, if the parallel which was drawn 
between them, be just, obsequious- 
ness, such as we have described it, 
is the more ensnaring and baneful 
of the two, because it produces the 
same mischief with more subtlety. 

Therapon is aman who protesses 
to guide his conduct by the princ- 
ples of religion, and accordingly 
makes a point of strictly “ telling 
trath.” Going out on some mmpor- 
tant business one morning, he en 
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nods to him 1n_ passing, and assures 
hin histily that he cannot stop, be- 
cause he has nota moment to lose ; 
which was really the Case, He ~ 
hardly turned the corner of the next 


street, before he 1s met bv a great 


man, by whose interest he hopes to 
procure the appointment of secre- 
tary tea certain commission lately 
seron foot. Therapon does not di- 
rectly flatter this grandee; he nei- 
ther ys cose his gait, nor quotes 
verses about his address: but he in 
stantiv halts with a sh ; enquires 
particularly about his patron’ s gout; 
then proce eeds to ask after her lady- 
ship; then after the young family, 
all of whom he particularly names, 
in the order of their respective ages, 
not f reett ne ‘* the sweet little che- 
rub in arms, who | is the very image 
of its dearmama;” and then listens, 
with much apparent good humour, 
to thirteen different stories from the 
mouth of his Lordship, each of 
which he has heard thirteen times 
betore ; while the unhappy persons 
wit h whom he was to conieron bu- 

siness, are left to learn a wholesome 
Sisanes of patience and punctuality. 
Yet in all this conference, Therapon 
eae no comer tiunents (excepting in- 
deed one to the “ sweet little che- 
rub” before mentioned); but is he 
not guilty ? 

Placidus was a witness of this in- 
terview, and he blames the conduct 
of Therapon “mean and wrong.’ 
If you, then, ask Placidus, why it 
is that he himself so often waits upon 


the same great man who met The- 
rapon, hears patiently the same sto- 


ri€s, and enquires after the same 
children, he will answer that he 
“never breaks through any other 
appointment, he visit his patron; he 

en he has nothing bet- 
So bestia Fi guilt of The- 
yapon, it seems, consisted, not in his 
ministering to the great man’s vani- 
ty, but in his neglecting his busi- 


ness! Is not P.acicus also guilty ? 
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it is nor, therefore, unimportant 
shew these men, that they are 
ulty of deception in this their con- 
uct, and wnat Is worse, of throwing 
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counters his most intimate friend, 
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temptations in the way of others. 
Names are indeed but breath; but 
c hange of nomenclature has some. 
times been very useful in philoso. 
phy; and by classing the conduct 
described under the head of flattery, 
we draw it under all the rules given 
respecting that vice, point it out as 
leading to the same mischiefs, and 
expose it to the same censure. 

** Are we then never to be more 
complaisant than we feel ourselves 
disposed to be, lest we should be 
guilty of deception 3 2” It might as 
well ‘be asked, “ Are we to commit 
murder whenever we feel ourselves 
tempted to do so, lest we should be 
guilty of hypocrisy ?” The Socratic 
receipt for seeming what we should 
be, is “to be what we would seem: 
we should mend our dispositions 
first; but yet when they are wrong, 
we ate bonnd not to obey them. We 
are commanded to be courteous unto 
all men; and the shortest way of do- 
ing right, 1s to overcome our ev! 
inclinations: but one method of 
overcoming them is to force our 
selves, as far as we can, to do right 
in spite of them; and at all ev ents 
they will vot be overcome by be- 
ing indulged. 

To know what is the due measure 
of courtesy to all men, aud when we 
have attained the true pitch, there 
is one cardinal rule, which cannot 
be too often repeated. Cultivate 
that holy principle, whose fruits are 
* love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance.” The method 

of acquiring this principle is imme- 
diately added; “ and they that aré 
Christ’s, have crucified the flesh with 
the affections and lusts.” 

On the first point proposed, 
enough seems to have been said. 

The second position which this es- 
say was intended to maintain is this, 
that men are often much pleased, 
and therefore may be much injure, 
by flattery, even when they know 
it to be such. 


(The remainder in our next.) 
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For the Christian Observer. 


THE GOLDEN PILLAR. 


TuerE isa curious old Oriental fa- 
ble, the recital of which may, I 
think, be not without its use. ‘This 
fable tells us, that somewhere or 
other—I forget where,—there was 
once a temple furnished with a mul- 
titude of pillars, one of which had 
the singular property of conferring 
mamortal youth ancl he appiness on all 
who took hold of it for a few hours. 
Of course, it may be supposed that 
multitudes of pilgrims flocked to 
the temple from all lands, in order 
to taste the virtue of the golden pillar ; 
and as by the rules of the place, no 
person was allowed to visit it shove 
once, it Was very important not to 
mistake the pillar which they clasp- 
ed. 

Once on a time, the fable proceeds 
to say, a number of pilgrims arrived 
at the temple in adark night. The 

rules of the place forbidding them 
to stay above a certain number of 
hours, it was necessary for them to 
seek out the golden pillar imme- 
diately. But it being iunpossible, 
from the darkness, to distinguish one 
pillar from another, they differed in 
their choice: each seized hold of a 
pillar for himself, and each obstinate- 
ly maintained himself to be in the 
right. Here the story closes with 
this remark; “ The morning alone 
can shew which of these travellers 
bad attached himself to the golden 
pillar.” 

The fable is understood to point 
out the different religions which 
divide the globe, and w vhich are re- 
pre ‘sented ‘by the various pillars of 
the temple. One only can be the 
right one: but, in the opinion of this 
oriental fabulist, it is impossible in 
this world, to determine which 1s 
that one; and I suppose the intended 
inoral to be, the necessity of universal 
toleration and charity, 

The recollection of this apologue 
the other evening (I originally 


heard it many years ago) excited 
in my mind a cood deal of reflec- 
tion. Leould not believe that man- 
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kind were really left in so much 
doubt with respect to their most im- 
portant concerns, as the fabulist 
seems to imagine. The night (me- 
thought) must be dark indeed, in 
which no means can be found 
distinguishing, in the open air, be- 
tween a pillar of gold and a pillar of 
lead; nor is it at all impossible to 
discover the true religion, if we ho- 
nestly use those faculties which God 
has givenus for this purpose. We 
may be very tolerant and very be- 
nevolent without thinking one re- 
ligion as likely to be right as ano- 
ther ; for why may not charity exist 
without scepticism ? 
I then proceeded to consider the 
number of pillars in the Christian 
church, At this moment (1 reflect- 
ed) how many religious controver- 
sies shake even this island to its cen- 
tre! Flow many and what different 
assertions about the primitive doc- 
trines! With what confidence every 
body claims the g: olden pillar to him- 
self! Sure ‘ly the tw ‘hight about us 41s 
bright encugh to shew us the object 
of our wishes, if we did not darken 
our own sight with the scales of 
passion, prejudice, and perverse- 
ness. Here also we enjoy this vast 
advantage over the heathen idolater, 
that in the Scriptures we have an 
exact model, as it were, of the golden 
pillar: we carry the model in our 
own hands, and an attentive obser- 
vation will enable us to compare it, 
obscure as the night may be, with 
the pillar to whic 4 we nand near- 
est; nor is there any thing to pre- 
vent our pursuing the comparison 
till we are successful. The want of 
sunshine, instead of rendering us 
indifferent, should only serve to 
quicken our attention, 

These thoughts hovered about 
my mind all the evening, till at last, 
having fairly w atched. me asleep, 
they would not even then betake 
themselves to rest, but assumed the 
shape of the following dream. 

Methought I saw an editice like 
that which the fable describes: it 
was a vast root raised on innume- 
rable pillars, and I understoed it te 
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be called THE PROTESTANT CHURCH. 
{ saw alsoa great number of travel- 
fers, who had just arrived at this 
building, and whom I imagined to 
be ia search of the golden pillar. It 
was a somewhat dark and cloudy 
night; occasionally however, the 
clouds broke a little, and gave way 
to 2 faint moon-light; nor was the 
gloom on the wate so thick and 
intense, as to render the eyes of the 
travellers useless, or their search en- 
tirely hopeless. ‘They could easily 
see both one another, and the ¢ gene- 
ral form and appearance of the pil- 
lars of the building, 

Each of the pillars bore a title in 
illuminated characters, which, how- 


ever, rather dazzled than assisted 
the sight; but m cht, the pil- 
erims were particularly warned not 
“ ° ° ; 
to |} an implicit attention to tiese 
idles: they were desired to rely 
solely on a ¢ «xantination of the 
pillars themselycs; and to help them 
inthist kK, Lp reeived that each of 
them wu fy ied with a smalj 
odel of td foiden willar. These 


i 


mocels, | thought, were made of 
such materials as would not hastily 
but vet frail 
red when treated 


cecayv or tuenimsecive 


ly anxious to 
pilgrims fared, and 
waich the progress of 
rch with care. But how 
great was My surprise on perceiv- 
wee ine ereater uumber ef them 
pav'ng no attention to the object of 
their journey, and hardly even look- 
ing at any of the pillars! To this 
croupe I advanced nearer, and ob- 
served that they were formed in dif- 
ferent set p irties, and that, quite 
forgetting the galden pillar, they 
were mostly amusing 
themselves 
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4 resaived fo 
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emploved 10 
each 
sifiom on various sub- 
they lauched, 
‘they went 
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and other with 
joked, 
they Sung 5 “and pe . 
30 far as to remark on the huge size 
: temple, or the cloudiness of 
ght. As seemed tomyseltto 
e a spectator of this scene, me- 
t ought he pproached one of these 


rniaYps 
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and begged to re. 
mind bin of his business in that 
place. He replied with ¢ easy po- 
liteness, that “ he had only just ar- 
rived, and that it wanted m: ny hours 
of the time, when he should be 
obliged to quit the temple.” I re- 

joined, that time passed very quick- 
ly away, when persons were agreea- 
bly employed, and that even the 
morning (which was understvod to 
be the utmost limit of their time) 
might surprise him before he was 
aware. He answered, rather tartly, 
that he “ intended to begin his 
search abnost directly;” and then re. 

sumed his jovial occupations. 

1 thought I might perhaps expos- 
tulate more successfully with ano- 
ther person whom] perceived sitting 
alone at a short distanc: e, apparently 
ina thoughtful, if not a sullen mood ; 
but IT had hardly begun to que stion 
him, when he cut me short, by com- 
plating in a grumbling tone of the 
darkness of the night: “ It was im- 
possible (he said) te do any thing 
to any purpose in such a night, and 
he was determined not to wear his 
eves out in seeking what, he knew, 
could never be found.” I beesed 
him to reflect on the importance of 
the object, and at least to use all the 
means in his power; but he pre- 
serveda sulky silence, and I retired, 

1 next accosted a man appare ntly 
sedate and grave, and yet, as far as 
the night allowed me to observe, of 
a cheerful countenance; who was 
walking backwards and forwards, 
and occasionaliy resting against any 
pillar that happened to be next to 


merry triflers, 


him. “ Sir, (said he) I have just 
now satisfied myself, after much 
thought, of the folly of expecting 


from this golden pi iar all the bene- 

fits that it is suid to confer. What 
is gold but matter? And who does 
not know that matter has none of 
these wondetfal properties?” I ob- 
served, that he had the best authori- 
ty for believi ing what he had heard 
of the golden pillar ; - and that, where 
nothing contradictory was affirmed, 
I thought he was bound to believe 
what was said on credible evidence. 
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The philosopher put me by, ex- 
claiming in a contemptuous tone, 
«Sir, Sir, talk to old women of these 
marvels !’ ! 

I cannot now distinctly remember 
all the scenes of this kind to whith 


I was witness. I only remember 
that some of the pilgrims were quict- 
ly sleeping, others feasting, and 
others quarrelling. Most of all how- 
ever, | was surprised to see a small 
p arty sitting together, and most di- 
lige utly admiring the model of the 
golden pillar, re emarking its sym- 
metry and measur ing its proportions ; . 
while the y seemed totally to forget 
that they were come there to find 
the golden pillar itse lf. 

But though the majority were so 
negligent, vet a very considerable 
number had actually taken posses- 
sion of the various pillars of the 
edifice. 
these; and first, some who had at- 
tached themselves to the very out- 
ermost of the pillars, and indeed to 
pillars which seemed to me hardly 
to belong to the same building as 
the rest, nor did I think they were 
really conmected with the roof. But 
the most amazing circumstance was, 
that the shapes of these pillars were, 
in every respect, totally unlike that 
of the model, nor could i conceive 
how, in the darkest night, any one 
of slsaen could be mistaken for the 
colden pillar. I therefore set my- 
self with eagerness to learn the cause 
of this phenomenon. 

A young man near me had plant- 
ed himself by a_ pillar, which was 
inscribed with the words, universal 
charity. It was an irregular spiral, 
and on placing my eye vear it, there 
was light enough plainly to “we 
ceive, that so far y wa being gold, 
Was an ill-cemented composition ae 
a variety of base materials. I was 
astonished at the apparent content- 
ment of the youth, notwithstanding 
the vast difference between his pil- 
lar and his model; but, on looking 
nearer, I pe ‘reeived that he had al- 
most broken his model to pieces, ia 

attempting to twist it into the shape 
of the pillar. The morning dis- 


1 now approached some of 
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covered this to be the pillar of vari 
TUDINARIANISM. 

Close to this were two y pill is: the 
one, inscribed = wrnitard nS S the 
other, rational Christianity; which 
were in the morning, found to be 
respectively the pillars af socixtan- 
isM and ARIANISM. ‘Lhese also were 
strikingly unlike the model: that o 
sucuianism, In particular, reminded 
me ot a Mahomedan minaret, while 
the other seemed a vamped-up frag- 
ment of some old Athenian column. 
But it soon appeared that the models 
in the hands of the persons who had 
taken their stand by these pillars, 
were perpetually bec oming more 
and more like the ye VS 5 for both 
the Arian and the Socinian cham- 
pions were bitterly complaining ot 
the “spurious additions” that had 
been patched on the model, and 
using every endeavour to file thine 
supposed additions a way, till at last 
they left hardly any thing behind 

After this, | could not creatly won- 
der at seeing a man, who had en- 
trenched himself by the pillar of 
prism, dash his model to pieces, de- 
claring that “he had found the 
right pillar, and that therefore the 
model must be wrong ;” although 
I could not help thinking his con- 
duct a little preposterous. 

By this time, however, I had got 
plainly out of the pale of the tem- 
ple; and oe returned inte 
the interior. Here I was much in- 
terested by ee vith tole. 
rable clearness five or six pillars 
close together, all of which, by so 
din a light, seemed extremely to 
resemble the model. Among these 
pillars were a few pilgrims, who 
appeared to feel a real anxiety les 
they should be guilty of a wrong 
choice: and I watehed them wi ‘th 
not a little curtosity. 

IT scon found that they could not 
altogether agree on the gol: den pil 
lar, though all were convinced that 
among these five or six it was to b: 
found. Orthopus was attracted by 
a pillar, which bore the ins ription 
scripiural truth. Remembering, how- 
ever, that the inseriptions were not 
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to be implicitly trusted, he closely 
examined the base and lower parts 
of the pillar, and after some time 
clearly made out that they were of 
gold and extremely solid. Here he 
fixed his choice. fils friend Ethi- 
cus begged him to observe, that the 
rest of the pillar did not appear to 
correspond, either in strength or in 
materials, to the base; but Ortho- 
pus was confident of his good for- 
tune, declaring that “ a good foun- 
dation was every thing, and that 
the superstructure might take care 
of itself.” He forgot that, though 
a good foundation ts indispensable, 
vet its only use is, tosup port a vood 
superstructure. The morning prov- 
ed his pillar to be that of anrino- 
MIANISM. 

Ethicus made choice of another, 
entitled practical religion. In spite 
of the gloom, he could easily per- 
ceive that its materials were ex- 
tremely bright, and its shape beau- 
titul, “Orthopus called out to him, 
as he gently struck it, that it was 
certainly hollew, by the sound it 
returned: but Ethicus would not 
listen; nor did he discover, what a 
little attention would have shewn 
him, that his pillar was beautiful 
only when seen from one side, that 
in other views it plainly secmaed 
crooked, and that it was altogether 
hollow, and made of some base me- 
tal gilded. Ethicus would have 

verhaps started, had he suspected 

that he was clinging to the pillar of 
PELAGIANISM. 

A pillar entitled te good old cause 
mightilv pleased Docilis. He was 
charmed with some old characters, 
resembling hieroglyphics, w hich, 
on a close inspection, 11 could be 
perceived to bear in relief. Eusebes 
and Biblicus, who assisted in the 
inspection, assured him that, though 
these old characters were ot cold, 
yet the substance of the pillar was 
nothing but cypress-wood, stuffed 
with some old parchments, which 
were here and there discernible 
through large cracks in the wood. 
Decilis was blind to all this, while 
be expatiated on the antiquity of 
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these mystic inscriptions and the 
wisdom they probably contained. 
The pillar was afterwards found to 
be that of TRADITIONAL FAITH. 

Eusebes and Biblicus passed op 
to another, the apparent richness of 
which, w hen they advanced very 
near it, arrested them both. Bu 
Euse bes could not help suspecting 
this glitter, and on gently rubbing 
it, found he displaced a quantity of 
gold dust, which flew into his eves 
and blinded him for some seconds. 
He was then convinced that the pil- 
lar was built of some base materials, 
to which the gold dust had been 
made to adhere, and determined to 
quit it. <All this, however, had 4 
contrary efieet on Biblicus. The 
dust so filled his eyes, that he could 
no longer distinctly see either the 
pillar or his model; and _ he there- 
fore remained satisfied that his 
search had been crowned with suc- 
cess, no means being left to him of 
detecting his error. This pillar bove 
the title of the good fight of faith, but 
the daylight proved Biblicus to have 
chosen the pillar of POLEMICAL RE- 
LIGION, 

Eusebes now betook himself to a 
pillar entitled Christianity, which 
beth he and his friends had already 
passed by, partly on account of its 
dark and unpremising appearance, 
and partly perhaps, because it bore 
so general a title; but it now cc- 
curred to Eusebes that this title was 
in fact a very comprehensive one, 
and that, after all, the title was of 
little consequence. He appreach- 
ed therefore this pillar, and examin- 
edit very narrowly. He was rous- 
ed on observing, that wherever he 
brushed away the dust upon it, gold 
made its appearance, as he eould 
plain}y discern. He therefore in- 
spected it on all sides, and compared 
it again and again with the model, 
and at last conid not forbear hoping 
that he had found the invaluable 
golden pillar. 

1 own that, even without paying 
any particular attention to the pil- 
lar which Lusebes had chosen, |] was 
much inclined to think that he had 
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chosen aright; and that for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 

1, He was the only one of the 
pilgrims, who was not content with 
examining his pillar only once, but 
even after he had taken his stand, 
most carefully repented the examina- 
rion from time to time. None of the 
pilgrims could help being oecasion- 
ally troubled with the apprehension 
of having made a wrong choice ; but 
the rest seemed always to quiet their 
fears with recollecting the care they 
had taken in choosing at first: they 
even seemed afraid of examining 
again, lest they should discover 
some flaw and unsettle their opi- 
nious. Eusebes alone, whenever 
he was perplexed with doubts, al- 
ways began the examination afresh, 
and still more minutely than before ; 
and J could remark that the result 
of this plan was a growing acquies~- 
cence in his original choice. 

2. Eusebes not only examined re- 
peatedly, but also much more m- 
nutely and impartially than his bro- 
ther-pilgrims. Each of them ap- 
peared willing to dwell on some 
particular excellence in his favourite 
pillar, and to console himself with 
the possession of this for the want 
of the rest. If Docilis was told that 
his pillar, though it very accurately 
agreed with the model in its shape, 
was yet manifestly full of cracks and 
flaws, he would immediately answer 
that “ it was a great thing to have 
the shape so exactly.” If Orthopus 
was desired to observe that the up- 
per part of his pillar had no sym- 
metry or even shape, he would in- 
stantly begin to boast of the solidity 
of its foundation. If you hinted to 
Ethicus that, in many points of view, 
his pillar did not appear to be pro- 
Perly poised on its base, he would 
stop you short with exclaiming, 
“These minutiz are of no conse- 
quence; you must attend only to 
the general effect.’ But Eusebes, 
Whenever any apparent imperfec- 
tion was pointed out to him, lost not 
# moment in setting himself to ex- 
amine the matter with seriousness. 

_ 3. Eusebesdiligently availed him- 
Curist, Onsery. No. 52. 
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self of occastonal circumstances to try 
the soundness of hischoice. When- 
ever a gust of wind swept through 
the temple, or the passing off ofa 
cloud lett the heavens brighter for 
a few moments, he would seize the 
opportunity, either of observing the 
strength, or of examining the shape, 
of his pillar. It was otherwise with 
his companions. If (for example) 
their pillars were shaken by the 
wind, (and this, I observed, they all 
were, except that of Eusebes) they 
would say, “‘ No wonder ;—such a 
storm as this would shake a rock of 
adamant;” and this spirit they al- 
ways evinced, though in various 
forms. 

4. The spirit in which Eusebes 
made these various examinations, 
and which uniformly distinguished 
him, was materially different from 
the spirit discovered by the rest of 
the pilgrims. He was always hum- 
ble and self-diffident : they were 
positive and self-satisfied. He alone 
gave advice with kindness and re- 
ceived it without impatience. He 
appeared by far the most earnest in 
warning his friends of the error of 
their choice, and in inviting them 
to try their fortune at the same pil- 
lar with himself. In the others I 
discovered an uneasiness, and me- 
thought a growing uneasiness, at re- 
ceiving any caution or admonition 
from their neighbours. If their 
choice was blamed, they were fond 
of recriminating ; and, if invited to 
alter their stand, they would de- 
cline it with haughtiness. If this 
asperity of manner discovered it- 
self more in any of them than in the 
rest, it was in Orthopus and Bibli- 
cus, In all of them, however, there 
seemed a lurking consciousness, 
that every thing was not right. 

For these and some other similar 
reasons, I could not help thinking 
that Eusebes had been successful in 
his choice. Methought I perceived 
that he himself being, as I have al- 
ready said, more and more con- 
vinced of it, perpetually renewed 
his remonstrances with his friends" 
They heard him with the same ill 
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226 Fragments... Augustin’s Mother... Bacon on Clerical Meetings. 


humour as before, till at last one of 
them (I did not observe which) 
disdaintully exclaimed, ‘‘ Pray, Ku- 
sebes, keep your good advice to 
yourself: I really long to be deli- 
vered from your importunity sand | 
therefore wish you joy of your 
choice till the morning.” 

At the mention of “the word morn- 
ing,my mind, with the inconsistency 
peculiar to dreams, ran in a moment 
through all the remaining stages of 
the night; ;and suddenly, methought, 
I was witness to the breaking of “the 
brightest day that I had ever be- 
held. The “ sun shining in his 
strength” had just surmounted the 
horizon; a stream of effulgence shot 
from his orb; and all nature seemed 
to lie naked and open to his beams. 
A loud cry directed my attention 
tothe temple. The counterfeits of 
the night stood all exposed at once: 
but what language can describe the 
confusion and despair of those nu- 
merous persons who now perceived, 
when it was teo late, the error of 
their choice, and the folly of their 
conduct! One only pillar could | 
discover of “ gold tried in the fire,” 
glittering with the glory of day- 
hight, and reflecting ‘the sunbeams 
in every direction. But the blaze 
was too pow erful for my sight, and 
I had only just time to observe that it 
was the pillar of Eusebes, when I 
Started from my sleep. 

Thou, whose eye is now perusing 
these lines, remember that thou 
thyself art at this moment in the 
TEMPLE ; that there is but ONE GoLD- 
EN PILLAR; and, that the morning is 
at hand ! Kj 

————— 


FRAGMENTS, 


AUGUSTIN’S MOTHER, 
Avcustine, in the 3d book of his 
Confessions, as given us by Mr. 
Milner, in his History of the Church 
of Christ, vol. u. p. $42, mentions 
the following anecdote of his mo- 
ther Monica, which may be consi- 
dered, especially when we connect 
jt with the future conversion of her 
gon, as a remarkable encouragement 
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to the prayers of parents for thej; 
children. 

‘* Tremember also,” they are the 
words of Austin, ‘* that she intrea. 
ed a certain Bishop to undertake to 
reason me out of my errors. He was 

i person not bac kward to attempt 
this, where he found a docile sy). 
ject. ‘But your son,’ says he, ‘is 
too much elated at present, and cap. 
ried away with the pleasing novelty 
of hiserror, toregard any arguments, 
as appears by the pleasure he takes 
in puzzling many ignorant persons 
with his captious “questions, Let 
him alone ; only continue pray Ing to 
the Lord for him; he will in the 
course of his study discover his er. 
ror. I myself, perverted by iny 
mother, was once a Manichee, and 
read almost all their books, and yet 
at length was convinced of my error, 
without the help of any disputant.’ 
All this satisfied not my anxious pa. 
rent; with floods of tears she per- 
sisted in her request, when at last 
he, a little out of temper on account 
of her importunity, said, ‘ Be gone, 
good woman ; it is not possible that 
a child of eth tears should perish.’ 
She has often told me since, that 
this answer impressed her mind like 
a voice from heaven.” 


LORD BACON ON CLERICAL MEETINGS. 


Speaking of the means of improv- 
ing preaching, he proceeds to recom: 
mend “ three considerations;” the 
first of which is as follows : 


© Whether it were not requisite 
to renew that good exercise which 
was practised in this church some 
years, and afterwards put down by 
order indeed from the church, in re- 
gard of some abuse thereof, incon- 
venient for those times, and yet 
against the advice and opinion ot 
one of the greatest and gravest pre- 
lates of the land, and was commonly 
called prophesying; which was this: 
that the ministers within a a precinct 
did mect upon a week-day in some 
principal town, where there was 
some ancient grave minister that was 
president, ma an auditory admitted 
of gentlemen, or other persons oj 
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| : yer inister suc- 
yeisure. Then every minister suc 
> cessively, begmming with the young- 
Best did handle one and the same 
| part of Scripture, spending seve- 
> yallysome quarter of an hour or bet- 
rer, and in the whole some two 
hours: and so the exercise being be- 
un and concluded with prayer, and 
the president giving a text for the 
next meeting, the assembly was dis- 
solved. And this was, as I take it, 
» fortnight’s exercise ; which in my 
opinion was the best way to frame 
and train up preachers to handle the 
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word of God, as it ought to be han- 
dled, that hath been practised.” He 
proceeds to recommend, first, that 
after this more public exercise, 
there should bea private meeting of 
the ministers, where they might 
mutually admonish each other, or 
object to any thing unsound or un- 
comely that had passed in the con- 
ference; secondly, that the practice 
should be adopted in the universi- 
ties as well as in the country, 
BACON’S TREATISE CONCERNING 
THE CHURCH. 











REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


—— a ——- 


Roginson’s Christian System. 
(Concluded from page 168.) 


We now advance to the 3d volume 
of these Essays, in which Mr. Ro- 
binson professes more particularly 
to treat of the practical part of Chris- 
tianity. And here we are inclined 
to think that the pious author is un- 
der adisadvantage, in consequence 
of a defect in the plan which he has 
adopted. Mr. Robinson endeavours 
to furnish a summary of Christian 
practice by means of essays on the 
Ten Commandments, on the Lord’s 
Prayer,on Worship, and onthe Sa- 
craments; but chiefly on the Ten 
Commandments. Itis true that by an 
extensive interpretation of each of 
the commandments he supplies in 
part the deficiency of which we 
complain. He has moreover spoken 
generally of sanctification in the 
conclusion of his second volume, and 
he has interspersed among his doc- 
trinal discussions many very impor- 
tant practical remarks. Still, how- 
ever, we consider that ‘© Christian 
System” to be imperfectly delineat- 
ed which treats of the specific sub- 
ject of Christian practice, by means 
of an amplification of the ten com- 
mandinents; and refers to the va- 
nous precepts of Christ and his 
Apostles, only in illustration and con- 


mulgation of 


firmation ofthe lawof Moses. The 
decalogue is for the most part a pro- 
prohibitions, ‘‘ Thou 
shalt not kill;’—“ Thou shalt not 
steal,” &c. Itis true that when a 


vice is forbidden, the virtue which 
stands opposed to that vice may be 
considered as commanded: but is 
it enjoined as clearly, authoritative- 
ly, and fully, and also as evangeli- 
cally and spiritually, as in the spe- 
cific precepts of the New Testament ? 
Take the case of charity to the poor, 
and of compassion to the afflicted. 


We may undoubtedly infer these 
duties from the injunction not to 
kill; but with what immense advan- 
tage do we learn the same lesson, 
when we hear our Saviour expressly 
say—‘‘ Give to him that asketh of 


thee, and from him that would bor- 


row of thee turn not thou away:” 
or when we find him describing the 
day of judgment, as the day when 
the son of man shall say to them on 
the right hand, “ Come ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world: I was an hune 
gred and ye gave me meat, thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink, naked and ve 
clothed me.” Take as another m- 
stance the virtue of humilitv. The 
doctrines of the Gospel, on which 
Mr. Robinson has expatiated in his 
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two first volumes, are unquestiona- 
bly calculated to produce this grace. 
Nevertheless, we also need precepts 
to humility ; and accordingly these 
abound in the New Testement. But 
it is difficult to deduce this virtue 
from any one of the ten command- 
ments; and itis not very convenient 
to inculcate it by the medium of a 
comment on the Lord’s prayer, and 
the sacraments; more especially if 
humility towards our fellow crea- 
tures is insisted on as fully as it 
ought to be. How earnest is Christ; 
how zealous are the apostles on this 


subject ! ‘* Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
God.” ‘* He that exalteth himself 


shall be abased,and hethat humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.’’—** All of 

vou be subject one to another, and 
be clothed with humility, tor God re- 
sisteth the proud and giveth grace 
to the humble.” 

We will adduce one other illus- 
tration of our general remark. Obe- 
dience to governors is an Important 
duty pi: sinky taught in the New Tes- 
tament, but not so plainly by the 
decalogue. Mr. Robinson, it is 
true, by employing five essavs on 
the 5th commandment, has intro- 
duced all the relative duties under 
this head. But will every reader 
readily admit that the command 
which savs, “ Honour thy father and 
thy mother,” involves an obligation 
te pay taxes to government? Or 
will every wife perceive that it in- 
culcates submission to her husband? 

We are sensible that in offering 
these remarks we may perhaps be 
considered as animadvy erting, not 
merely on the practice of ministers 
of various classes, but in some mea- 
sure also on that of the Church of 


England: for our church, both by 
introducing the co ane nts into 
ker liturgy, and inculcating them in 


ker catechism, as well as by de- 
ducing her definition of our duty to 
God and man obviously from this 
source, has undonbtedly counte- 
nanced the habit of inculcating all 
the various lessons of obedience 
through the medium of the ten com- 
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mandments, It deserves howey er. 
to be noticed, that in her homilie, 
at least, w hich treat separately anq 
specifically of various practical sub. 
jects, she ‘affords us an example of 
another mode of instruction; anq 
moreover, that the Colciseness of 
the ten commandments furnishes ; 
good reason for their introductipy 
both into our liturgy and catechism. 
We are of opinion ‘that the very cir. 
cumstance of our church having ap- 
peared to follow this course, renders 
it the more necessary for her Minis. 
ters to enlarge the views of their 
hearers on the subject of Christiay 
obedience, by presenting to them 
those abundant lessons of a practical 
nature, which are supplied by the 
New Testament. The doctrinal 
parts of religion have been formed 
into a system with the most scrupv- 
lous care, asthe work of Mr. Robin- 
son, which for the most part treads 
over the beaten ground, sufficiently 
testifies. These have in modern 
times been defined with a degree of 
precision, perhaps, greater even 
than that which was employed in 
the first ages. Happily however it 
has not been imagined that the best 
means of establishing the doctrine 
eithér of the trinity, of the atone- 
ment, of justification by faith, or 
any other ev angelical truths, w ould 
be to deduce them primarily and 
chiefly from the Old Testament. 
Now in our opinion, as evangelica! 
doctrine is chiefly and primarily to 
be learnt from the New Testament, 
so also is evangelical practice. We 
admit that Christ, in some parts 
of his sermon on the Mount, ex- 
pounds certain points in the law ot 
Moses, and supplies the Pharisees, 
and through them suggests to us, 4 
general principle of interpretation. 
We cannot however be content to 
view this great teacher of the Chris 
tian church, merely, or even chiel- 
ly, as a commentator on the Ol 
Testament. In some particulars he 
takes upon him to enlarge the ai 
cient law. As to some points Christ 
the law giver speaks, while Moses i> 
silent. And in general it may be af 
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grmed, both of Christ and his apos- 
tles, that their inculcation and de- 
lineation of evangelical doctrine, are 
accompanied with a no less specific 
inculeation and delineation of evan- 
relical practice. 

We shall now give a few extracts 
from the $d volume of this work. 
Mr. Robinson, in his first essay on 
keeping the commandments, thus 
decisively opposes Antinomian sen- 
timents. 

«There are those who object to that 
theological system, which enforces the ob- 
ligations of the moral law, as if it were on 
that account hostile to the liberty of the 
Gospel and to the privileges of believers, 
These objections will appear, upon due in- 
vestigation, absurd and ungrounded; and 
their dangerous tendency is most obvious. 
Is it not in consequence of such clamours 
against practical religion, that many, who 
speculate upon and contend for the sub- 
lime mysteries of Christianity, pay little re- 
eard to duty ? They soar above it, and com- 
passionate the low state of those, who are 
occupied in considering ‘ how they ought 
to walk’.” p. 6. 

Mr. Robinson, in treating of the 
first commandment, observes, first, 
that the covetous, secondly, that the 
intemperate, thirdly, that the proud, 
fourthly, that the men inordinately 
attached to earthly comforts, are 
idolaters, We do not deny the 
truth of the observation, but this is 
a mode of attacking the sin of co- 
vetousness, intemperance, pride, and 
worldly-mindedness, which, as we 
have already intimated, is not per- 
haps the most advantageous. A 
specific essay on the sin of pride, or 
on the grace of humility, would, as 
we think, have formed a very pro- 
per part of a volume on Christian 
obedience. 

The habit of taking the name of 
God in vain is so common, even 
with many who claim to be reli- 
gious, that we cannot too frequently 
present to our readers a hint upon 
this subject. 

‘* The 3d commandment,” says Mr. Ro- 
binson, ‘*is also broken by the wanton, 
needless, and irreverent mention of the 
name of God, in common conversation,” 
** Persons the most decent and reputable 
fall into this sin, without suspecting any 
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guilt or danger. They would be shocked at 
the broad and coarse language of the blas- 
phemer; but they do not keep the com- 
mandment.” ‘ How few comparatively are 
the companies in which some one or other 
will nyt grieve the man of real devotion by 
such exclamations as these: ‘O Lord, 
‘ God knows,’ ‘O Christ,’ ‘ God bless 
me.’—Is this treating the Almighty as we 
ought? Is it not making him a common 
bye word, an unmeaning expletive in our 
conversation?” p. 64. 

When Mr. Robinson observes, 
in commenting on this command- 
ment, that we are to observe it, 
first, in our thoughts, secondly, in 
our words, and thirdly, in our ac- 
tions: and when he then proceeds to 
shew, that we fail to glorify God’s 
name by our actions, if we do not 
“ depart from iniquity ;” he advan- 
ces so far in his amplification, that 
the commandment ceases to have 
any very determinate meaning. We 
think that he is betrayed into this 
fault, by the general system of am- 
plification to which he has resorted, 
and of which we have already ques- 
tioned the propriety*. 

In commenting on the 5th com- 
mandment, Mr. Robinson speaks too 
strongly in saying, “ it is force alone 
that restrains the insolence of chil- 
dren and secures their obedience.” 
(p. 15.) We presume that he did 
not intend to convey so harsha sen- 
timent as his words almost necessa- 
rilyimply : and our presumption is 
strengthened by the following pas- 
sage on the same subject, “ Talk 
with them (that is, with children) 
on these things, not in language of 
gloom, of menace, or severity, but 
with such tenderness and proofs of 


* We would suggest to Mr. Robinson, 
that the term, ‘‘ vile affections,” which is 
applied by him (p. 71.) to those whose tem- 
per is warm; aterm which recurs, if we 
recollect right, four or five times in the 
course of these volumes, is employed ia 
Scripture, only todenote a kind of erimi- 
nality which is now happily uncominon, 
and scarcely fit to be named or even ai- 
luded to by Christians. The sin having 
ceased, at least amongst us, tt seems proper 
to desist from the use of the scriptural term 
which denoted it, 
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affection, as may engage their at- 
tention and conciliate their love.” 
». 133. Mr. Robinson, in treating 
on the 5th commandment, includes 
the duty of servants, and justly ob- 
serves, that one duty of a servant 
‘‘is to regard that precept of our 
Lord, to gather up the fragments 
which remain that nothing be lost.” 
We have here another example of 
an almost unbounded amplification. 
We were pleased with the following 
passage, in which this respectable 
pastor authoritatively claims a com- 
tortable subsistence, as well as due 
affection and respect, for his minis- 
terial brethren. We object to no- 
thing but its constituting a part of an 
exposition onthe 5th commandment. 


« Are they fathers in Christ? Then as 
their children honour them, and by your 
gentle and affectionate behaviour shew 
vourselves grateful for their labours of love. 
Want they must not, while it is in your 
power to contribute to their support. 7 hey 
have a claim upon you for a comfortable 
provision: and ‘if they have sown unte you 
spiritual things, let it not be thought a great 
thing, if they shall reap your carnal things.’ 
But do not therefore treat them as depen- 
dents, or sit in jud¢ment upon them to dic- 
tate, to cavil, orto condemn. Check not 
their zealous exertions for the advancement 
of religion by any opposition or unkindness, 
They are entitled to your countenance and 
warmest support; and it will be your ho- 
nour, as it is your duty, to strengthen their 
hands, and to be ‘ fellow-helpers to the 
truth.’ Asstandingin the front of the bat- 
tle, they have peculiar difficulties to strug- 
gle with; they are exposed to the fiercest 
onset. O pray for them, that their faith 
and courage fail not, that they may be en- 
dued with wisdom and fidelity in ‘ declar- 
ing al! the counsel of God,’ and ‘ that the 
word of the Lord’ in their mouth ‘ may 
have free course and be glorified.’ But is 
there no cause to lament a supercilious 
contempt of the ministers of Christ? Ts not 
the sacred office itself reviled, and they 
who are invested with it complained of as 
a burden upon socicty’ Even the most 
eminently devout and zealovs among the 
clergy meet with no small share of scorn 
and ridicule; and there is no surer proof of 
the crowing profaneness of the age, It may 
he thought a trifling offence: but we know 
him that hath said, ‘ He that despiscth 


you, despiseth me’.’’ p. 174, 
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We think that Mr. Robinson, jp 
touching on the obedience due to 
government, might have made some 
more plain admissions of the pro- 
priety of our freely canvassing po- 
litical questions, and might have ad- 
verted to the popular principles of 
the British constitution. He eX. 
presses himself however in a very 
becoming manner on this general 
subject. (p. 166.) 

‘* Do not,” he says, * encourage those 
books, papers, prints, ov societies, which are 
calculated to excite disaffection, sedition, 
aud tumuit, or even to lessen your reve- 
rence tor their authority. ‘ Render to them 
their dues; tribute to whom tribute js 
due; custom to whom custom.’ Com- 
plain not of the weight of taxes, which are 
of necessity imposed for the support of 
Government; but pay them with exact. 
ness and cheerfulness. To evade them is 
an act of public fraud and rebellion. You 
receive a full compensation for them inthe 
peace, protection, and liberty, which are 
secured to you. If riot and disorder agi- 
tate or threaten the state, let your loyalty 
be manifested by the most active ser- 


vices. § Meddle not with them that are 
given to change.’ ‘ Fear God, honour the 
King.’ How much is this obedience to the 


civil powers insisted on in the sacred Scrip- 
tures! The example and the precepts of 
our Lord teach us ‘ to render unto Cesar 
the things that are Cesar’s.’ The apostles 
with one mouth require their followers to 
be subject; and the universal practice of 
the first Christians proves that the genius 
ot the Gospel is most favourable to the 
maintenance of good government. But is 
it sufficiently considered among ourselves, 
what danger, what guilt is incurred by sv- 
dition ? It cannot be a light offence in the 
sight of God, against which so heavy a 
doom is denounced in his word: * They 
that resist shall receive to themselves 
damnation.’ We advert not to those ex- 
treme cases (for extreme and rare they 
must be*) in which the subject is released 
from his allegiance ; but we contend that 
the common faults of governors will not 
justify opposition or contempt. We of this 
country are under the strongest obligations 
to obedience ; and yet sedition has stalked 
foith among us with an audacious front ; 
and treason has erected its stendard. O 
get you from the tents of these wicked 





* See for an elucidation of this subject, 


Jhristian Observer, for 1602, pp. 320 & 814. 




















IL, 
In 
to 


). 
= 





4306.] Review of Robinson’s Christian System, 231 


men! Let us bless God for the unparalleled 
excellency of our constitution, for the un- 
corrupt and impartial administration of 
justice, and for the virtue and piety of that 
jJlustrious person who fills the throne, be- 
seeching the Almighty Sovereign to con- 
tinue to us those high privileges, which so 
many among us have despised and abused.” 

The superior strictness of the mo- 
rality of our author appears in many 
parts of his work. As one instance of 
it we give the following observations 
on the 7th commandment: 

‘«¢ What shall we say, then, to the gene- 
ral strain of conversation in circles of gaie- 
ty, to those loose stories and wanton songs, 
which furnish entertainment in so many 
companies, and to those theatrical per- 
formances and exhibitions, in which mo- 
desty must be perpetual'y put to the blush, 
which yet are numerously attended with 
eagerness and delight? Are these the 
things, which become persons ‘ piolessing 
godliness’.” p. 205. 

We doubt, whether in his obser- 
vations on the 8th commandment, 
he is well founded in saying, that 
“to live above our income is the 
prevailing sin of the present day.” 
We suspect this to be a prevailing 
remark in almost every day. Great 
Britain has unquestionably advanced 
in general wealth in the course of 
the last 50 years; and it is not easy 
to comprehend how this accumula- 
tion of property can have taken 
place if extravagance has been the 
predominating sin. That there is a 
most unchristian competition in re- 
spect to the “ splendour of appear- 
ance and the expences of the table,” 
nevertheless is unquestionably true. 

Our author remarks on the sub- 
ject of the 10th commandment, that 
‘this is very properly placed the 
last in the second table, as being the 
guard and defence of all the rest; 
and containing in itself a short sum- 
mary of our whole duty to man.”— 
“The other commandments restrain 
our hands, our feet, our tongues, 
and all the members of our body, 
from perpetrating any evil. The 
object of this is to repress any in- 
jurious disposition in the heart; and 
from a regard to this will result a 
strict observance of the rest.” Mr. 
Robinson nevertheless has inter- 


preted the former commandments as 
requiring right ‘‘ dispositions of the 
heart,” and not merely as restrain- 
ing the members of the body, from 
perpetrating evil; insomuch that 
the 10th commandment is thus ren- 
dered somewhat redundant and su- 
periluous. We were pleased with 
his remark under this head on the 
unlawfulness of gaming. May not 
the practice of purchasing into a lot- 
tery deserve to be noticed as con- 
stituting one species of gaming? — 

Ihe essay on prayer tor special 
grace to keep the commandments 
very properly foliows this comment. 
There is much piety in the follow- 
ing passage, in which the duty of 
intercessury prayer is deduced from 
the second petition in the Lord’s 
prayer. 

** We should intercede for those, who are 
admitted to the sacred junction, that they 
may go forth with divine light, and life, and 
love; that the holy, ‘ anointing,’ may 
abide in them, to cneer their own souls, 
and to prosper their labours. For those, 
to whom they are sent, we should implore 
grace, that they may know the time of 
their visitation, and that ‘ while they have 
light, they may believe in the light, and be 
the children of light.” We should tecl pe- 
culiar solicitude for our country. May God 
revive his work among us! And if he esta- 
biishes his kingdom of righteousness, that 
will be the bulwark of the land, against all 
threatening or desojating enemies, The 
cases of those, who are more intimately 
connected with us by the ties of friendship 
or relation, we should bear upon our minds 
in this petition, that they may all be ‘ de- 
livered fiom the power of darkuess, and 
translated into the kingdom of Christ’.” 
p. 320. 

In the essay on the church of 
Christ, our author, as we think, very 
justly observes that 

‘The church of Christ admits of a con- 
siderable variety, as embracing so many 
different societies of Christ ans, placed in 
such very different circumstances, It was 
intended to comprize within its pale the 
inhabitants of remotest countries, yea, of 
all the nations of the earth, whose habits 
and sentiments and political governments 
might be extremely dissimilar; and there- 
fore its general form and constitution, and 
its essential ordinances are such, that it 
may be every where established, aad adapt- 
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ed to the particular cases and situations of 
its members. ‘It will admit of many rites 

and ceremonies in one place, which are 

not of indispensable necessity to its exist- 

ence, and which in another place it would 

not be expedient or possible to practise. 

The modifications may be endless; and 

vet under them all it may remain the same 

as to substance, its purity may be pre- 
served, its prosperity promoted. The 
apostolical direction, as to all lesser mat- 
ters, is very general, ‘ Let all things be 
done unto edifying,—decently and in or- 
der;’ and one important lesson we should 
learn from it, is, that different societies 
should not be hasty to condemn or censure 
one another, but exercise mutual forbear- 
ance and maintain fervent charity one to- 
wards another.” p. 403. 

‘©The church of England,” adds this 
zealous friend to our establishment, ‘* has 
the fairest claim to our favour and most 
cordial attachment. It contains the two 
grand requisites for a Christian society, 
truth and order. Its ministry, consisting 
of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, we con- 
sider not only asa rational and excellent 
institution, calculated for edification, but 
as most consonant to the mind of Christ, 
as having been established by his apostles, 
and from them traysmitted and continued 
by a regular succession. What, though 
we produce no positive command from the 
sacred oracles fur the universal appointment 
of episcopacy, the impartial historian will 
scarcely deny that it had the sanction of 
apostolic usage, and obtained from the eare 
liest times. Surely, this amounts to a 
strong argument in its favour: for who shall 
presume to olfer a better plan, than what 
the original founders of the Christian 
church introduced, or doubt of its be- 
ing most agreeable to their divine Mas- 
ter? 

‘« Our national creed recommends itself 
to our approbation, as being perfectly sound 
and scriptural. Its doctrines, which are 

clearly stated in the thirty-nine articles, 
are entitled to our belief and admiration, as 
firmly resisting dangerous errors, and com- 
prising a well compacted system of evange- 
jical truth. Every important principle of 
the Christian faith is here brought before 
us, and we are required to profess our un- 
equivocal and cordial assent to the whole. 
to this plan, fallen man ishum- 
bled, the Saviour is exalted, the believing 
penitent assured of acceptance, the 
means of holiness are pointed out, and God 
clorified in our final salvation. Is not 
this the proper basis of a Christian church? 


According 


is 


Review of Robinson’s Christian System. 








(Apri, 
‘Jesus Christ himself is the chief corner 
stone.’ 














** The services appointed for public 
worship are grounded on the same religious 
system. 






The discriminating doctrines of 
the Gospel run through all our prayers, 
give them an inexpressible fulness and dig. a 
nity, and render them instructive and jn. 
teresting to every attendant. Io them we 
confess and deplore our guilt, depravity, : 
condemnation and helplessness; we seek the 
blessings of redemption through the alone 
merits and mediation of Jesus Christ; we 
supplicate the sacred influences of the spi- —& 
rit forour guidance, sanctification, and.com- 
fort; ‘ we offer and present ourselves, our 
souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, 
and lively sacrifice unto God.’ The excel- 
lency of our liturgy is unrivalled: we are 
at a loss whether we shall most admire its 
simplicity and perspicuity, or its spirituali. 
ty and devotional fervor. The adminis- 
tration of divine ordinances among us js 
decent, serious, solemn ; our religious ce- 
remonies are few and rational, well calcu- 
lated for edification; the holy sacraments, 
which our Lord appointed, are celebrated 
in conformity with their original institu- 
tion. 
“What do we want more; except it be 
a state of mind consistent with our forms, 
an inward experience of our professed 
principles, and such affections of the heart 
as will correspond with the language of our 
prayers? Were all our parochial churches 
filled with congregations suitably and 
deeply impressed with our services, what 
an interesting sight would they exhibit! 
what a delightful prospect of a general re- 
vival of religion, and of encreasing national 


prosperity !”’ p. 413—416, 

















The volume finishes with an es- 
say on the resurrection of the body 
and the life everlasting. 

We shall now conclude by adding 
a short observation. Mr. Robinson 
is one of those ministers who have 
received (for we ought not to say 
assumed) the appellation of evange- 
lical, and he is moreover one of 
those among them, who, according 
to another common, though not very 
correct term, may be denominated 
calvinistic. It has lately been the 
endeavour of many persons of name 
and authority in the church, to re- 
present the mass of evangelical or 
gospel ministers, and especially the 
more Calvinistic part of them, as 

















heretical and schismatical, as sedi- 
rious and disloyal, as antinomian in 
sentiment, and as furnished only 
with avery scanty share of religious 
knowledge: in short, as a most un- 
worthy part of our establishment. 


We have here then a statement of 


their principles. We have a com- 
jlete exposure of those dangerous 
and fanatical doctrines, against 
which it is necessary, as it seems, 
perpetus lly to guard the sound mem- 
hers of the chare h; “sound mem- 
bers,” it is to be feared, among 
whom a multitude of worldly and 
irreligious men are permitted to in- 
clude themselves. It has lately, as 
we understand, -become the fashion 
In our university pulpits and in vi- 
sitation sermons, after breaking one 
lance against an infidel, to break 
another against a Gospel minister, 
ora methodist. Now it is much to 
be desired, that they who cngage in 
these tournaments should become 
well acquainted with both the ene- 
mies against whom they deem it 
their duty to contend. We wish 
therefore to recommend the work of 
Mr. Robinson to those teachers of 
divinity, who are as yet imperfect- 
ly informed respecting the religious 
systein of this writer and oldies ot 
his class. We do not ask them to 
pay implicit deference to his opi- 
nions; we ourselves have freely can- 
vassed many passages in his work. 
We would speak not as partisans, 
but as the friends of candour aad of 
truth. We however aflirm with 
confidence, that whatever may be 
the faults of any ministers of this 
class, they will never be success- 
tully opposed by those who censure 
without reading their works, and 
de al only in general invectives. Sull 
less will they be corrected by the 
criticism of men who are themselves 
I heterodox or. vicious, 
Candour requires at the very least 
toattheirsentiments should beclearly 
known and fairly exhibited. When 
these are understood, and when the 
Characters of the men are also inves- 
tigated, we are convinced that their 
*PPonents will see reason to retract 
Curist. Ogsruy. No. 52. 


1$06.] Sermon sur les points les plus importants de la Doct, Evangélique. 233 


the greatest part, if not the whole of 


the charges so vehemently preferred 
agaiust them; and to bear an ho- 
nourable testimony to the general 
orthodoxy and purity of their doc- 
trines; the strictness of their lives; 
and the exemplariness and utility of 
their labours. 
$a 


Sermons sur les points les plus impor- 
tants de la Doctrine Evangélique. 
Tome I. pp. 302, Tome II. pp. 
404, 8vo, 1804. Guernsey, Che- 
valicr; London, Taylor, Hatton 
Garden. Price 12s. 

Ir is seldom that any publication in 

French can be announced by 

with satisfaction. The secularity, 

the religious sterility, and the irre- 
ligious fecunt dity of ‘the French na- 
tion render it as inimical to this, in 
amoral, as it is in a national view. 

We therefore seize with more rea- 

diness the opportunity which is of- 

fered by the present work, whose 
author as we learn trom the prelace 

(not the title page) is M. Gibert, of 

calling the attention of our readers 

to a production in a Gallic dress, 
which may be read, not oniy with 

safety, but with information and im- 

provement. Practised (we will not 

say hackneyed) as we are, in the 
employment of perusing pulpit com- 
positions, one of the most legitimate 
parts of our province, with the se- 
verity of critical vigilance and jea- 
jousy, a state of mind not the best 
adapted to the proper or most pleas- 
ing effect of such pertormances, we 
have yet found in the sermens of 

M.Gibert what has struck us, both as 

original and peculiarly impressive. 

This our readers will be disposed te 

aitribute to the circumstance, that 

the author is a Frenchman: aud they 
are partly right: for we are un- 
doubtedly more familiar with Lag- 
lish than with French sermons. The 

Sermons before us, however, are not 

in the pompous and inflated style 

(as we Englishmen sboutd call it) 

of the most admired productio iS OF 

the French pulpit; but, untting such 

a moderate degree of this quality 
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as on the wholeis pleasing with the 
solidity of the English pulpit, they 
exhibitacombinationof vivacity and 
soundness of reasoning, which con- 


ters upon them considerable merit. 
By this commendation, which we 
consider due to the author, we cer- 
tainly donot pledge ourselves to ap- 
prove olevery part ot his work; and 
in the course of the present exami- 
nation of it some instances of our 
di isapprob: ition will occur. 

Tire pret: vce to these Sermons 1s 
hon: arabe both to the author and 
to his work. It appears trom that 
pre t aes that the Sermons were not 
intended tor the press;—that the 
author considering his decreasing 
strength, of which he knew not the 
cause, as an indication of his ap- 
proaching departure; possessing, 
however, at the same time, the 
poWer of speaking as before, and 
w itty ne, hke a cood soldier of C hrist, 
to spe snd his last breath in the ser- 
vice of his Saviour; requested the 
permission, (which he > ee om. of 
the Dean of the Island, eget 
in the evenings of the Sods day at 
his church a certain number of 
sermons which he had by him ;—that 
six of his hearers, in their own name, 
and that of many others, solicited 
the impression of these Sermons, to 
which the author consented, after 
the number of those who signed 


the proposal Resi their publication 
appeared sufficient both to discover 
the gener Ms will, and to indemnify 
the expence. The apology with 
which the preface concludes for the 
repetitions w hich occur in the Ser- 
ms ns will be easilv admitted. 


The first is 2 good 


. a : 1, . 
ermon on tne ¢ 


and striking 


7 -—_ - en era! resurrec tion. 
n the second, to which the same 
character is due, we meet with a 
CTiJCisni, W nic ft at th st dazzle d us, 


bot on reflection senuiel to want 
undation. The author objects to 


pists tH. 
common translation and inter- 
pretation of Exod. xxxiv. 7, and of 
second ( crammaneinent wher’ the 
engeance and the merey of God are 

ntrasted, by representing the first 
as extending to the third and fourth 
cegeration, and the second to theu- 
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sands. M. Gibert justly observes, 

that there is no word in the orivi- 
nal answering to the word genera 
tion” in ours, and we believe every 

Other, translation, at least the Sep- 
tuagint and the Vulgate. He u urges 
further, and with some earnest: 
ness, that, upon the common in- 
terpretat ion, the entail of mercy and 
ot wrath might be confounded, and 
come to fail. upon the same posteri- 
tv. He thercfore concludes, that 
nothing is intended here but a com- 
parison between the beneficent and 
avenging attributes of the Deity, and 
that the proportion of the one to 
the other is represented as thousands 
to three or fonr. See pp. 24—97, 
We acquiesce in this conclusion, 
but we are not satisfied with the 
means by which the author arrives 
at it. The expression, * visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children,’’ in the second command: 
ment, and in the other parallel pas- 
sage it 1s added * children’s chil- 
dren,” convince us, that generations 
are intended, and that the term 1s 
properly added after the numerals 
in ourtranslation. The other argu- 
ment of our author we look upon as 
ratherarefinement; andthe whole 
question of entail (if we may s9 
speak) in the divine economy, a'- 
though it is discoverable, not only 
in the Mosaic institute, but in the 
very constitution of the human spe- 
cies, is involved in great difficulty 
and obscurity. 

We pass on to the fifth Sermon, 
because we cannot notice every 
portion of the work which has me- 
rit; and this arrests our attention 
more particularly, as it discovers the 
writer to be an Anti, or rather ¢ 
Non-Calvinist. In deelaring his 
‘entiments upon this head, he pro 
fesses to steer between two ex 
tremes, But this part of the wor 
might have escaped our particula! 
re card, at least a public announce 
ment, had it not included such 4! 
expression of charitable respect ' 
wards those who differ from him 0° 
this subject, as we could earne stly 
wish were universally imitated by 
those who adopt the same views. 
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“Aussi y a-t-ilen des serviteursde Dieu, 
éminents par leur piété, par leur travaux 
pour la convertion des anes, qui Vont 
maintenu, (the doctrine of reprobation) 
et qui ont édifié sur Jésus, le seul fonde- 
ment, de Vor, de Pargent et des pierres 
précieuses 5’ et dont les wuvres souticn- 
dront Pépreave qui en sera faite,” p. 63, 

In thissermon we observe atheory 
concerning the respective states of 
probation under which the author 
supposes man to be spine betore 
and after the fall, which we shall find 
amore proper place for noticing, 

The seventh Sermon intitled, 
“ Jésus Christ est venu sauver les 
Pecheurs,” on { Tim. 1. 15, is pecu- 
liarly excellent. We never remem- 
ber to have seen th ec argument for 
the truth of thesatisfaction of Christ, 
from the agony of soul, which 
the Saviour discovered at the view 
of his approaching suflerings, ex- 
hibited with more force and soiem- 
nity, than in the passage, pp. 109— 
113. We will present our readers 
with a part, that they may perceive 
tie nature of the argument. 

‘“‘ Expliquez-nous, (says the author, ad- 
dressing unbelievers) le contraste qu'il y a, 
entre ce désir que Jésus a de mouri, et sa 
craint de la mort? entre la frayeur qu’il a 
du supplice, et Pattente volontaire de ceux 
qui devoient le lui faire subir? entre ce 
courage, qui lui fait reprocher au sanhédrin, 
et aux principaux de sa nation, leurs crimes 
et leur hypocrisie; qui lui fait mépriser les 
menaces des Hérodes et des Pilates, tandis 
que la frayeur le surmoute, au point de lui 
faire suer des grumeaux de sang. 

*“* Mes freres, la sagesse de Dieu se dé- 
couvre méme dans ce qui paroit d’abord 
un folie; lacroix de Christ, ses angoisses, 
ses souffrances, et j’ai presque dit ses foi- 
blesses, témoigmenten faveur de la divinité 
de l!' Evangile.—Pour avoir une explication 
du contraste apparent qwil y a, dans le 
recit des souffrances du sauveur, rappellez- 
vous qwil ¢toit venu sur la terre pour ra- 
cheter les hommes par sa mort, et alors 
vous comprendrez, pourquoi il n’a pas 
Voulu s’y soustraire. Rapeliez-vous ensuite 
que Jesus Christ s’étoit chargé des iniquités 
de tous les hommes; afin de les expier ct 
davoir le droit de les pardonner, et alors 
Yous ne serez pas étonnés de ces angoisses 
Mortelles qu'il éprouve, lorsqu’il va sup- 
porter, tout le poids de la colere venge- 
» €t soufirir ce que méritent tous les 
Pechés, commis et a commettre.” 


The Sermon on the nativity has a 
striking passage on the mdiflerenee 
of men respecting the great sal- 
vation of the Gospel, pp. 132, 
133, 

That on the mutability of the 
world and the immutability of the 
word of God (Matt. xxiv. 35) con- 
tains, under the first head, a rapid 
and masterly sketch of the changes 
which have takeu place in the hea- 
vens and the earth; in the families 
of men, the most illustrious and nu- 
merous of which have not been able 
to retain their memory for many ge- 
nerations; in flourishing cities now 
lying in ruins; in fertile countries 
now become deserts ; in Chris- 
tian societies, which have deserted 
those seats where they formerly re- 
sided in great numbers and glory; 
and even in truth itself, which by 
individual socicties, professing to re- 
tain it, has been abandoned for the 
most pernicious error. pp. 149— 
154. This Sermon, it appears, was 
preached cn new year’s day; and 
the concluding reflections which 
discover that circumstance are re- 
markable for their pertinency and 
force: we were gratitied likewise by 
their loyalty. 

The next Sermon on love to God, 
where that important subject is wei! 
treated, affords an instance, in which 
the personal experience of the 
preacher is brought forward with 
judgment and considerable effict. 
pp. I83—186. ‘There is undoubt- 
edly such a thing as carrying this 
mode of addressing an audience to 
excess ; and it may be done, and we 
tear often is done, with much im- 
pertinence, indiscretion, and inde- 
cent assumption. We are of opi- 
nion, however, that in the mouths 
of aged pastors, particularly, it may 
not only be in character, but may 
also be productive of very powertul 
and beneticial etlects, 

In the second volume of this use- 
ful work, the first passage which ar- 
rests our attention is one, in which 
the author has discovered conside- 
rable acuteness tn assigning the true 


‘ 


cause of infidelity. After mention- 


ing, and shewing the insuiliciency 
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ot the two uli assigned, igno- 
rance and depravity, he adds, that 
the Views Christianity im an e€x- 
clusively speculative light, appears 

to him to be the principal cause of 
this mental malady. People think 
it suthcient to knew the truths and 
duties ot Christianity, and to under- 
s! nd the evidences by which its 
tr is deu onstrated, in order to 
their being Christians. But as 
knowledge on every subject is very 
} we. d. the taith ot these 
semu-christians must be equally un- 
stable, and subject to endless and 
mnsolvable doubts. He theretore 
concludes, that the truth and divi- 
nity of the Gospel can only be ethec- 
tually demonstrated to a man by 
the effect which it bas on the heart. 
A man must teel that he is in a 
state of perdition, and be sensible 
of his deliverance; and then he 
believes, in contormity with what 
he teeis, ary ot which he has 
the happy experience. pp. 20—22. 
Ve would point out the whole 
of the second part of the sermon, 
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on the law as leading to Christ, as 
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united ignorance and corruption |: 
justly represented by our author 
descending to his posterity, and » 
the only cause which will accony: 
for the actual depravity seen in thy 
world. Upon a comparison, hovw. 
ever, of the state of man betore and 
after the fall, as upon his trial for 
tuture condition, he contends th: 
the Jatter ts considerably prefer. 
able. And after admitting and 
statiug the corruption and condem- 
nation to which the human race js 
now subject, he asks, in language 
which we cannot very well tell how 
to luterpre a 


es 


5 


Mais peut-on dire que Dieu a aban- 
donne le genre humain dans cet état de 
perdition ? Peut-on dire qu'il veut nous 
imputer a crime cette miisere dans la- 
quelle nous naissons tous, & quwil veut 
punir les hommes, en tout ou en partie, 
par des chatimens éternels, de ce qu'ls 
sont nes souilles & pécheurs ?” p. 229. 

These questions, as might be in- 
ferred from their being made, are 
answered with a strong negative, 
Our author proceeds to say, in the 
next page, that what is called orig’ 
rot sin 18 less a egy wey than: 2 
change of condition; for, he adds, 
immedi: itely after Pub fall, Adam 1 r 
ceived the promise of the seed of 
the woman to bruise the serpent’ 
head. 

We, for our part, cannot under 
stand how we can be ina state of 


mental depravation, without being 
for that very reason under the ¢ 
picasure of God. Indeed, unlesst’ 
be the case we cannot pere elve a 


meaning 2. the expression 
Gibert allows, that the sinful acti 
which meb Pedic and whic hi yo , 
ly deserve the divine indiguat 
-e the fruit of this natural cor 
tion: dees no guilt then attach tot 
source, which not only existed 
he original transgressor, but ex 
In every individual of his poste 
The bringing mm the rede mptie 
Christ only serves to perples x 


mon 


‘ 
he 
—. 

~ 
> 


our state without that veils ie 
is into that state that the fall 
ight WS 5 the redemption 1s 


adveutitious consideration, and 
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rives the proof of its necessity, v \S- 
Jom, and merey, from our previous 
rondition. ‘The closing part of the 
application, particularly the last pa- 
r graph but one, appears to us to be 
much more consonant both te Serip- 
tore and to. the doctrines of our 
Chuareh. 

The first part of the sermon. on 
the Necessity of Good Works, pp. 
058—205, is an excellent view of 
the connection which subsists be- 
tween faith and works, and is 
particularly deserving of the atten- 
tion, both of those who oppose our 
articles and homilies by denying 
such a connection to be necessary ; 
and of these who calumniate evan- 
gelical writers as derogating from 
the value and necessity of good 
works. See likewise before, p. 14. 

The three sermons at the close, 
on the name of Christian, have pe- 
culiar merit, and place both the 
significant and important meaning 
of that appellation, and the awful 
responsibility of those who assume 
it, ina striking light. 

We are happy in the evidence, 
which these sermons aflord, that 
true Christianity is both preached 
and encouraged in the island of 
Guernsey ; and we hope, that the 
labours of the venerable author will 
extend bevond his own life to future 
generations. The stvle of the work 
is good; always pure and perspi- 
cuous, frequently animated; nor 
will the present preduction in any 
respect sully the fairly earned re- 
putation of the writer in other use- 
ful publications. We therefore think 
these sermons excellently calcu- 
lated to put into the hands of those 
of our countrymen, who are endea- 
vouring to attain a knowledge of 
the French language, and who 
would improve all their knowledge 
to the best purposes, 


ge — 


Sermons, for the Use of Colleges, 
Schools, and Familics. By Joun 
Napreton, D. D. Chancellor of 
the Diocese, and Canon lResi- 


23 
dentiary of the Cathedral Chureh 
of Hieretord., Gloucester, Oxtord, 
Hereford, London. vo. pp- 38?., 
Price 7s.6d,. 1805, 

Ir is almost always an advantage to 

a work to be definite in its object, 

It is peculiarly so with respect te 

Sermons, which are generally ad- 

dressed tothe public at large, with- 

out specifying, or perhaps having 
in view, any particular class of 
readers, for whose benefit they are 
especially intended or adapt. d. By 
contracting the field) of his Ja- 
hours, in the respect here mention- 
ed, a writer has itin his power to 
apply much more closely, and 
therefore with much greater pros- 
pect of success, the instruction 
which he undertakes to CONVEY 3 
to state the temptations, the ad- 
vantages, and the disadvantages, of 
the individuals, whom he selects as 
the object of his bencvolent exer- 
tions. No one will denv, that 


colleges, schools, and tamilies are 


societies, the religious institution of ° 


which is of great and extensive im- 
Lies rT; a ake ey 
portance, 1 he individuals compo- 
sing them, itis evident, must for the 
most part, be vouth ; and it isin this 
season of life, that the most pro- 
mising foundation of future excel- 
lence, utility, and happiness must 
be laid. 


ae . 
which oppose a late conversion 


TR ,* . . . o 
! ne rormidabdie obstacles 


render tiie instances of it very 
few. 

But there is required no smal] 
versatility of talent in an author to 
adapt his productions to standards 
of taste, and dimensions of intellect, 
materially ditferent from his own. 
Every person naturally addresses 
himself to his equals, when he pub- 
lishes his sentiments: and he js ob- 


lived to use some torce or disc ip! 1& 
with himself, whenever he proposes 
to instruct those who are consider- 
ably his intertors in intellectual 
capacity. It is perh ps owing to 
this circumstance, that most gram- 
mars are so all qualitied to answer 


their proper obrect, and thar the 


‘ 


preposterous custom is even yet 
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continued, of teaching a language 
mthe very language to be learned. 
It isno slender praise therefore (oan 
author, and no slender advantage to 
his work, if when youth are the ob- 
ject of instruction, the instruction 
itself, both im matter and torm, 1s 
such as will inform the mind, and 
interest the attention and = atlec- 
tions, of persons of that age. When, 
however, the instruction to be con- 
veyed is of a religious description, 
the circumstances of the case re- 
quire further qualifications, lt 
should relate to these doctrines and 
precepts, which are properly de- 
nominated principles, and imme- 
diately atiect the future salvation of 
men; doctrines, and precepts, in the 
absence of which no duties can be 
enforced upon their proper toun- 
dation; and these should be pro- 
pounded not only with simplicity, 
but with an earnestness and itera- 
tion (with respect to the substance 
ef the thing) which their prom. 
nent and commanding importance 
demands. That the periormance, 
of which we are now to give 
an account, is characterized by 
these qualifications, is a position to 
which we certainly cannot vield 
our assent: but that we may not 
forestall the twdgmentof ourreaders, 
we will proceed to examinethework, 
and to produce the grounds upon 
which we hesitate in pronouncing 
a favourable decision concerning 
its merits. 

The sermons are twenty in num- 
ber, and are preceded by a dedica- 
tion to the Right Hon. Heary Lord 
Viscount Sidmouth. 

The first sermon is “ On setting 
God before us,’’ where the con- 
nection between the duties which 
we owe to God, to our netghbour, 


. }? 


and to ourselves, is well illustrated. 
The second ts on Acts x¥iu. iP and 
is entitled “ On not caring tor Re- 
liziou.” Religion in general ts the 
> ibiect of this, as or the preceding 
sermon. In p. 46 we meet with 
the very common solution of the 


origin of evil, but, in our opinion, 


[A PRIt, 


as unfounded as it is common, tha 
liability to sin is the necessary coy. 
sequence of the freedom of an jp. 
teHiventagent. Do these reasoners 
suppose, that the angels who key 
their first estate are still liable ty 
tall? Do they suppose, that the 
spirits of just men, when made per- 
fect, will have no more security for 
the permanency of their happiness, 
than an equal chance of standing 
or talling? Is it not much better 
to acknowledge our ignorance upon 
this subject, than to amuse ourselves 


with reasonings which still more ef. 


fectually expose that ignorance al. 
though in another form? 

The two next sermons are on 
faith, a subject of great importance, 
and not of difficult statement, pro- 
vided the broad lines by which 
it is defined in scripture are at- 
tended to. They are both on the 
same subject, Rom. x. 10. We 
were staggered in the first of these 
sermons, and in the second para. 
graph, by the  oservation, ‘“ there 
was some kind of supplement to the 
detective righteousness of these vir- 
tuous persons,” Abel, Enoch, &c. 
‘“‘ which in some sort completed it,” 
We had hoped not to see even 
language of this sort in Dr. Na- 
pleton’s sermons, because no expla- 
nation can justify such a represen- 
tation of the obligation which be- 
lievers owe to their Saviour for their 
acceptance. This supplemental 
scheme is utterly unknown to St. 
Paul, and, we may add, to all the 
other sacred writers. We scruple 
not to observe likewise, that it is 
equally unworthy of the Christian 
plan of justification. We were de- 
termined, however, not to be easily 
ofiended, and the next page gave us 
some satisfaction, 

** Justitication,’’ says our author, ‘‘ as 
it relates to the dispeusations of God, hath 
doubtiess, for its source and origin, his es- 
sential oodness. He created man for hap- 
piness. The condition of his happiness 
was perfect obedience. When man by 
failing in the condition, had fallen from 
happiness, God desired to restore him to 
it. Lut as personal rigitcousness was the 
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condition Of the happiness for which he 
was created, so was justification orimputed 
righteousness essential to the happiness to 
which he was to be restore d.’’ p. 56. 

The author then proceeds to in- 
quire into faith as the mean of justi- 
Geation: but he seems to us unne- 
cessarily to enlarge the meaning of 
this faith, and not to confine it, as we 
think itought to be confined, to that 
reliance upon the sacrifice and me- 
rits of Christ, by which God has 
appointed that we shall obtain the 
remission of our sins, and accept- 
ance before him. The neces- 
sity of faith to our justification 1s 
urged by two reasons. The first 
iS ‘the condition of our nature, as 
we are free and reasonable crea- 
tures.’ The second is ‘our re- 
lation to God”’—the obligation of 
every “rational creature 0 use and 
exert his faculties, in all possible 
expressions of reverence to his 
Creator, and in the promotion of his 
own well being.” The virtue and 
benefits of faith close the sermon. 
Had we not expected to find a more 
particular and appropriate discussion 
of this subject in the next sermon, 
where the same topic is continued, 
we should have felt more dissatis- 
tied than we did: but upon being 
disappointed in this expectation, 
the following inquiries powertully 
obtruded upon us. Why did not 
the author, in stating the reasons 
of the peculiar mean of justification 
appointed by God, namely, faith, in- 
sist, as aright view of his subject 
would almost have compelled him to 
do, upon the sin and depravity of 

the human race? Why did he not 
enlarge upon human corruption, in 
its squree, in its effects, in its de- 
serts, in the punishment which the 
justice of God has denounced against 
it, as the reason why the humiliation 
and sufferings of the Son of God 


were necessary to the restoration of 


man? Why did he not expatiate, as 
the Scriptures do, upon the recon- 
Ciliation, peace, deliverance from 
wrath and fear, and assurance of the 
divine favour, which the sinner en- 
Joys who is justified by faith? Why 


did he not exhibit the propriety of 
faith as a mean in this affair, by 
pointing out the effectual manner 
in Which it excludes all merit in 
man, aud presenis him to himselfas 
saved by the free grace of God 
alone in Jesus Christ ? 

The second of the two sermons 
on faith is, as its title purports, “Ou 
profession of faith,” and undertakes 
the illustration of the latter clause 
of the verse; but not in the way 
that we should have expected. It 
contains, however, a good passage 
upon religious Conversation, pp. 85 
a ') 

The fifth sermon, “ On the Mira- 
cles of Christ,” is in general good, 
and, in some parts, original. The ts 
next on Prophecy are also entitled “4 
a favourable report: the latter is 
distinguished by collecting in a 
small compass, and placing ina Ju- 
minous point of view, the princ ipal 
prophecies relative to the Messiah. 

In the eighth and ninth sermons, 
“Qn the Uses of the Law,” we 
prepared ourselves for some colli- 
sion between the author’s senti- 
ments and our own. Our appre- 
hensions, however, were dissipated 
as soon as we found, that the Dector 
did not mean to confine himself to 
the exact import or liinits of his text, 
Gal. iii. 19; but, as he himseif ob- 
serves, to treat it “in a view some- 
what widerthan that in which the 
Apostle’s arguinent led him to con- 
sider it.” We according! iy find, that 
our author takes occasion eden his 
text to discuss the whole volume of 
the inspired Scriptures, in the first 
scrinon, as they relate to the period 
anterior, in the second, as they re- 
late to the time subsequent, to the 

advent of Christ. The view is, of 
course, exceedingly general. One 
argument is forcibly stated. 

“© We behold with admiration a series 
of prophecies, delivered and recorded in 
ditlerent ages and countries, by men of 
divers situations and characters, vari 
extent, in language, in perspicuity ; 
nually authenticated by intervening mf- 
racies ; carried into exeettion by kines 
and nations whe knew them not, felgiied 
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by priests and rulers who heard them 
every sabbath, yet did not understand 
them; all consistent and barmontous, all 
directs ad to one comprehensiy c object, all 
terminating tn one person, all accom- 


pp. 


gractous dispensation.” 


plish chin one 
Av, LT4. 

In p. 171, Dr. Napleton intro- 
duees | Cor. xv. 22, as uf that pas- 
sage of Scripture coutammed a state- 
went relative to the whole iuman 
race, and asserted on the one hand 
we entire evil which men derive 

rom Adam, and on the other the 
entire benefit which they derive 
from Christ. We are the more eager 
to notice this particular, because 
Mr. Locke has rmposed both upon 
himself, and upon many of his 
readers, by representing Rom.v. 12, 
to the end, as parallel with 1 Cor. 
xv. 22.to the end. And hence the tn- 


ference appears to be perfectly legi- 
timate that temporal death, or mor- 
tality, is the alone evil which we 

an refer to Adam as the source. In 
the first of the passages above men- 
tioned, the Apostle ev idently treats 
of the entire effects, both of 


1} : Dt aioe : “uY as ene oxic aeies 
fi. 1} t Adam, and of the rignteous- 


ness of 4 ris } the latter, he as 
evi. \ stines himselt to somuchk 
mis i; ft - etl "S t lated to 
the Jer discussion, the resur- 
re i th i Oo i. s ifconcerns 
the riocnt the resufr ction ot 
ti un st not b ry n¢ all i eg 
to Bot t re rrection even of 
the just not the entire benefit 
which they Priv f cht <t t 
was not ne essary, thereior GO} 
to be expected, that t entire ef- 
fect of Adam Ss traus¢eress i ¥ nich 
Ls opposed to the cther, shonld be 
stated. The illocica! regsonings of 
a ee es ae, ey : 
such a man as Lucke, and upon 
such a ibject as tt , reserve to 
exposed. 

The paragraph, pp. 295, 206, in 


the sermon on the savbath, is inge- 
nions and solid. 
The fifteenth sermon on sickne 
contains sume striking passages. It 
ag 


! ' . ‘ 1 
6% 2 subiect which secms suited to 
; N ay asnnties 
tne powe»>rs 9 r. 4 We grealiy 


regretted, however, tle absence of 


those SOUTCES of consolation, Whi r 
are peculiarly Christian, and whj, 
undoubtedly are calculated to |): We, 
and ought to have, the MOSt Pp Wer. 
ful etlicacy in reconciling the ry 
of a Christian to. sic kness, and | 
enabling him to improve it. In " 
prayer, madeed, put ito the mouth 
of a person recovered from — sick 
ness, at the close we meet with the 
following petition : ‘ May the un. 
certaunt V of lite and he alth instruct 
me in the proper use of them, to 
improve my moral nature under the 
assistance of thy Spirit, and to ob. 
tam thy favour through the me. 
diation of thy Son.” 

Our author has treated of the re. 
surrection of Christ in Sermon xy. 
ina very peculiar manner. To his 
young and = uninstructed readers 
that elorious event Is not presented, 
as a solemn attestation of he: aven 
to the character and pretensions of 
Christ, and a most illustrious evi- 
dence, given by God, that the atone. 
ment of his Son was accepted, and 
might safely be relied upon by the 
whole human race: but after sone 
benefits resulting from it, 


; 
7 


great in- 
deed, but note xclusively appropri- 
ate, are enlarged upon, the per- 
sons, for whose especial use this vo- 
lume ts intended, are informed, that 
Adam introduced death, and a se- 
parate existence of the soul afte 
death, and that the Redeemer came 

to confer upon mankind the benefit 

of a re-union of the soul with a 
gloritied body to live for ever. 
p. 315. . We confess that, had this 
been our assertion, we should have 
relt some dill liculty im Supporting it 
by S ripture, 

Dr. Napleton’s sermons are writ- 
ten with suificient eloquence, and 
occasionally with animation. It is 

a peculiarity in this author’s style, 
that he fre qe nt ly plac es the aa- 
jective, or adjectives, after the sub- 
stantive, and sometimes, but not al- 
ways, with a good effect. In our 
elder writers, particularly divines, 
this was an usual construction. Ie 
other respects we think the style 6 
Dr. Napleton reprehensible, by 
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being rather classical, than scriptu- 
ral. There is a perspicuity and 
force in the greater part of — 
raiexpressions, especially upon their 
proper subjc t, which recommend 
them powertully to the clergyman, 
who would be understood, and 
would influence. There is some- 
thing very inadequate, and to us 
rather heathenish, in the use of the 
terms ** virtue” and “ vice,” where 
the Scripture would employ those 
of “holiness” and “ sin.” These 
terms are perpetually recurring in 
Dr. Napleton’s Sermons, We can- 
not refrain likewise from objecting 
to the apparently timid, involved, 
and ambiguous manner, in which 
this divine speaks of sin and its ef- 
fects. There are sentiments also ex- 
pressed relative to the state of the 
human heart, which might be pal- 
liated, but, we think, can never be 
excused. Such as—‘‘ The seeds of 
good-will and kindness are sown 
in every heart.” p.79. “Have I 
obeyed the uncorrupted feelings of 
my heart, the dictates of my rea- 
son?” &c, améng the questions 
which a sick person will make to 
himself. p. 293. Directed and 
strengthened by these divine as- 
sistances, our native love of truth 
and virtue leads us to various de- 
srees of goodness.” p. 362. 

Upon the whole, although we are 
ready to allow a portion of merit to 
particular parts, and to some entire 
sermons, in this volume, we cannot 
forbear remarking, that the subjects 
selected appear to be of far too ge- 
neral a nature, and too generally 
treated, where not so, to interest or 
edify the particular classes to whom 
the sermons are addressed. It is a de- 
fect too, for which we should hardly 
know how to account, that so few of 
the topics introduced are strictly 
christian, or evangelical, We had 
hoped, that complaints of this kind 
Would be less frequently called for 
‘<ainst the more serious description 
of divines, since the justly popular 
sermonsof Mr.Gisborne have evinced 
the compatibility of elegant writing 

Curisr, Ovszrvery No. 52. 


with evangelical teaching; and have 
afforded, atonce, the encouragement 
of example, and the shelter of au- 
thority, to those, who, like him, 
shonld be disposed tomake the dis- 
tinguishing doctrines and doties of 
Christianity the subj ct of thew la- 
bours, cither from the pulpit or the 
press. 


Se — 


The Christian Mirror, exhibiting some 
of the Excellencies and Defects of the 
religious World, containing various 
Essays in Prose and Verse. 1,» Jon, 
Williams and Sinith, 1805 1!2mo. 
pp. 285. 

Tuis little volume manifests the best 

intentions, and the talents employed 

in accomplishing them are on the 
whole respectable. The essays are 
twenty-seven in number, and the 
subjects selected are of considerable 
practical moment; their object be- 
ing to exhibit just and scriptural 
views of the Christian character, 
and to correct those inconsisteacies 
of conduct in persons professedly 
religious, which share its excellence 

and diminish its etkect. It is im- 

possible, however, to proceed far 

Without discovering even in the 

mere turn of many of the expres- 

sions the school of the author. This 
defect which has been ably exposed 
by Mr. Foster in his essays, is par- 
ticularly objectionable in a work of 

a miscellaneous nature. It serves t 

repel the bulk of readers. And i 

is the less defensible on this oeca- 

siou, as the author appears perfectly 
capable of giving an intelligible 
version of the peculiar phraseology 
to which we object, in the language 

(as Mr. Foster expresses it) of pure 

intellect. We also meet oecasion- 

ally with a coarseness both of seuti- 
ment aud language which ought 
to have been avoided, 

In the progress of the work seve- 
ral characters are delineated tiles. 
trative of the effects of piety tm per- 
sons of ditkerent complexional ha- 
bits and propensities. They are th 
general placed in lights which re- 
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flect much instruction and improve- 
ment; but they labour under the 
same disadvantage with the author’s 
stvle; that is to say, they partake of 
the peculiarities incident to his own 
circle, and will not often be recog- 
nized beyond it. 

As a favourable specimen of the 
anthors manner, and as calculated 
at the same time, to teach some use- 
ful lessons, we shal! present our read- 

ers with wiaccount of Miss Lively, 
designed to exemplity the faults to 
which a person of f ardent feelings is 
liable, even when earnestly engaged 
in pursuing a religious Course. This 
extract will serve also to illustrate 
some of the defects with which Wwe 
have ventured to charge the work. 

‘€ Miss Lively was a young lady of an 
amiable temper, great sincerity, and an 
uncommon flow of spirits; to these natural 
qualifications was added every accomplish- 
ment which might be expected from an af- 
fiuent situation in life: her company was 
sought by ali the young and gay of her ac- 
quaiutanee, aud every visit seemed dull if 
Miss Lively was not of the party. 

‘* Her friends, however, discovered that 
she was sud¢enly become gloomy and me- 
lancholy ; her company was no longer plea- 
sant, and she, whom every one had ad- 
mired and fattered, was sneered at as a 
methodist, and avoided as a religious en- 


thusiast se—the only kind of exthustasm 


which worldly people uniformly condemn. 
A man may be an enthuseast In poetry, 
painting, music, or pu tosophy ; that is, he 


may be unreasonabiy attached to them, 
he world will admire him for that very 
attachment; but let him shew as greata 
rthe cause of God, and the welfare 
of his soul, (a cause to which our attach- 
ment can never be unreasonably strong, 
nor our attention too eager,) and every 
tomgue will condemn him. 
“‘ The following circumstance occasioned 
the change in Miss Lively, which rendered 


her so very disagreeable to her former ad- 
ae 7 a Lord’s day evening one of 
Miss Lively’s friends proposed going to 


hear a popular minister, who was to preach 
in the town where she lived. As, fromun- 
expected disappointments, they could not 
make uptheir party at card3, it was thought 
the dull hour might as well be passed away 
im the house of God, and accordingly these 
two ladies agreed to zo. The discourse 


[ Apri, 


was occasioned by the death of a youn 

person who bad been suddenly called into 
eternity: the sermon was adapted to tip 
event, and, tor once im her life, Miss Lively 
became serious. She listened, mused, won. 
dered at the truths she heard, and in yaip 
endeavoured to conceal her flowing tears 
When the service was over she went home 
with her Companion, but not a word wags 
spoken. Each of them carefully concealed 
from their friends the place where they 
had been; the one, because she was asham. 
ed of what she felt, and the other, because 
she was angry with herself, for having been 
the occasion of all this anxiety and distress 
to her amiable friend, It was, however, 
soon visible enough to a!l, that Miss Lively 
was deeply affected with something; but 
nobody could account for it: one suspected 
she was ill, another that she had been of. 
fended: they were willing to suppose any 
thing, rather than that their gay compa- 
nion could be so weak as to be affected by 
anything-said in a pulp. 
a thousand other causes, while she at an 
early hour retired to her chamber ; but it 
Was to weep, not to rest. The faithfu! 
warnings of the preacher still rung in ber 
ear, and she could not sleep. Her distress 
continued for several days, and was in- 
creased by the attemyts of her friends to 
remove it. Their amusements, their plea- 
sures, their vain conversation was loathsome 
to her: instead of healing they aggravated 

the wound in her conscience ; and in the 
whole circle of her acquaintance there wa: 
not one who could direct her to a remedy. 
At length it was settled, by all, that she had 
lost her senses; and the poor distract 

girl became the subject of conversation ay 
pity inevery company. It was found ou: 
that she had been meddling with religios, 
and there was nat a doubt but it had made 
her mad. Every expression of sympathy 
for her was mingled with a caution again: 
having too much todo with religion; 20° 
her connexions rejoiced in the persuasis, 
that they had just enough to carry them © 
heaven, without the possibility of its causir: 
any derangement on earth. Indeed, b« 
distress was so great, that, had she not me’ 
with relief, it might have ended in reai !t- 
nacy: but he ‘ who knoweth our infirm” 
ties, and remembereth we are but dus 
administered to her strong consolation. |= 
der hearing the same minister who had f. 
her mind with terror, she experienced + 
degree of comfort. While he was rept 
senting Christ as the able and willing 5* 
viour of the chief of sinners, her fears *°" 
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dissipated, the garment of praise was given 
her for the spirit of heaviness, and the oil 
of joy for mourning. She now became as 
cheerful as ever, but her happiness flowed 
from a different source: praise was conti- 
nually in her lips. She became anxious to 
bring her acquaintance to the same Saviour 
whom she had found, and fondly imagined 
if they would but give her a hearmg, they 
must be convinced. 

‘‘The truths of theG ospel appeared to her 
so plain and so interesting, that she thought 
wherever they were heard they must be re- 
ceived with gladness. With these views, 
in all companies, she made religion the 
subject of her conversation ; hence her car- 
nal acquaintance soon forsook her. Miss 
Lively now laid aside her fashionable 
dresses, distributed her feathers, her rib- 
bands, and other gaudy articles of her 
wardrobe, and assumed the dress of a me- 
thodist, or a quaker. Thus she completely 
ruined her reputation with her former 
friends; and of all her late admirers, there 
was scarcely one who would speak to her, 
This might be wisely ordered by Provi- 
dence, for her good : as in consequence of 
it, without any difficulty, she was freed 
from connexions which, on account of her 
vivacity, would have been to her a perpe- 
tualsnare. From a natural easy turn of 
mind she could well endure the frowns of 
the world, and smile at its contempt ; but 
its smiles and caresses must have ruined 
her. 

** She soon acquired a new set of acquaint- 
ance, who, though inferior, to her former 
ones in quality, in fortune, and in rank, 
were greatly superior to them in virtue, 
piety, and solid worth. Their society con- 
tributed much to her comfort, and growth 
i grace, She had a heart peculiarly form- 
ed for the enjoyments of christian commu- 
nion, and she frequently stood in need of 
the counsel, and sometimes of the gentle 
rebukes of her judicious friends. Her in- 
experience in religion, and the warmth of 
her temper frequently led her into errors. 
She was always judging of her state in the 
sight of God, by her own frfmes and feel- 
ings: thus, if she was ina lively frame, she 
would think well of her state, but when her 
natural spirits sunk, she would then ima- 
gine there was no grace in her heart. The 
last sermon she heard was the worst, or the 
best she had ever heard in her life: and if 
the preacher did but move the passions, 
however injudicious, or erroneous, if not 
grossly so, he was sure to have her applause. 
It any person appeared at all under serious 
impressions, Miss Lively would at once 


pronounce them converted, and was, some- 
times, angry with the more grave and 
thoughtful, who wished to judge of the tree 
not by its blossoms but by its fruits. Her 
friends lamented her want of self-govern- 
ment; she was somehow betrayed ito le- 
vities unbecoming her profession. Pring 
in the habit of feeling and speaking warmly, 
she would often make strong declarations 
of attachment, when, perhaps, she hardly 
meant half what she said; and sometimes 
she would make promises, without consi- 
dering whether she could fulfil them ; not 
to say that she now and then forgot to ful- 
fil them when she was able to do it. 

** Hasty in her decisions, she would often 
say and do many imprudent things, and 
frequently did not use the best means for 
attaining desirable objects: though it must 
be allowed, by her activity in embracing 
seasons of doing good, she often accom- 
plished her end, when the more prudent 
and cautious Christian has lost the season 
in reficcting upon the most propcr means 
of improving it. The poor often felt her 
benevolence, and the affiictec were often 
refreshed by her kind and triendly visits: 
her soul was disposed to sympathy; she 
wept with them that wept, and rejoiced 
with them that rejoiced. Lukewarm pro- 
fessors would be disposed to mark every 
little failing in a character whose zeal re- 
proached their own indifference: and it is 
to be lamented that she so often furnished 
them with an opportunity. Her more in- 
timate friends admired the excellencies, 
without overlooking the defects of her cha- 


racter, and would sometimes warn her of. 


her danger; neither was she backward in 
taking reproof: but whether the warnings 
were not given with sufficient taithrulness, 
or repeated with sufficient frequency, 
we cannot determine: however it was, 
Miss Lively seemed but little benefitted by 
them ; her natural disposition got the better 
of every effort, and she continued the same 
imprudent, aflectionate, changeable, amia- 
ble creature. 

‘At length her haste and imprudence be- 
came its own cure ; and the Kind providence 
of God accomplished that by afflictens, 
which the concern of her tmends had in vain 
attempted. A few months after Miss 
Lively's conversion, ber relatives became 
so far reconciled as to behave towards her 
with civility, and she visited them oeca- 
sionally. At tirst her visits were short, 
and she was always upon her guad, and 
was generally accompanied by some chris- 
tian friend. But one day, unhappily, she 
made one among a large party, Composed 
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of carnal and worldly persons. Miss Lively 
Was determ ned to shew them she was not 


ashamed ©* her re tgion; indeed, pride un- 


der the dissuise of zeal, was der principal 
motive for making this visit: accordingly 
she took the frst opportunity of introduc- 
ing her favourite subject ; none of the com- 
pany seemed disposed to listen to her, ex- 
ceptiog a -nilitary gentieman, who was too 
pore not to attend toa lady. Miss Lively, 
delishted that at length she had obtained 
a hearing, went on most fuentiy, began to 
fancy soe was doing great good, and at last 
could not helpexciaiming, ‘ Dear captain 
D --— , bow T long for your conver- 
son!’ The Captain replied, with his accus- 
tomed politeness, 
Miss Lively, to be 





* J should be happy, 
converted by you, would 
you favour me with anotber interview?’ 
This was agreed to without a moment’s 
thouzht. From that time they became in- 
timate. The Captain lett offs wearing, and 
other outward immor slities, attended Miss 
Lively with the utmost assiduity to the 
house of ‘:od, admired all that she admired, 
and so completely wen her atiect ons, that 
he very soon possessed himself of her for- 
tuce, and ber person, by a precipitate mar- 
riage. It was in vain that her friends ar- 
gued with her on the propriety of waiting 
to see if there was really a change in the 
heart of the person to whom she was about 
to attach herself for life. She was too proud 
of her convert to doubt a moment of the 
reali'y of the change. All remonstrances 
were useless, she declared that the finger 
of Providence was so evident in the whole 
affair, that nothing should restrain ber. As 
So0n as Captain D nad gained the 
object, he was not very ceremonious in 
throwing off the mask which Miss Lively 
had given bim the trouble of 


wearing 
but for a short time: 


at tist he laughed at 
for women and fools, 
‘penly and violently per- 
secuted i:is amiavie wife. 


sc > 


itis uuneCcessary to uter into a particu- 
lar account of the trials whieh Mrs. D 
Was now Calle With cifticul- 
ty. and very raieiy, could she attend the 
puslic means of grace; a 


all religion as fit only 
and at length, he ¢ 





d to undergo. 


din agreat mea- 
$iré sue Was cut off from ali her religious 
Connexions, These were heavy trials. She 
fan wo COMNAnIs bu Bible, no friend 
but her God an ‘our, nO means ot grace 


but t..cse of a private: nature; nevertheless 


sc as Often <aid that before her afflic- 
tions, sne f ‘¢ about religious enjoy- 
ments; now she kace what they were. 


Her devotions were indeed oiten interrupt- 


ed by blasphemy and abuse, her Bible somes 
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times taken from her; but nothing could 
separate her from the love of God, and the 
enjoymentof his presence-She now lived and 
walked by faith, in a more eminent degiee 
than she had ever done before. She had 
abundant occasion for all her natural spi- 
rits, and if she had not been remar: ably 
favoured in this respect, must have sunk 
uader her heavy burden. What the kind 
endeavours of her friends could never effect 
was now produced by the severity of af- 
fiction; and a degree of excellence ap- 
peared in the character of this lady which 
had never before been manifested. Her 
cheerfulness appeared truly amiable, and 
unmixed with the frailties to which she had 
been subject. As she was now forced to 
read more, and converse less about reli- 
gion, her judgment became more solid, 
Her zeal was in nothing diminished; but 
it was tempered with prudence. By her 
meekuess and patience she has often dis- 
armed the rage of a brutal husband; yet 
she displayed fortitude in what she knew 
was right and consistent with the divine 
will: but she had already, to her cost, ex- 
perienced too much the sad effects of the 
weakness of her own judgment to shew any 
thing of vain-glory, or positivity in detend- 
ing her opinions. 

‘¢ This flower, which now displayed new 
charms, and appeared peculiarly beautiful, 
was not long to adorn the garden of Godon 
earth. Severe trials, in a few years, ex- 
hausted the spirits of the once animated 
Miss Lively ; and though her mind was ¥- 
gorous, and her soul in prosperity, yet her 
body sunk under the pressure of accumu- 
lated trials, and after a short and rou.h 
continuance here, she was removed into 
that state ‘ where the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest’.” 

Essay s the sixth and eleventh dis- 
cuss the subject of theatrical amuse- 
ments, which are satisfactorily 
shewn to be incompatible with the 
purity of mind and manners requir- 
ed by Christianity. We recom 
mend the perusal of these essays to 
such of cur readers as either enter- 
tain doubts on this subject, or wish 
to be assisted with arguments against 


the arnusements in question, 
Of the poetry which is largely 


scattered throughout the volume, it 


is sufficient to say, that no part ol it 
rises above mcdive rity. 
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The Clergyman’s Assistant in the Dis- 
charge of parochial Duties, espe- 
cially those of a private Nature. 
By J. Ropinson, M. A. Vicar of 
Llitton with Silsoe. London, 
Hatchard, 1805. 8vo. pp. 231. 
Price 5s. 

Tur immense variety of cases, ne- 

cessarily existing among the = sick 
and dying, whom the clergy are 

called to visit, certainly requires a 

much larger provision of suitable 

prayers and addresses than those al- 
ready made for their use, however 
contfessedly excellent, in the visita- 
tion otce of the Common Prayer 

Book. Of this circumstance the 

framers of that office seem to have 

been well aware; as, from the 67th 
canon, it sufficiently appears, that 
their lsboure | in thisde ‘partme nt were 
designed only to be a help to such 
of the clergy (of whom at that time 
there was a very large number in 
this kingdom) as were not licensed 
to preach. Such as were thought 
qualified to be preachers were na- 
turally judged competent to manage 
their visits to the sick in the most 
edifying manner, and as their seve- 
ral characters and states of mind 
should suggest, and are therefore 
by the canon left to their own dis- 
cretion. ‘The custom however now 
prevalent of licensing as preachers 
all who are admitted | into holy or- 
ders, leaves room for the supposi- 
tion, that many, among the younger 
clergy especially, will not disdain 
such ‘assistance as the more expe- 
nenced of their brethren may otler 
them for the profitable disc har ge of 
this important part of minister ial du- 
ty. Hence several manuals of exhor- 
tations and prayers, adapted to this 
purposc, have at different times been 
published; and a new one is here 
presented to the prblic, on the 
merits of which we are now briefly 
to report, : 
The work is divided into two 
parts, of which the first contains 
hints of advice and direction to the 
clergy in the discharge of their se- 
veral ministrations, both public and 
private ; preceded by some useful 
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and impressive observations on “the 
great importance of the priestly 
office and qualifications.” The se- 
cond consists wholly of prayers 
adapted to a great number of cases, 
both general and particular, which 
may be supposed to occur aniong 
the sick and the dying. Of the 
execution of the work, we feel some- 
what at a loss how to speak. 

Many of the anthor’s hints for 
the conducting of the several cleri- 

cal ministrations, ure unquesti ionably 
good ; and the ide ‘votions which he 
has here provided for his younger 
brethren, are oftentimes appropri- 
ate, and well adapted for the bene- 
fit of the sick. Yet, how could 
we acquit ourselves to our own con- 
science, were we to speak in terms 
of general approbation of any Wo rk, 

disclosing theological sentiments 
which we conceive to be wholly at 
variance with Scripture, and with 
the true aesepvalicaes doctrines of 
the church of England? Such, we 
are sorry to say, are many of the 
opinions, directly or indirectly, 
taught in the publication before us. 

In p. 33, we are exhorted to re- 
ceiving the Lord’s Supper, among 
other ends, “ that it may plead for 
us with God the Father on hisSon’s 
account, to blot out our sins, and 
give us ay interest in his reall 
p. 6S. “ Justification by faith,” we 
are expressly tol; 1, ~ sup pases Loc 4G 
works as a necessary conditr n of 
our being justified in the sight of 
God, and does not exclude them :” 
while “ our hopcs of eterna! hap 
piness should arise from a con- 
sciousness of our sineere endeavours 
to fulfil the conditions of the gospel 
covenant.” p. Os. 

At p. 93, the following singnilar 
decision occurs, designed tor the 
comfort of persons of melancholy 
disposition ; “ thata delight im re- 
ligious eXe rcises iS not absolutely 
necessary to render our worship oc- 
ceptable to God ; because” (the rea- 
son is as singular as the decision) 
‘“ as his service ts a reasoualice one, 
those who worsh phim, vot as h 
are affected by passion, but os 
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are led by reason, must act agree- 
ably to its nature.” This reason, 
it is obvious to remark, is good for 
nothing; tor, uf it be of any avail 
to the pu pose for which it is ad- 
duced, it must operate tar beyond 
that purpose, and will shew, not 
oaly that delight im religious ex- 
ercises Is not absolutely necessary, 
&e. but that it is absolutely impro- 
per, being inconsistent with a rea- 
sonable service, and therefore at all 
times rendering our worship unac- 
ceptable to God. 

We had marked several more pas- 
sages, which appeared to us repre- 
hensible, but we will notice only 
two of them. In p. 107, the pen- 


tent is told, that “ the giving of 


alms” is ‘fof great efficac Vv for the 
pardon of sin:” and in p. 115, he 
is taught thus * to argue with him- 
self,” for the procuring of consola- 
tion to his mind: “I know that I 
have sinned grievously and fre- 
quently, but 1 have repented aud 
begged pardo nm; 1 have contessed 
and forsaken my sins, and done all 
that is possibie for me to make an 
gionement.” 
On these expressions we need not 
make any comment. If it be ob- 
- and clearer senti- 
ments are in other parts of the 
ance *; work held out to view, we 
willingly acknowledge it; and the 
very parag raph precedi ng our “> 
quot tation, ca ich we gl: adly i abal 
a si triking xemp! fhieatio n of the re- 
mark : aa we can truly say, we 
should rejoice, had the whole ie fa 
furmance of Mr. R. been of a piec 
with language so correct and evan. 
gelical. 


jected, that bette! 


7 


‘<1f from myself I were to derive my 
title toheaven, my sins wou'd be a just ar- 


egincnt of despair: but now as they oring 


me to Cirtst and dive me to appeal to 
God's meres. and te tae sancti ary in the 
cross, they certainly ought not, they can 
not be 2 just cause of des spair.” p. 1195 


Who would have concerved it 
possible, that the same author who 
penned this excellent sentence, 

i] cry next pe wiod. 
if int his catia talk of . b ay ing 


[ Aprit, 


done all that is possible for him to 
make an atonement ?” But in truth 
such inconsistencies are far from un. 
common in the writings of many 
very fashionable modern divines ; 
so that a critic is frequently puzzled 
to know in what class to place his 
author; and the orthedox and he- 
terodox may each claim him in 
their turns, One would wonder 
(if the known levity of mankind on 
religious subjects did not preclude 
all room for just surprise) that per- 
sons of sense and erudition should 
not endeavour, before they preach 
or write, to obtain so clear and well 
arranged a knowledge of the system 
they propose to teach, as shall at 
least secure a consistency with 
themselves, and save them trom the 
reproach of “ knowing not what 
they speak, nor whereof they af- 
firm.” But, fortunately, if authors 
be not always good divines, their 
readers commonly have still Jess 
pretension to the character. The 
current notions of the day they are 

acquainted with; and if these 
be found, with “Whatever other 
heterogeneous matter they may be 
compounded, the ignorant and in- 
considerate (always the majority) 
will be sure to applaud the writer, 
and patronize the work. 


2 ee — 


Interesting Conversations on Moral 
and Religious Subjects, interspersed 
with Narrative. By a Lady. 12mo., 
pp. 268. London, Williams and 
Smith. 1805. Price 5s. 


We shall make no other remark 
upon the equivoque, with which 
this title begins, than to say, that 
the temptation which it holds out to 
a captions critic might have been 
avoiacd, by entitling the work 
Moral and Religious Conversations 
on Interesting Subjects. 

The introductory Address in- 
forms us, that these conversations 
are designed by the relator “ more 


particularly for the younger part ot 


herown sex.” Had the volume in- 


deed been inteuded cxclusively for 
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ersons of this description, we 
should object to the discussion of 
such topics as the ‘Toleration Act, 
p- 50, the Athanasian Creed, p-130, 
the sense of the xxxix Articles, 
p. 238, and some other subjects of 
a similar class. 

We think that the character of 
Mr. Blunt is neither well chosen 
nor well delineated. lis charac- 
teristic 1s Coarseness, not a rough 
and unpolished simplicity. He 
sometimes degenerates into rude- 
ness and improper levity, and at 
p. 163 seems to us rather profane. 
This is not, however, the only in- 
consistency in the conduct of Mr, 
Blunt. Inch. ix. we find him de- 
viating from what he himself con- 
sidered to be right, by going to a 
ball, in the hope of ascertaining 
whether Cap. Frippery was about 
to attack the person and fortune of 
his ward. We observe here the 
Palevan principle acted upon by a 
Christian, without censure from the 
author, and we may add without 
any necessity in the nature of the 
case. Mr. Blunt almost retrieves his 
character by his just remarks on 
theatrical amusements, p. 152, et 
seq.; and at p. 168, et seq. we 
cordially approve his censure of 
Socinian Hymn Books, and parti- 
cularly of their depravation of Dr. 
Watts’s Hymns. We know not what 
name this conduct has in the Ele- 
ments of Socmian Ethics. 

The character of the Socinien 
Teacher Wisely is the best exhi- 
bited in the book. The sermon at 
pp. 39—44, is creditable to the ta- 
lents, and we believe to the acen- 
racy of the writer. But we mucli 
disapprove the introduction of so 
much Socinian plausibility as this 
character is permitted to deliver, 
With no other answer and antidote, 
hut the very inferior ones of Mr. 
Blunt. A letter from Mr. Blunt to 
an intelligent friend, suppose Mr. 
Zealous, giving au account of the 
conference, might have introduced 
very naturally the proper contu- 
tation. t 
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Mr. Zealous is likewise a very 
well drawn character. 

There are some other particulars 
to which we have objections, espe- 
cially the insertion of the epigram, 
p. 193. 

We have suffered ourselves to be 
the more liberal in stating what 
we concéive to be the detects of 
this little work, becanse, notwith- 
standing the impression our readers 
will already have received, we look 
upon it not only as valuable both in 
its intention and im its tendency, 
but as executed with a fair propor- 
tion of ability; and because we 
wish to see a second edition, which 
it is very probable wiil be called 
for, purified trom the faults, and 
supplied as to the omissions, which 
detract from the value and utility 
of the work as it now stands. We 
would likewise recommend to the 
authoress, among our other sug- 
gestions, te alter the whole system 
of names, and to put arbitrary in 
the place of significant oncs, which 
scarcely ever have a good effect in 
any other than works of continued 
allegory. By a due attention to 
the advice, which we have taken 
the liberty to impart, we think that 
the present work wui be rendered 
much more attractive; and that 
the “ Conversations on Moral and 
Religious Subjects” will have a 
much better claim, though not wrth- 
out a considerable one now, to the 
epithet ot interesting.” 


~ 


a 

An English Spelling Book; with 
Reading Lessons adapted to the 
Capacities of Children: in Three 
Parts, calculated to advance the 
Learners by Natural and Easy 
Gradations: and to teach Ortho- 
graphy and Pronunciation together. 
$y Linpiery Mcrray, Author of 
“ Faglish Grammar adapted to the 
ditterent Classes of Learners.” 
York, Wilson and Speace; Lon- 
don, Longman, &e. l2mo. pp. 
216. 1804. Price Is. 6d. 

Tris is a very neat and useful ele- 

mentary book. The scale of » 
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struction which the author has ex- 
hibited is accurately graduated ; 
although we cannot help thinking 
the pains employed in giving les- 
sous of the various sounds of the 
vowels zn words of colloguial use, 
(for there almost exclusively the 
variation of corruption is to be 
found) to be in a great degree su- 
perfluous. ‘The point to be aimed 
at in all works like the present ts, to 
detain the learner a suflicient time 
at each step of his progsess, to pre- 
vent, if we may use the metaphor, 
his outgrowing his strength, and at 
the same time toadvance hii to suc- 
cessive steps as soon as his past ac- 
quirements will permit. This rule 
will of course vary with the ditfe- 
rent ages and abilities of the indi- 


Literary and Philosophical Intelligence...Great Britain. 
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vidual: but as a general standard 
this lithe volume seems to be wel} 
proportioned, 

The reading lessons are very ap. 
propriate, amusing, and useful, 
They are likewise free from the taint 
of the prevailing irreligion. At 
p. 20+ are some good observations 
upon the variation in the orthogra- 
phy of derivatives, with which Dr, 
Johnson’s Dictionary is chargeable, 

This author deserves much praise 
and encouragement for the pains he 
lias taken in purifying books of in- 
struction ; and the Englsh Gram. 
mar, mentioned in the title ef the 
present work, will establish his 
character asa writer in this impor- 
tant department of literature. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 


Tue following works are preparing for the 
press, viz. An Account of a Voyage to 
Madrus, Bengal, and Chine, by Mr. J. 
Jounson, Surgeon of the ship Caroline yu 
A new edition of Dr. ARNoLD’s Treatise 
on Insanity; and a Selection of Scotch his- 
torical Ballads, with Illustrations, by Mr. 
J. Finvay. 

Inthe Press:—A new edition, consi- 
derably improved, of 4A World without 
Souls :—A Portion of the Provincial Glos- 
sary, compiled by the late Rev. Jonatu. 
Bovcuer; revised by Sir Farp. Epen, 
Bart.—The second edition of Govucn’s 
Caspen’s Britannia; to be completed in 
16 parts, forming 4 large vols. in folio :— 
A volume of Remerks on the Husbandry and 
internal Commerce of the East Indies ; re- 
printed from the original published at Cal- 
cutta :—A second vol. of the Chronological 
History of Voyages and Discoveries in the 
South Sea ; by Captain Burney.—MMe- 
moirs of a Traveller now in Retirement; in 
5 vols. 12mo. being an account of the life 
of the Rev. Mr. Dutens, including anec- 
dotes of almostevery courtin Europe. 

The Poems of Osstan inthe original Gae- 
lic, accompanied by a Latin translation ; 
and Travels in France, Italy, and Germa- 
py, by M. Le Maistre. 

Mr. THELWwact has opened a seminary 
(No. 40 Bedford Piace, Russe!) Square) 
for the cultivation of the science and prac- 


tice of elocution, and the cure of impedi- 
ments of speech. 

Mr, Mann, a gentleman who has tra- 
velled expressly for the purpose of éxa- 
mining and comparing the different me- 
theds of teaching the deaf and duinb 
adopted at the various institutions on the 
Continent, is returned toLondon, and offers 
his services to parents and guardians for 
the instruction of the deafand dumb. His 
terms may be learnt at the library of 
Messrs. Dulau and Co, Soho Square. 

Dr. THorNtTon, itis said, has saved the 
lives of two persons, who had taken, the 
one an ounce, and the other two ounces of 
Laudanum, by means ofacids, and the inha- 
lation of Oxygen-Gas. The most powerful 
emetics had no effect till assisted by lemon 
juice. ‘* Opium,” says the Doctor, * de- 
prives the system of its oxygen: that is, 
renders the &bres iess attractive of that 
principle: and hence oxygenated metals 
pres ating less affinity to the fibres of the 
Stomaca are not decomposed, and fail of 
counteracting the fatal effects of opium. 
The vegetable acids easily give out this 
oxygen, and they therefore at once coune 
teract the effects of Laudanum.” 

Mr. Joun Jackson has invented a hori- 
zoutal windmill on a new construction, 
the principles of which may be applied to 
watcr wheels. The chief properties of 
this contrivance are, 1. That it is equally 
adapted to turn an axle in any position, 
and in either element. 


“. The facility 
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. with which it may be set to the wind, have 
Pats power regulated, stopped, or made to 
torn in a contrary direction, 3. With a 
tical axle, it will not require a building 
fang particular shape or height. 

yr. W. NEILSON proposes to publish by 
subscription an Introduction to the Irish 
Language. He has nearly ready for the 
4 press an Irish Dictionary. . 
-) Nearly ready for publication, An In- 
4 ir: duction to the Geography of the New 
4 Testament, comprising a summary chrono- 
4 logical and geographical View of the Events 


 yecorded respecting the Ministry of our 
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= Saviour, with Questions for Examination, 
“Sand an accented Index: accompanied 
a with Maps. By Lant Carpenter, Exeter. 

- The two gold medals annually given by 
> the Chancellor of the University of Cam- 
vi bridge, to the best proficients in Classical 
~ Literature, have been adjudged this year 
Pe __the first to Mr. Mrrcesert, of Pem- 
: ’ broke Hall; the second, to Mr. Hustver, 





Sof Trinity College. 

4 Messrs. DEsoRMEAUX and HUTCHINGS, 
4 ef Barking, have obtained a Patent for the 
4 manufacturing of candles with hollow wicks ; 
+ which are so made as to form a hollow 
, ‘tube through the candle, by which means 
Sa much greater surface of wick is obtained 

"than by the common wick, which consists 

7 of a loose cord of cotton, and varicus other 

advantages are secured. 


i" SOCIETY FOR BETTERING THE CONDITION 
OF THE POOR, 


In the 27th Report of this Society are con- 
tained the following papers, viz. 

1. Evtract from an Account of the Parish 
Schools in Scotland, by James Currie, 
M. D. By the law of Scotland the landed 
proprietors and the minister of each parish 
are obliged to raise by an assessment a 
sum for building a school house, and pay- 
ing the salary of a school master. ‘They 
are also required to chuse a school master, 
sudject to the approbation of the Presby- 


x 








the 








Cunist. Osseny. Ne. 52. 


ory, YParhament added to this prevision 
a grant of £20,000, the annual interest of 
woich is to be laid out in erecting and 
) Naintaining schools. And the society for 
propagating the Gospel in Scotland apply 
s annually about £4,000 of their funds to 
q purpose of erecting aud maintaining 
shools, in addition to the legal schools, in 
‘Mtensive parishes. Where all these meaus 
Prove insufficient, the peasantry nnite to 
» tablish private schools of their own. So 
convinced indeed are the poor people of 
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Scotland of the benefit of instruction te 
their children, that though they may often 
find it difficult to feed and clothe them, 
some kind of school instruction they almost 
always give them. The example of Seot- 
land seems to have decided the question 
respecting a system of national instruction 
forthe poor, At the present day there is 
perhaps no country in Europe, in which, 
in proportion to its population, so small a 
number of criminals fall under the lash of 
the criminal! law. One Quarter Sessions for 
the town of Manchester has sent more 
felons abroad than all the judges of Scot- 
land usually do in a year. In Manchester 
it is believed there are many thousand in- 
dividuals who can neither read nor write, 
Schools similar to those of Scotland have 
been established in New England, in Swit- 
zeriand, and in the northern counties of 
England. The similarity of character be- 
tween the New Englanders, the Swiss, and 
the Scotch, is remarkable. And the pea- 
santry of Westmoreland, &c. appear to 
possess considerable superiority over the 
peasantry of the more southern parts of the 
island. 

Some useful remarks are added on this 
subject in the appendix. The superior in- 
telligence of the Scottish peasantry is al- 
luded to and traced to the schools, which 
are greatly aided by the constant residence 
and superintendance of the clergyman. 
The happy efiects of their religious educa- 
tion are not counteracted by the establish- 
ment of asystem of poor laws, similar to 
that which is established in England,which, 
as administered in many cases, operates as 
an incitementto idleness and a discourage- 
iment to indolence ; takes away from vice 
and indolence the prospect of their most 
dreaded consequences, and from virtue and 
industry their chief sanctions. Happily in 
Scotland the establishment of a system of 
instruction for the poor, has been con- 
nected with the rejection of a legal provi- 
sion for the support of poverty : and the 
result has proved bizhly favourable to in- 
dustry and good morals : so that the Scot- 
tish peasantry are represented as possess- 
ing a more than usual share of prudence 
and reflection, and appreaching nearer 
than persons of their order usual'y do to 
the definition of aman, as a ** being that 
looks before and after.” A striking partica- 
lar in this character is stated to be the 

strength of their domestic attachments. 
The parents submit to great privations 
for the good of their cbiidren: and if the 
children live, they are sure to have their 
reward, by sharing their presperity. Even 
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in the lowest ranks the wages of the chil- 
dren are generally at the disposal of the 
parents: and perhaps in no country is 
so large a part of the wages of labour ap- 
plied to the support of the infirm and aged, 

2. Extract from an account of a female 
overseer of the parish of Stoke, by ipl 
Brooke, Esq. 

3. Extract from an account of the means 
used in the Hundred of Ongar respecting 
apr: mirzcing bi Or, by the Rev. W. Her- 
RINGHAM, A M. 

4, Evtract from an account of the i“ ith 
Society for the suppression of Vagrants, the 
relef of distress, and enconrag mentoft kee, 
try, by J. S. Duncan, Esq. This last is a 
very interesting paper; but our limits will 
not allow us to enter into any details 
respecting it. 

5. Evtract from an eceaunt of theappren- 
trcing of the Children of the poor in Devon- 
shire, by the Rev Duke YONGE. 

The appendix contains reports of the 
medica! cominittee of the Jennerian Se- 
ciety, and of the Sucis ty itself, on tue sub- 
ject of vaccination, of which we have al- 
ready given some acecount. (See Appen- 
dix for 1ev5 ;) an account of the moonage- 
ment of bees on Mount Hymettus in 
Greece : and a statement of the medical 
report of the London House of Recovery 
fur the year 180). 

FRANCE, 


MM. Huszotpr and Bonrtanpr have 
published, at Paris, the commencement of 
their pomised work on Eguinoctial Plants. 
The H-rbal brought by these travellers 
from Mexico, the Cordiileras, the Andes, 
the Ise of Cuba, the provinces of Caracas, 
Cumensa, Barcelona, New Grenada, Quito, 
Peru, the banks of the Riv Negro, the 
Oronoko, and the River of Amazons, is 
supposed to be the richest in exotic plants 
ever brought to Europe. As these natu- 
ralists have resided a considerable time in 
countries hitherto unexplored by botanists, 
the value of a co lection containing 0,500 
species may be readily appreciated. 

MM. P. and F. Piranesi have com- 
menced a Serivs of Engratvings of the Anti- 
guitices of Mazua Grecia; executed by F. 
Pinanesi, from draw ngs by the tate J. B. 
Pizaness, explained and illustrated by M, 
Gratiais. The first part of the first vo- 
june, Containmg 55 plates, is published ; 
price, half bound, 217 francs. The first 
three volumes, which will be devoted to 
the works at Pompcii, will contain 160 
plates; towhich onc volume of text will 
be added. 


M. Fourcroy has published an ep. 
larged and improved edition of his Chem. 
cal Philosophy. 

A General Survey of France las been yp. 
dertaken, by order of the Government, 
and is proceeding with great activity, Tire 
thousand persons are employed therein, 
throughout the 108 departments, 


HOLLAND, 


Great pains are taking in the construe. 
tion of an Accurate Map of Holland; the 
same precautions being employed, ag jy 
the measurement of a degree of the mer. 
diau. M. pe Zacn has published ip }j; 


journal the chart of the triangles whic) 


have been completed. They are joine; 
to those which M. DeLamsBre made fo; 
the great meridian : and the distance fron 
Dunkirk to Montreal has been taken {o; 
the first base.When the triangles are finish. 
ed, a base will be measured towards the 
North, to serve for the verification of th 
work. The Batavian Government has ep. 
trusted the direction of this Map to Colone! 
KRAYENHOFF, 


ITALY. 


Further details, relative to the unrolling 
and copying the Herculaneum MSS., have 
been lately received from Naples. Eleven 
persons are at piesentemployed in this un- 
dertaking. The MSS. hitherto inspected 
amount to about 140 ; eight of which have 
been already interpreted and transmitted 
to the minister Seratti, that they may 
be examined by the Academy, and or- 
dered to be printed: they consist of six 
of Eercurus, On Nature; the seventh is 
by Puitopemus, On Anger; and tiie 
eighth treats on Nature and the Worship 
the Gods, but wants both the title and thx 
name of its author, The next four ar 
alinost entirely explained: their titles are 
as follows; one on Logic, by Parriop:: 
mus, entitled, On the Strength of Argu- 
ments dracon from Analogy; a second, +y 
the same author, On Viers end the contrurs 
Virtues ; and a third, also by Puttonr- 
mus, On Death: the fourth is by Poxis- 
TRATUS, On unreasonable Contempi ; the: 
is, of those who despise unjstiy what other 
commend. The remaining papyri are, is 
great part, by PHrtopemus; and tres! 
of Rhetoric, of Poetry, and of Morality. 


GERMANY. 


A work of recent Travels through Grest 
Britain and Ireland, by M. Goepe, bh: 
lately appeared in Germany, and has ex- 
cited great attention. It is said to %* 
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written In a very interesting manner, and 
to abound in enlightened views and accu- 
rate information, 

The Catalogue cf the Leipsic Fair con- 
tains this year two sheets more than usual; 
che musical publications having been added 
ro it. ‘The articles amount to 5,647, fur- 
nished by 380 booksellers. The number 
of Romances is 271, of Theatrical Pieces 
3), aad of Music 95. 


SWEDEN. 


A Statistical Account of S:eeden, pub- 
lished at Stockholm, states the population 
of that kingdom, to have amounted, in 
1801, to 3,162,113 persous, In this enu- 
meration, there were 12,068 persons of 
noble birth; 16,454 ecclesiastics ; 1,275 
merchants ; 17,233 shop-keepers ; 2,605 
manufacturers ; 87,634 handicraftmen ; 
19,653 sailors ; 2,972,995 peasants ; 
7,126 students ; 188,754 naval and mili- 
tary troops of every kind, The popula- 
tion of Stockholm amounted, at the same 
period, to 75,517 persons. 

The Vaccine Inoculation has made very 
rapid progress in this kingdom. Through 
the warm patronage of the king, and the 
indefatigable zeal of individuals, the preju- 
dices against this practice are fast disap- 
pearing. Ina letter to the Medical Col- 
lege at Stockholm, his Majesty expresses 
his wish, that a list should be drawn up of 
the whole number of children vaccinated 
in the different provinces, during the last 
year ; andthat such surgeons, as had most 
exerted themselves in their respective 
cistvicts, should be complimented tn his 
name, and assured of his royal patronace, 
We find, in consequence, in a late Stock- 
holin Gazette, the names of different p:ac- 
titioners who had thus distinguished them- 
selves ; together with the number of per- 
sons inoculated, From this statement it 
appeurs, that the contidence of the public 
in the vaccine practice has greatiy in- 
creased. To obviate the objection of some, 
who still insinuate that the vaccine matter 
is not always sufficiently powerful to sub- 
due the natural small-pox, Mr. Hepry, 
first physician to the King, intends to 
publish do shoré and elear description of ail 
those eruptions, which bear more or less re- 
sembiance the small-por ; 
gucnt/y, may be mistaken for it. 


and, conse- 


RUSSIA. 


In the year 1804, fifteen new journals 
were printed in this empire, and 115 mew 
books were published at St. Petersburg 
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aml Moscow : among these books were 
translations, we aie sorry to say, into the 
tucsian jaoguace, of Sterne’s ‘Tristram 
, and his 
Eloisa ; besides a variety of original works 


Shandy ; Rouvsseaw’s Confession: 


in the Russian tongue. 

A socicty i» established at Fetersbu ts 
under the name of Mus#umM Attxan- 
DRINUM, for the purpose of forming acol- 
lection of Works of Art of every descrip- 
tion ; and to combine with it 2 collection 
of the best scientitic works and journals. 

The rich landowners in the Ukraine and 
Volhinia have coutributed liberally tor the 
establishment of Lyceums, tor teaching 
Natural Philosophy, at Krzeninico, and 
at Winuiea, The library and philosophi- 
cal apparatus of the King of Poland have 
been purchased for this purpose. M, 
Sniadecki has received a sutn equal te 
£500, to purchase telescopes and time- 
pieces ; and no expence is to be spared 
in properly furnishing the observato. ies 
With instruments. 


7 TURKEY. 


For the first time an 4/manack bas been 
printed at Constantinople. The first 
Printing office in that city was established 
by Sarp, who had been at Paris with his 
father the ambassador; and by leRauio, 
a Hunganan ; Achmet the Third patro- 
nized them, and they printed many books ; 
but an almanack never made its appear- 
ance till now. 


AMERICA 


An AGRICULTURAL SCCIETY “re beer 
established at Was! ueton, ut ier the spe- 
cial protection of the 
pre sident of the United States, the chief 
imnen.bers of the adimuistration, the sena- 


voveroment. ine 


tors, aud the deputies of congress, are all 
members officiaiiy. The society, bein 
now wealthy, irem the sums granted by 
government, andthe uumerous sudscrip. 
tions of individuals, bave purchasec a 
handsome house and a faim of SU acres, 


They pave: also begun a library ; and are 


iD possession of the hue ct lection of 
, } , - > . _ * . | _* 
Plouchs, and otober @sricuilu&©ra WeiUde Nets, 
Puch rrr , Oe nzeda t ‘ ts il- 
ington. Phe ferm of tts administration, 
the number and the succession f its 


members, the capral which if way possess 
(specitied in bushels of corn), ana tts 
whole organization, are regulated by its 
charter of incorporation ; which cunsti- 
tutes this association a body pahtc, and 


fixes the perpetuity of its cenunuance. 
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LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


et 


rHEOLOGY. 
Hall’s Works, vol. IV. 
of a ** Paraphrase on all the Hard Texts 
of Scripture.” demy Syvo, 8s. 
royal, ! 
A Letter addressed toa Society of Pro- 
festant Dissenters in the West of Eng- 
land. By James Hews Bransby. 1s. 
A Sermon preached at the Cathedral 
Church of St. 
5, 1805, being the Dav appointed for a 
General T! 
. 


shop of St. z 


aah 
. 


boards, 


Oe 
aS. 


Asaph, on Thursday, Dec. 


inksgiving. By Samuel Lord 
saph. 2s. 

{ Sermon preached before the Univer- 
sity of Oxferd, Nov. 24, 1805, in which is 
proposed a new Interpretation of the S7th 
Psalm. By John Eveleigh, D. D. 

A Sermon preached at the Foundling 
Hospital en February 26, 1806, being the 
Day appointed for a General Fast. By 
the Rev J Hewlett, B.D Is. 

A Sermon preached at Willsdon, Mid- 
diesex, on the Day of the late General 
Thanksgiving. By the Rev. J. Mutter, 
A.M. 

God's Defence and Protection of his 
Peopie. By the Rev. T. Ruttiedg« » Se a 
Is. Gd, 

A Sermon preached te a Country Con- 
gregation. By the Rev. Sir A. Gordon, 
Bart is. Gd. 

A Sermon preached at the Parish Church 
of Great Stanmore. By the Rev. A. BR, 
Sha:well, LL. B. Ls. 


a~* 


. - . ‘ ig . - 
Sixteen Sermons abridged from he 


Works of the Right Rev. Fatherin God W. 
Beveridge, D. D. By the Rev. G. H. 
G: , M. A. 7s. 6d. 

A; Sermon preached at St. Jo 


s Church, 


Blackburn. By the Rev. J. Steveuson, 
A.B. ls. 


Picture of Edinburgh, containing a His- 
tory and Description of the City, with a 
| nt of every remarkable 
Establiments connected with, 
the Scottish Metropol 5. by 1. stark. Os, 


| , a 
Camde:’s Britannia, or a Description of 


I } < Pro} C 
the flourishing Kingdoms of England, Scot- 

‘wey ae are 
foud, and Ireland, and the I-lands aja- 


cent trorm the cares Antiqu ity ; trans- 
lated and enlarged by tue iatest ieee’: 


FP. A. and 


by Ricnard Gough, 


be ing the last half 


R. SS. price 

li. lds. 6d, 
Counting House Lexicon, in the Ling. 

lish, German, Duteh, Danish, | 


aa 


1], Is. and on fine pape; 


Swedish, 
breneh, Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese 
Languages. 8vo price Il. 3s. ; 

Waaren Lexicon, or Dictionary of Mer. 
chandize, in Twels 


Languages. 3 vols, 
Svoa. i. fs 

Memoirs of the Life, Writings, and 
Corre spongence ot the Rev. W. Jones, By 
the Right Hou. Lord Te izumouth, an Syo, 
edition, 18s, 

A Supplement to the Life and Posthy- 
mous Works of Cowper, cousisting of 
Original Letters, addressed chiefly to the 
Rev. Walter Bagot ; to which is added, an 
Index to the whole Work. By W. Hay- 
lev, Esq. 

Life of Thomas Dermody. By J. G, 
Raymond, 2 vols. foolscap 8vo. 16s. 

A Letter respectfully addressed to the 
Most Rev. and Right Rev. Archbishops 
and Bishops of the Church of England, on 
Mr. Joseph Lancaster's Pian for the Edu- 
cation of the Lower Orders of the Commu. 
nity. 

Thoughts on Affectation,chiefly address- 
ed to Young People 6s. 

Letters to Dissenting Ministers, and to 
Siudeits for the Ministry, trom the Rey, 
Job. Orton; edited by S. Palmer. 8s. 

The Trial of Generali Picton, Governor 
of Trinidad, for inflicting Torture on Louisa 
Calderon, in the Court of King’s Bench, 
Feb. 24. 8vo. Ss. 

Letters addressed to a Young Lady ; 
Duties and Characters of 

Yomen are considered chiefly with are- 
fereuce to prevailing Opinions. By Mrs. 
West. 2 vols. 12mo. 2is, 

An Accountof Two remarkable Trials 
for extraordinary Murders in the Couuties 
of Gioucester and Essex. Is. 6d. 

Thoughts on the relative State of Great 
Britain and France at the Close of Mr. 
Pi't’s Life and Administration, 1806. Qs. 

A Letter to Mr. Cobbett on his Opinions 
respecting the Slave Tiade. By ‘Thomas 
Clarke, A, M. 38. 

Observations on the Character and pre- 
sent State of the Mititary Porce of Great 
Britain. 3s. 

Letters from Erance, written in the 
Years 1803 4, including a particular Ac- 
count of Verdun, and the Situation of the 
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Rritish Captives in that City. 
fr. RS, &e. Svo. 21s, 


By James 


Forbes, 


Religious Intelligence... American Indians. 


25$ 


Letter to his Grace the Archlishop of 


Canterbury on the probable Number of 


The Dangers aud Advantages of the, the Clercy, &c. 2s. 


resent State of Europe impartially consi- 


By Frederick Gentz. Is. 


de red . 


An Address to the Right Hen. William 


Windham. Js. 6d. 
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AMERICAN INDIANS. 

A pamPuiet has lately been published in 
America, and re-published in this coun- 
try (sold by Hatchard and by Phillips) entit- 
led, * Accounts of Two Attempts towards 
the Civilization of some Indian Natives ” 
By these accounts, “ hich are of the most 
interesting kind, it appears that about ten 
years ago Committees of the Quakers re- 
siding in Pennsylvania and Baltimore were 
appointed to promote the improvement 
and eivilization of the Indians. ‘These 
two conmnittees acted independently of 
each other, the former in places about 
250 miles N. W. of Philadelphia, the latter 
in the territory between the Mississippi and 
@hio. The Quakers were induced to make 
this benevolent attempt to meliorate the 
condition of their Indian br thren by a 
view of the miseries to which they were 
subjected by thetr attachment to hunting, 
and the habits of intoxication introduced 
and encouraged by the white traders, al- 
though their country, with little cultiva- 
tion, would abundantly supply all the ne- 
cessaries of life. 

The Committees having opened a 
friendly communication with the chiefs of 
those nations, endeavoured to impress their 
minds with an idea of the benefit to be de- 
rived from introducing among them a 
knowledge of agriculture, and of ‘some of 
the most useful mechanic arts, and urged 
them to begin to cultivate their lands, 
and to raise corn and other grain; also 
horses, cows, sheep, hogs, and other ani- 
wals. In this endeavour the Committees so 
far succeeded, as to obtain the concur- 
rence of the Indians in the plans proposed 
for their improvement. They then sent 
some ploughs and other implements of 
husbandry among them, and engaged 


suitable persons of their own persuasion to 
instruct them in the use of these utensils, 
to direct their labours in a proper channel, 
and by cultivating a farm of their own to 
add the influence of example to precept. 
The consequence has been, that the ob- 
ject of these useful associations has been in 


a creat degree accomplished. The women 
and girls have been reclaimed from field 
labour and trained to domestic SETVICES 5 
the men and boys have been drawn off 
from bunting, and instructed to pursue 
agricultural and mechaniea! employinents ; 
habits of drunkenness have been wm a vreat 
deyree repressed ; and, such an improve. 
ment has been introduced into their whole 
systein of life, as prow.ises to be the be- 
giuning of permanent and increasing pros- 
perity. 
iiulate our exertions in behalf of our Red 


Brethren ; and 


These facts ought surely to sti- 


we shall sejoice to see 
the vive birth to an association for pro- 
moting the civilization and improvement 
of the North American Indians within the 
British territo: y: 

In the ‘* accounts” above alluded to, 
several speeches of Indian Chiefs are in- 
serted. We were particularly struck by one 
ofthese, which was celivered to the Balti. 
more Committee, and inv hich the speaker 
dwells on the pernicious effects produced 
by the introduction of spiritous liquors 
among the Indiaus. We can only find 
room for an extract from this speech, with 
Which we shall close the present article. 


‘* Brothers and Friends ; 


‘Since the introduction amongst us, 
of what you call spiritous liguors, and 
what we think may justiy be called poison, 
our numbers are greatly diminished. It 
bas destroyed a great part of your Red 
Brethren.” 

‘© This liquor which they titroduce inte 
our country, is more to be feared than the 


> 


gun and the tomahawk.’ 


‘¢ Brothers ; 

“When our young men have been ont 
bunting, and are returnug home loaded 
with skins and furs; ob therr way, if & 
bappens that they come where some of 
this whiskey is deposited, the White man 
who seHs it, tells them to take a little 
drink. 
not want it.’ 


Some of them will sav, * No, I do 
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another house, where they find more of the 
anme kind of drink. It is there offered 

and ava », the third 

tune : but, finalls the fourth or fifth time, 


aguin; they refuse ; 
one accepts of it and takes a dunk 5 and 
getting one, and then 
@ third and fourth, til bis senses have 
lefi ham. 


he wants anoth 


After bis reason comes back 
acain to him, when he gets up aad finds 
where be is, he asks for his peltry. The 
‘You have drunk 
‘ Where is my gun?’ ‘it as 
¢ Where is my blanket?’ * It is gone.’— 
¢ Where is my shirt ?’ * You have sold it 
for whiskey |’ Now, brothers, figure to your- 


answer 1S, them.’— 


, 
gone. — 


selves what condition this man must be in. 
He has a family at home ; a wife and chil- 
dren, who stand in need of the protitsot his 
hunting. What must be their wants when 
he himself is even without a shirt ¥*!”’ 





* ‘The penetration and judgment of the 
Indians in matters of religion, Is very evi- 
dent in the following authentic narrative. 

Two Presbyterian Ministers, under the 
patronace of Princeston Collewe of New 
Jersey, were chosen by the Missionary 
Society to zo and propagate the Gos- 
pel among the Creek Indians, end in order 
to give weicht to their embassy, several 
snembe rs of Congress accompanted these 
ministers in‘o theirrespective nations, and 
toox with 


ase Of this per 


; gr 4 - 5 
them a2 numver of btroles f 


When these nilnisters 


. h t etinue airmvea, a con‘erence 
was Weld with some of theirchicis, wnen it 


sd, that the Invians shou'd call a 
council: when inet, they were informed 
ininisters of the 
Gospel to preach the gospel of Salvation 
to them, and a number of books which 
would teach them the way to heaven. The 
Indians, after a pause, said they would 


i 
consider of it, which took fourteen 


went two 


but the Indians signified they must consi- 
dev of it. When the time of council was 
over. they imauved of the m-mbers of 
Conzress, if they had any dark people 


. ‘ a J 
whether they preeched the 


eospel af Salvation to them; whether they 
- ; ’ ; lo * i. « . } 
E27" teem those zooG nooks which wot d 


teach them the way to heaven; whether 
they trcated them as brother~ or a3 siaies. 
Beinz answered in the negative, the In- 
dians rep ied, ** Go home and preach the 
go«pe! of Nalration to them, give thera those 


cond tyes whicn witli teach them the way 


to oven. treat them as brethren and not 


as claves, audthen come and preach unto 
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THE JEWS. 


An address has been circulated by the 
Directors of the London Missionary So. 
ety to Christians of every denomination, 
cailing upon them to unite their prayers 
and their exertions in favour of the unbe- 
heving descendonts of Abraham. The ad- 
dress states that Mr. Frey, the converted 
Jew, of whom we have several times made 
mention, has by his preaching excited 
considerable attention among his brethren: 
that more than one person has through his 
means, been converted to the Christian 
faith ; that others are desirous to know 
more of the Saviour of sinners ; and that 
latent convictions of the truth of the Gospel 
exist in the breasts of many, who have bi- 
therto been prevented from making an 
open profession of their faith, 

Deep'y impressed as we are with the 
blameable neglect which the spiritual in- 
terests of this once favoured people 
have expertenced, we fe l strongly in- 
clined to second every effort which may be 
made to repair the evil effects of our past 
indifference : and 


: we should rejoice to 
see the 


attention of our ecclesiastical 
rulers drawn to a consideration of the 
means whereby this might be effected, 
Why should the Church of England be 
the last to engage in this ** work of faith and 
labour of love 7” We would, in particular, 
suggest to the venerable prelate who pre- 
sides over the spiritual concerns of this vast 
metropolis, and within whose diocese the 
great body of the Jews, now in England, 
reside, the propriety of considering, whe- 
ther there be not an urgent call on him to 
excite the activity and zeal of his nume- 
rous clergy, to exertion in this cause. 
Were a lecture, once a week or oltener, 
established under his sanction, with a di- 
rect and immediate reference to the Jcw- 
ish nation, we have uo doubt that the 
pulpit might be regularly filled, on that oc- 
casion, with men of knowledge, piety, and 
populartalents, wlio would voluntatily offer 
their services. Aud were both the clergy 
and the laity earnestly exhorted to make 
the state of this peo le the subject of cou- 





us’? In consequence of this unexpected 


advice they returned, and one of the meim- 
bers of this having fourteen 
slaves, gave them all their liberty, This 
otcurrence took place among the Creek 
Indians. The person who set his slaves at 
huerty was /.. B. a well knowy family is 
East New Jersey. 
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stant prayer to God, we might hope to 


witness a happy result. . 
In taking our leave of this subject for 


the present we would earnestly press 
upon our Christian readers the duty of 
cultivating a lively affection towards this 
despised and outcast people. Let the ex- 
ample of the great Apostle of the Gentiles, 
who, for the sake of his ‘ brethren, his 
kinsmen after the flesh,” had ‘* great 
heaviness and continual sorrow in his 
heart,” and ‘* could wish that himself 
were even separated from Christ ;” re- 
prove the shameful indifference and un- 
feeling negligence with which they may 
justly charge us; and excite us to emu- 
late his zeal and love. And let us with 
him constantly make it our * hearts de- 
sire and prayer to God for Israel, that they 
may be saved.” Is it possible for us to 
epen our Bibles, and not meet in every 
page with motives and encouragements to 
this duty? They are ‘“ Israelites” for 
whom we plead ; to them pertained ‘ the 
adoption, and the glory, and the cove- 
nants, and the giving of the law, and the 
service of God, and the promises.” Theirs 
also were ‘** the Fathers ;” and of them, 
be it ever remembered with gratitude, 
‘as concerning the flesh, Christ came, 
who is over all God blessed for ever.” 
Let us then fervently engage in supplica- 
tions to the God of all grace, thatthe De- 
liverer who is come out of Sion may “ turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob :” so that 
‘* all Israel may be saved.” 


EDINBURGH SOCIETY’S MISSION TO 
TARTARY. 


Letters have been received from the 
Missionaries of this society dated at Ka- 
rass, the 23d of November, 1805, from 
ene of which we extract the following inte- 
resting particulars. 

‘“ The state of the country around us is 
still very unsettled, on account of the dif- 
ferences betwixt the Russians and Kabar- 
dians, who have never yet come to an 
agreement. For this reason, it is not 
safe to go any gistance from the village, 
as the Circassians, who are a fierce and 
cruel people, never scruple to kill and 
plunder any whom they bappen to meet, 
connected with the Russians, if they are 
able to master them. There has been 
inuch sickness and mortality, both among 
the Tartars and Russians this season, as 
you may read in the countenances of many 
of the people. The ague and dysentery 
have been particularly severe among 
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then, and though our family has heen 
much healthier than any sround us, yet we 
have not allogether escaped,” 

** J informed you iw my last thatwe had 
unanimously resolved to comply with the 
request of three of our ransomed natives, 
who had expressed a strong desire to be 
admitted by baptism into our Christian fel- 
lowship. We were all of opinion that 
their improvement in religious knowledge, 
their good profession, aud Christian belia- 
viour, entitled them to this privicge. At 
the same tune, we thought it expedient 
before baptizing them, to examine them 
publicly before the whole family.” 

** After the examination of our three 
candidates, with whom we were much ga- 
tisfied, it was resolved that they should be 
baptized on Sabbath the 19th Nov. O. S, 
Accordingly, we all met for that purpose 
about six in the evening, when the three 
being placed before Mr. Brunton, we sung 
anhymo, Mr. B. then addressed them for 
some time in their own language. They 
were much affected with what he said; and 
having again expressed their desire to be 
received by baptism into the Christicn 
church, and professed their determination 
rather to die than forsake the Lord Jesus, 
we alljoined in prayer. Mr. B. then read 
the warrant for baptism, which Christ cave 
to his disciples, Matth. xxviii. 19. ** Ge 
ye, therefore, and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Fath r, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghos*,” &e:; 
After which, he baptized them by sprinke 
ling ; when we again joined in prayer, 
commending them to the care of Him, to 
whom they have devoted themselves, and 
pleading that what we had dune on earth, 
might be ratified in heaven. We azan 
sung an hymn ; after which we all conzra- 
tulated our newly baptized brethren. It 
was truly asolemn season. LIcannet de- 
scribe to you what! feit. Let our friends 
in Britain take comfort from these be- 
ginnings. Let them continue to pray for 
us, yea, to cry mightily to God. that 
Heathen and Mohammedan darkness may 
fly before the glorious light of the gospel, 
that so the deserts around us may rejoice, 
and blossom as the rose. 

‘We have set up our printing press, 
Which is at Work with a tract that Mr. B 
has written against Mohammedanism. We 
are cager to commence the printing ef the 
Scriptures in the Turkish language, and 
our only hindrance at present is the want 
of paper, Which, I fear, we shall have to 
commission either fiom Petersburgh or 
Moscow. This will be attended with a 
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wintlen vou before 


we trast that the friends ef rehgion will 


not suffer ths tmportant werk to fall to the 


cround, for want of means to carry ton,” 


‘To these extracts we thiuk it richt te 


add the following observations of the di- 


rectors of this society respecting the state 
ther funds. 


‘It w with extreme recret that the 


rectors Hocdkthemscives under the necessity 


o eatling the parteular attention of the 


‘renuds of rehe 
PRP NOC as PM FTS, \t an 
mee Le held on the 


guenee of 


extraord: nary 
4th eurrent, in couse- 
some dispatches received from 


thetrr missionaries in Tartarv, there was 


laid ovfore them a state ot Crt ir 
i. th rt thre 


ate d ruUDds cry 


funds ; 
whole 
wing to the Sa. 
rot amount to more than £34: 
remitted to 
Petersburgh, £200. to answer an imme- 
demand, 
hand of 


—s . 
¢ te ty C.ta 


from which they have smece 


te and presenz 


which leaves 


@ >a’ance in ther no meore than 
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heavy expence, and Mr. B. L suppose, hos 


this, that our money ts 
done, and our credit neariy exhausted. But 


on, to the Present slate of 


eighty five pounds Steriing. The director, 
had hoped, that, before this time, the mis. 
sioneries ot Karass, would have been able 
to do something considerable towards their 
own support: but circumstances which 
vot be foreseen, and particularly 
the unsettled state of the country, in con. 
sequence of rar betwixt the Russians 
and Ce have rendered it: impos. 
stble for them to raise almost any thing toy 
their own maintenance ; so that their large 
fomily, consisting of not fewer than thirty. 
nine persons depend tor their subsistence, 
almost entirely on what can be sent them 
from this country, 


could 


by aiid 


** Besides the expense of supporting the 
family at Kavass, 


the Society 
tg three 


are educat- 
young men for Missionaries, one of 
whom has nearly finished his studies at the 
Divinity Hall, and isnow attending the me. 
dic al classes in the university of F ee 
— The bare statement of these facts will | 
suflicient, it is presumed, to-secure the as- 
sistance of these who are interested in the 
success of the gospel” 
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Cn the cessien of L*al- 


=atia to France a2 Russian detachment 
. : D ts 
took forcible possession of Rocca di Ca- 


— ‘ ; P 
labro, apace whica commands the mouth 


of the Cattaro, an - aifords them an oppet- 
tonitw of obstructing the march of French 
-roops from Venice into European Turkey. 
The sarrender of this place by the Aus- 
trans has given occasion to sharp re- 

pons'rances G | e pa t o: Bonaparte, and 


’ ‘ ‘ ma ane * , 
the Austrians nave Deen req iired Lo retake 


French 


passage to 


troops throwzh the Aastrien territory for 
tpurpese. Their hesitation to comply 

+, these requisitions, has been wer iy: 
the re upation of Braunau by a 

: A auc DY ine march of td 


into Dalmatia. It!s sot un- 


2 i a 
' ’ 
> . , 7 ¢ Y 
* ca 1 . . be ’ c GU The ‘ if ~ t 5 a re ad 


+ 77". 
the iate counict. ibe posscs- 


‘ ‘ Yt oo te auro W ii at least be 

Ay disputed between the Piench and 

aa s, who derive great advantages 
é , ‘ of a ve force at Corfu. 
T Neapolitan army in Calabria @p- 

es ste have made a more determined 


resistance than could have been hoped for. 
The fortress of Gaeta, commanded by the 
Prince of Hesse, still holds out, and the 
war appears to have been hitherto prose- 
cuted with various fortune. We almost 
regret that the Russian and British force 
should have quitted that country, 

The great object which Bonaparte ap- 
pears now to have in view is te exclude 
Fogland from the North ef Europe, and 
‘ven to shut the Sound against her. Wita 
this view he has induced the king of 
Prussia to accept Hanover 4s his indemni- 
fication for the cession of Anspach and 
Bareuth, and to shut allthe ports in his 
dominions, or within his control, against th: 
English commerce. The communicatio: 
between this country and Hamburgh, Bre- 
men, Emden, &c. is therefore at an end. 
And au embargo having been ordered by 
his Majesty, we may now consider our- 
war with Prussia. 
Some demonstrations have also been made 
by a Prussian 


selves as actually ‘at 


force, with a view to 
driving the Swedes from Pomerania. These 
however still maintain their position ; and 
will probably be supported in maintaining 


it by alerge Russian force. ‘The treache- 
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sconduct of the Prussian court towards 
this country, though experience might 
have taught us to expect treachery at her 
hands, has far exceeded im tts enormity the 
ordinary measure of political profligacy. 
Her conduct appears to have been almost 
without a precedent in the worst of govern- 
ments, in the worst of times. We were 
at peace and in alliance with Prussia, She 
had engaged to assist us in the war against 
France, and was to receive from us a sub- 
sidy. Yetat that very moment she agrees 
to cede part of her own territory to France, 
and to take Hanover as an equivalent. 
When his Pruss.an Majesty’s intention 
of shutting the German rivers against us 
was announced, almost all our shipping in 
that quarter effected their escape, A 
great many Prussian vessels have however 
been detained in our ports, and a great 


rou 
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many more have since been brought in fof 
adjudication. The annihilation of the 
Prussian commerce cannot fail to be a 
speedy consequence of the base and con- 
temptible policy pursued by that court. 

Bonaparte bas given to his brother-in- 
law, Prince Murat, the sovereignty of the 
countries of Cleves and Berg, with the 
title of Joachim (the first we suppose) 
Duke of Cleves and Berg. The new Duke 
made his formal entry into Dusseldorff, on 
the 25tb ult. 

Considerable apprehensions are enter- 
tained of au attack being made by Spain 
on Portugal, at the instigation of France. 

THE CAPE OF COOD HOPE. 

The whole of this colony is now in pos- 
session of his Majesty. General Jansens 
and his army capitulated without risking 
a second engagement, 





— 
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SUNDAY DRILLING. 


Ove readers will recollect that when the 
present war first broke out, an act was 
passed in parliament for training the mass 
of the population to arms, provided a cer- 
tain number of volunteers did not come 
forward and offer their services. The spi- 
rit of the nation was such as promptly to 
produce a voluntary force which consi- 
derably exceeded the specified proportion, 
and the operation of the act in question, 
as far as respected the general training, 
Was therefore suspended. This act em- 
powered the Privy Council, or the Lord 
Lieutenant of the county, to appoint Sun- 
day asa day of exercise, even in ordinary 
times: at least it did not restrict the ex- 
ercise of this power, to times of extra- 
ordinary emergency. On the substitution 
of the volunteer system for the levy-en- 
Masse, the spirit of the enactment respec- 
ting Sunday drilling was transfused into 
the orders issued by the executive govern- 
ment for training the volunteers. ~ So so- 
licitous indeed did his Majesty’s ministers 
appear to establish this practice, that they 
directed a shilling a day for'twenty days 
drill to be paid to the volunteers, provided 
they had been drilled on the SuNDay pre- 
ceding the day for which they claimed pay. 
This order, the object of which seems to 
have been to hold out a strong temptation 
to exercising on Sundays, was happily 
wotadhered to in practice; and we do 
not believe that the usual allowances were 
Withheld from any corps, merely because 
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they had resisted this temptation to violate 
the sanctity of the Sabbath. In consequence, 
however, of the decided preference, which 
had been shewn, both by the legislature 
and the executive government, to Sunday 
as a day of exercise, the practice of drilling 
the volunteers on that day soon became 
general. 

On the first intimation of an intention 
on the part of ministers to legalize this 
infraction of the Sabbath, we deemed it 
our duty to raise our voice against it. If 
the reader will turn to our volume for 
1803, p. 445, he will find a summary of 
the arguments against its adoption, anda 
specification uf the evil effects which, it was 
apprehended, would result from it, and 
which, as will presently appear, have since 
been unhappily realized. Many good men 
indeed were induced at firstto tolerate the 
practice on the ground of an alleged neces- 
sity. The preparationsot Bonaparte were 
begun on ascale of Alarming magnitude, 
while our means of defence appeared to 
be comparatively feeble. But it soon be- 
came evident that there was no intention 
of limiting the practice of Sunday-drilling 
to times in which the plea of necessity 
might colourably be preferred. Long af- 
ter the menace of invasion had ceased to 
excite any alarm, and the vou.unteers had 
attained a respectable state of discipline ; 
even after the French armies bad removed 
into the heart of Germany, and the glori- 
ous victory of Trafalgar had created a ge 
neral sense of security throughout the 
kingdom, Sunday continued, nay it has 
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ecoutimued to th pres nt moment. to be si 


Lected. co many places, as the only day fort 


Mm and apspecting the volunteer 
Stil, however, 


had the 


evils 


the frends of religion 
of thinkine that the 


were 


Satistaction 


arising from Sundayv-drillne 


partial in thow extent: moa 


ereat parishes there were no volunteers at 


all; and many volunteer corps, parviealar- 
Ivint 
stamied entirely from the practice, 


also 1° clauts 


e metropolis, and its viemtty, ab- 
They 
rod a bope that ut 
no long duration, the volunteer force being 
But 
a much 


considered as ofa temporary nature, 
the question seems now to assume 
more Mr. 


plan for general training, as far as it has 
} 


serious aspect. Windham’s 


cen hitherto developed in the bouse of 


mmons, ts evidently intended to beper- 


manent, and it will extend to every parish 
It therefore Sunday driil- 


; 
HNOMPoOmM 
Pw ddbe 


ing should make a part of this new system, 


the mischiets arising from it must prove 
much more formidable than any which 
hare | erte expericaced. 

Me. Windham, in explaining his inten- 
tions to the house, did not, it Is true, 
Make any disinet reference to this 


‘ 


out Mr. Fox supplied the omission, 
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ment of Sunday as a day of exercise 


\ 
as we admit, neither be direetly enjoi, 
hor expressly 
the land. ' 
Hut 


very madequate remedy of the eyi|. , 


permitted, by the Jay , 


This however will prove 


Will, in fact, be no’remedy at all. 4 ; 
evident that under existing ChHeutmstanec 
hothme shortot a clause prohibiting lea 
cept mo eases of very peculiar urgency 
such as the enmonediate prospect ol Livasion 
both Sunday-drills and Sunday tospe tions, 
is hkely to be of any avail in preventiy, 
We eae 
nestly call, therefore, on the friends of ye. 
heion and 


the continuance of the ) aetiee, 


virtue ot every name, to ey. 
ploy ther utmost efforts in endeavouring 
promote this desirable object. 

When we had oceusion first to cousider 
the practice of Sanday-drilling we express. 
ed a clear and decided opinion, (Vol, for 
1803, p. 445) that it was directly calculat- 
ed to produce a great increase of proftiga. 
ey, notouly as it would lessen the general 
respect tov the sacredness of the Sabbath, 
bat as it would serve to collect together a 
the loose and profligate of both sexes. Tins 
anticipation, as we have already intimated, 
has been but too faithfully realized. The 
clergy who are entrusted with the care 
par.shes where this practice has prevailed, 
speak in streng and unequivocal terms «t 
the evils that have tlowed from it, A grest 
mass of authentic evidence might have 
been produced in corroboration of this 
statement. A number of letters have bee 
received from respectable clergymen in 
ditferent parts of the kingdom full of the 
most melancholy details respecting te 
pernicious eflects of Sunday-drills aud Sun- 
day-inspections. From these letters 
clearly appears that an habitual neglect « 
public worship ; a striking increase of lev- 
ty and profaneness, of druakenness ac 





tumult on the Lord’s day ; and a growing 
coutempt for religion, its mimisters and i- 
stitutions ; are among the bitter fruits of ths 
system. The very meu who were dispo-ec 
at first to tolerate the practice, now vely 
cenerally deprecate its continuance *. 





* Our limits will not allow us to 
various docume!'s 
alluded to in the text; but “é 


subjuin a few for the purpose of substan- 


long extracts from the 


which are 


tigting our representations. 
‘6 The 


serves a respectable clergyman, ‘* Ith ne 


evil of Sunday-drilling,” 0% 
incalculable. For not only have the volvu- 
teers themselves andther ofheers got inte a 
habit of abstaining from 


Divine Service, but others also, trom ch 
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attendance © 
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trmay not be improper to state distinct- 
af on this e@asion, the grounds on which 
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o ane ani. 
ample, from iIndolenece, or from a curiosity 


iy COIN t , look at 


them, absent them- 


Re knit er Sm sek 


used to 


y celves, mary of whom certainly 

be more frekuent attendants at Church, 
Vie practic’, commenced in July 1600, 
is ‘ 


ed 


aud conceivinhs in my own rato, there 
‘ might be some necessity for extraord nary 
But 
m soon, very yoon indeed, T found the mis- 
| It was like thie 
Be waters and we ought to have remembered 


Pexcrtion, Ldid notat first oppose it. 
me chil oft yt. letting out of 


the advice of the wise than, and have left 

















x off, not simply contention, but immorality, 
before it be meddied with. The 
a that eame to sce them, the levity that fol- 


crowds 
loved and has since continued, and the 


: inroads in ide onthe more decent aud or- 
deriy thanoer of observing the babbath, 


etruck bine 


pli dto the ¢ ihicers 


with shawme and dread. I ap- 


[ begged their toter- 
d it; but most 


es nufortunately the executive goverument, 


position, and they promise 


f pot the legislative, countenanced, or 
Swasthought to countenance, the practice, 
' Frou that moment my interference with 
the officers was vain. ‘The result only was 
offence on my part to them, and a change 
ef the hour to the very hours of Divine 
Cervice both morning and afternoon. I 
appealed with earnestness to the Comumiand- 
ug officer, Who was kind enough to put a 
stu to the going out in the afternoon to 
but this was alll obfained; and 
vas much more than counterbaianced 


exercise ° 


iuspections themselvesbeing now 
Mappoisted on a Sunday. And thus have 
remained for two years anda 


“ Such, Sir, are the melancholy effects 
ot Sunday-drilling. The serious and we'll 
) disposed in my parish, which is extremely 
populous, lament it asmuchasIdo. Evil 
is by these means introduced into private 
familics. Preparations for drilling, the 

ining of arms, with a long &c. gene- 
rally done on the Sunday morning; the 


sence of servants, or of a master of a 


5 ¥ occastoning others also to be em- 
p Poyed, and to stay away from public wor- 


; and the consuming almost the \ hole 


ee 


wtimein secular affairs, which, or at 


lye 


cast some part of which, had wont to be 


Sy fame Pate mae? 
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ted to more serious employments, add 
sreatly to the mischief.” 
* T really fear the bad effects | 


ana st 
- 


System ae. 
ss stem, and the dissipation of tune and re 
st0US pring iples it has introduced, wil 
y a . . 

rhany many vears to come. Lliook 


“OM, Sry as One of the gvaatest evils, 
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l deprecate it 


than all thy atnesst Cal Op nro 


Vere promul rat q DY tie 


piilosophers of the close of the last ce 
tury,” 
‘¢ 


(a 


evil resulting from ithe 


day-drilliap is the encouragement it gives 


Ancther 


to frequenting public houses, and also to 
KeCping Open shops which mig 
be shut,” 

‘The ‘firmed in 


every essential point by all the communie- 


t othe Wise 
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above statement is cor 


cations which we have seen on the subjcet 
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wae. ] | ? . . ‘ " 
ol tii Gavyv-ariliing. \\ &évulii orieny notice 


some of the expressions by which its iy ju- 
rious effects are characterized. “™ An ine 


Crease of wrever nc 


lah hh. ; , 

Sa »bath, of drunk niiess, and of eve ry Gee- 

scription of viec,” have, according to one 
, - 


»} " , “ar } ’ ’ e . 
cieigyman, been itsenevous result Ange 
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, _ 
ther observes fiat whenever ** Sunaay 


sa arts fag 
. - 
drills have taken place the churches are 
thinned, the fiel 5 anGd i i Ct “2Gs 
and the town extremele id disordere- 
ly.” a | Gitil: i te n,’ fein Kk 2 thi ni 
the number attending public wor , and 
mcreased icentiousness and 4 ; ery 
have, int artably, as far as I have “0 2nHi€ 
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The experience of three years has 
demonstrated the mischievous tendency of 
Sunday-dyiling. The evidence which has 
been already adduced, places this point be- 
yond the reach of doubt, 
Most tuapc 


lawfal means the 


and renders it a 
ious GCuty to Oppose by every 
farther coutinuance of so 
greatanevil, Every man who ts possessed 


of any tfluence, whether immediate or 
ber of the le vis! lature 

, to employ it in 
procuring an interdiction of the practice. 

2. The practice of Sunday -drilling 1s a 
direct breach of the divine command; an 
awful departure from the principles of our 
established religion, QOn_ this particular, 
though the most important of all, it seems 
unnecessary to enlarge. The proposition 
wil! scarcely be disputed. And the conse- 
quence of a wil.uland deliberate contempt 
of the divine authority is sufficiently obyi- 
ous 


remote, with aoy mem 


— ae : . 
1S DOU, AS We Conce 


The practice in question stands di- 
rectly opposed to the spirit, and even to 
the letter of the laws which have for their 
object ** the better observance of the Lord’s 
day; and must render abortive all the 
Jaudable attempts which have been made 
by the Society for the suppression of Vice, 
and by others, toenforce those laws. 

+. The due observance of the Sabbath is 
one of the principe barriers against the 


inroads of irreligion and licentiousness*. 
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If this be broken down, these evils will yoy 
fail to extend themselves. But it is fy. 
ther to be that the 
the system which we are opposing 


considered, efleets of 
» theuy) 
they will to a certain deg ee be immed. 
ately visible, will not wholly uufold them. 
selves at once, but be gradually progressive 
through along course of years. We have 
therefore before us a most alarming pm. 


spect ot the a bre 1 « vils wh eh wil Ly le 


4 
not only in this, but in future generatio: 


should the systematic violation of the 
bath be sanctioned by law, or even pe. 
mitted, in one of our most Upportant nator. 
al institutions. 

Various other evils might be pointe 
out as likely to arise from this practice, 
such as the disgust and dissatistacticy 
which it must occasion in the minds o 
many; the discord which it will tend 
produce ata moment when union is per 
ticularly to be desired, &c. :—but we nus 
bring this long discussion to a close. Be. 
fore we do so however, it may be prop 
just to notice the only argument by whic 
we have heard any one attempt to just 
the continuance of Sunday-driiling. Tr 
plea of necessity is now no longer resorte. 
to: and if it were, it would be too absuy 
to merit any notice. While 26 days ints 
year are deemed sufficient for the purpos 
of training both the volunteers and ts 
compulsory levy, it would be utterly r 

culous to plead necessity in extenuation « 
Sunday-drilling. The plea of ceconny 
has likewise been abandoned. The m 
are to be pazd for drilling on Sundays. 14 

only reason that has been given ! 
continuing the practice is, that the men," 
drilling on Sundays, will be a shilling rc 
than they otherwise would have, 5: 
Surely this is not a reason which can be 
lerated fora moment. Men are to be * 
duced by the motive of gain to violate “ 
Sabbath ; although the whole current! 
our Jegislative acts on this subject har¢ 
directed to counteract © 

If such an argument as thi 
parliainent to sanction Sun 
drilling, may it not be fairly extendes 
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individuals to every case of profitable = 
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Sunday ; how much stronger will be 2 
“postific ation of every mechanic in the £-" 
4 itn, to say nothing of farmers and tr” 
men, 
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quors, who shall employ that day in the 
The 


consequences to which such an argument 


ordinary occupations of his trade ? 


leads are monstrous in the extreme; and 
we trust that hey will be averted by the 
timely interference, by all legal means, of 
every individual, in parliament or out of 
parliament, who feels for the best interests 
of his country, and of posterity ; for the 
outraged Claims of decency aud uorality ; 
and for the insulted honour of the divine 
jaw. 
PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS, 
We have already adverted to the new mi- 
litary system proposed by Mr. Windham. 
With respect to the regulary army, he pro 
posed as his first object to make the situa- 
tion of a soldier estimable and desirable, 
by enlisting him only for a limited time, 
say seven years; at the end of which he 
might retire with the privileges now given 
to militia men. In case of his re-enlisting 
for a second term of seven years, his pay 
should be increased by sixpence a week, 
and if he retired, it should be with a pen- 
sion. In case, however, of his serving for 
a third term of seven years, a shilling a 
week should be added to his pay, and at 
the expiration of the term he might go off 
with an allowance from Chelsea of at least 
ninepence or a shilling a day. He also 
proposed an increase of allowance to offi- 
cers’ widows. With respect to the existing 
army he meantto make no other change 
than to increase the pay and the Chelsea al- 
lowance, according to the length of their 
service. As tothe militia, it was his inten- 
tion to abolish the ballot, and to keep its 
number at 40,000 men, by means of a 
small bounty. The volunteer corps he 
proposed should be put on the allowance of 
August, 1803, instead of thatof June. This 
we understand to be, that pay for twenty- 
six dsys drill only ts henceforth to be al- 
lowed them. The pay for permanent duty 
and for drill serjeants, and the marching 
guineas, are also to be discontinued ; all 
which will be a saving of near £900,000. 
He further proposed that in future, no re- 
gular officer, above the rank ofa lieutenant, 
should hereafter be commanded by a vo- 
lunteer officer, whatever his rank might be. 
As a substitute for the volunteers who might 
withdraw, and as in itself a more efficient 
means of defence, he proposed totrain the 
mass of the population to arms, and parti- 
cularly to firing rapidly and accurately ; a 
Sixth part in its turn for 26 days in a year. 
ifthis were done, the ranks of the regular 
army might always be recruited with ease, 
while we should have a large body of irregu- 
jer troops to harass the ¢pemy. 
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plan. 
larly into the details of it; but we cannot 
help entertaining a sevious doubt as to the 
policy of allowing the soldiers of the regu- 
lar army a right to claim their discharge 
during the continuance of a war, 
wise appears to us, that the proposed mea- 
sures of defence are inadequate to the pre 
sent emergency. 
forth the whole strength of the country, and 
putting it into a state of efficiency. 
stead of that, the volunteers by being in 
some measure degraded, will probably be 
greatly rcduced in number, while the sub- 
stitution which is projected must for a con- 
siderable time be wholly unavailing. 
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Such are the outlines of Mr. Windharm’s 
We do not mean to enter particu. 


It like- 


We should be calling 


In- 


Lord Henry Petty opened his budget in 


avery masterly manner on the 28th Peb, 


The unredeemed debt on the Ist of Feb. 
1806, was £517,280,000, and the redeem- 
ed, £123,436,000. The unfunded debt 
amounted to 23 millions. The permanent 
taxes were 32 millions and a half. The 
charge for England this year was 
£453,650,000. and for Ireland, £5,297,000. 
The ways and means for England were, 


Malt and persona! Estates.........2,750,000 
Grants for captures.............++0 1,000 060 
Lottery....... erences benbbabenecan »» « 360,000 
Surpius consolidated fund.........3,500,000 
ING Sc conktismexiosen onaees -001 8,000,000 


OSCE LEA LL LALIT POE 18,0¢0,000 








As additional war taxes, he proposed that 
the property tax should be raised to 10 per 
cent. and that a millon should be added to 
the customs and excise duties. This would 
make the war taxes 1° millions. 

The loan was negotiated at £4. 19s. $2. 
percent. To pay the interest on it he 
proposed to make the tax of last year oa 
wine permanent, which would yield 

£500 ,000 
Pi WOR. 200 cccesccecececcesecccnccence ede 
Equalization of tea duty .. weeee 0,000 
A ppraiseMent. ....cecceceesrensees eee 00,009 








On the 2ist instant a message was sent 
by his Majesty to both Houses of Parha- 
ment, announcing the rupture with Prue- 
sia. ‘The style of the message ts remarkt- 
able for an unien of mederatioa and dig. 
nity. Both Houses coucurred in a vote of 
thanks to his Mapesty. 

\ ball has been Drought inte the House 
of Commans by the Attorney General, for 
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British subjects, for the supply of the co- 
lonies of foreicn nations, or of those con- 
quered by his Majesty’s arms during the 
present war, which 
a law. 

Lord Howick (Mr. Grey) has moved an 
increase of pay to the officers and seamen 
of the royal navy 


ve trust, will pass into 


The bili for making provision for stipen- 
diary curates, has been rejected by the 
House of Commo 


From some expressions which fell from 
Mr. Fox in the House, we are disposed to 
think that the tnterehan; re of dispat hes 
between this country and France which 
has been so frequent ot late, refers only to 
the exchange of i risOners. 

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE, 
In consequence of the embargo laid en all 
Prussian vessels, great numbers have been 
detained in port, and many more have been 
brought in by our craizers, 
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The blockade of the rivers Ems, Wes, r, 
Elbe, and Trave has been otlicially notified ; 
and vessels belonging to persons residing jn 
these rivers are ordered to be detained. 

Two French squadrons have appeared on 
the coast of Africa, by one of which the 
Favourite sloop of war, and several slave 
ships, have been captured, 

On the 4th of February, an American 
ship tellin, in Jat. 15. 22. S. long. 13. 25 w. 
with a French squadron of seven sail of the 
line and one irigate ; one of them com- 
manded by Jerome Bonaparte. The oth- 
cers stated that they sailed from Bres’ on 
the Lith of December, consisting then of 
eighteen sail of the line. Five of them 
have since been accounted for by Admiral 
Duckworth. Itis reported that four more 
had found thew way to La Guira Bay, in 
the island of Cuba, and that Admiral Duck- 
W orth had sailed ftom Jamaica in quest of 
then’ 


nena eneessectastegtn eta re} 
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On the Sth Inst. RrcHARD PATCH Was 
executed at the new Gaol, Horsemonger 
Lane, having been found guilty of the 
murder of Mr. Isaac Blight. The ci- 
cumstances of unprecedented atrocity 
which attended the perpetration of this 
murder are too notorious to require from us 
any specification of them. We doubt not, 
however, that it will be a_ satisfaction to 
our readers to receive some more authen- 
tic account of the last hours of this un- 
fortunate man, than has vet been submit- 
ted to the public. This we are enabled 
to do by means of the following commu- 
nication, with which the Rev. Mr. A/lann, 
the Clergyman who attended him, has 
obligingly favoured us. 

SE 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Tue general interest which has been ex- 
eited in the public mind by the execution 
of the unfortunate Patch; the very incor- 
rect and erroneous accounts which I have 
seen in the newspapers, respecting the 


temp er and conduct which he is said to have 
manifested in his last moments; the nu- 
merous ond very pressing applications 
which have béen made to me for informa- 


tion on these particulars ; the satisfaction 
which a circumstantial and official state- 
ment of the whole transaction, as far as 
it came under my immediate observation, 
may afford many persons both in the me- 
tropolis aud in various other parts of the 
kingdom, and, above all, the hope that 
some abler pen than mine will improve the 
subject, haye induced me to alter a 


‘UARY. 


resolution which T had originally formed» 
and to offer for your insertion the follow- 
ing brief narrative of facts. 

1 had only two private interviews with 
him antecedent to his trial; for these I 
was tndebted to the adjournment of the 
Court from Kingston to the County Gaol, 
Itis very seldom that criminal can bevisit- 
ed with any good effect, till his fate is deter- 
mined. Itis uot to be expected that he 
will make any confessions. His mind, if 
not dissipated and hardened, whichis too 
frequently the ease, is so occupied in pre- 
paring means of defence, and so deceived 
by the hopcs of escaping justice, that he is 
little disposed to listen to the admonitions 
of a spiritualfriend. I believe this to have 
been the case with Patch. The circum- 
stance which I have just mentioned af- 
forded me, however, an opportunity, which 
I did not neglect, of conversing with him 
afterthe bill had been found against him, 
and betore his trial; and it is but just to 
say that, whatever might have been the 
previous state of his mind, to me there 
never appeared in bim any thing border- 
ing on levity. He not only behaved with 
civility and propriety, but seemed thank- 
ful for my visit, and desirous that it should 
be repeated. I place the greater stress 
upon this, because in my public sermons 
and exhortations, at which he was always 
present, J had spoken so plainly and 
pointediy, that it was impossible for him 
not to perceive that [ was addressing my- 
sclf immediately and directly to him; a 
measure in the adoption of which 1] thought 
myself fully justified, and which some 
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experience had taught me to prefer to any 
other. 

{ observed as little ceremony in my 
private conversations with him as I had 
done in my public discourses, In order, 
however, that I might not defeat my own 
purpose, and to reuder my Visit as accept- 
able as would consist with the fidelity and 
respon ibility of my character and office, | 
first told bim that 1 did not mean, directly, 
oy indirectly, to extort from him any con- 
fession of bis guilt; but that, regarding bim 
in his present situation as a person appre- 
hended by the justice of his country, and 
under the strongest circumstances of suspi- 
ciou, it was my duty toinform him of the ge- 
neral opinion,—that he was guilty—and that 
he would suffer. Lyrepeated this on my se- 
cond visit; and on both eceasions made it 
the ground ofa serious exhortation to pre- 
pare for an event, which it was almost uni- 
versally believed would happen, and 
‘ which,? | added, ‘* itis my own firm 
persuasion, will take place.” le appear- 
ed very little affected by this declaration ; 
at the same time I could plainly perceive 
that he had lost that confidence of his ac- 
guittal, which he was said to have previ- 
ously possessed. With the loss of this 
confidence, I should have been happy to 
have seen a proper concern for the awful 
consequences, as connected with his own 
eternal happiness or misery. 

It was subsequent to his trial, that the 
change in his mind became visible. And 
it is in this, more than any other particular, 
that I feel myself impelled to do justice 
even toa wretched crimimal; by contra- 
dicting what I have seen propagated, and 
what [| believe to have been the too gene- 
ral Opinion:—that he was obstinate and 
cidlen ;—that he discovered no symptoms 

f penitence ;—that, on the moruing of his 
execution, he exclaimed, ‘* Is there no 
merey for an innocent man? &e.””—No 
such disposition appeared in him; no such 
words were ever uttered by him. If, 
prior to his conviction, | bad observed an 
iadificrence approaching to insensibiiity, 
oW his heart seemed broken within him. 
While Twas with him, he wept almost in- 
vessantly ; listened with the most serious 
\ltention to every thing I said ; lamented, 
4) general terms, the sins and crimes of 
his former life ; joined in prayer with ap- 
parent great devotion ; and several times 
was ou the point of fainting away through 
distress of mind. 

Toall this L have to eppose what must 
appear a very great inconsistency. By 
no entreaties could | prevail on bim to con- 
less the particular crime for which he was 
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to suffer; by no arguments could I con- 
vince him that such confession, being 
the only restitution, or satisfaction, in his 
power to make, was aduty which he owed 
to the family whom he had injured, to the 
jury who had found him guilty, and to the. 
surrounding world Hie would reply, 
** | have confessed all my sins to God ; he 
knew them all before | confessed them :; 
but I have laid them all before him; J 
have concealed nothing. I forgive all my 
enemies, and all my prosecutors; and I hope 
that God, for Christ’s sake will forgive me.” 
This was the language he invariably used, 
when urged to that particular confession 
which would have been so satisfactory to 
me and to the public at large. I repeated 
my arguments, and multiplied others in 
abundance, after the performance of the 
last service in the chapel; but with the 
same effect. He was evidently over- 
whelmed with distress on my renewing the 
subject; and it grieved me much to be, 
as I conceived, under the painful necessi- 
ty of disturbing and embiitering his few 
remaining moments. He was then pi- 
nioned, and in his last hour. He pressed 
my hand between both his, calling me 
his dear and best friend, and expressing 
himself in the tenderest and most affec- 
tionate terms respecting my attentions to 
him. He thanked me both for my public 
services in the chapel, and for my private 
discourses and prayers with him; and bless- 
ed God that he had ever known me,and that 
he had been brought tothat prison. “ Since 
you have been with me this morning,” said 
he, ‘* Lhave been happier than I ever was 
in my Whole life—I am willing to suffer— 
lam ready togo—The Lord have mercy 
on my soul, tor Jesus Christ’s sake.” 

Hiow far, or whether at all, these ap- 
pearances are to be considered as the 
signs of a real and gracious repentance, is 
beyond any judgment of mine to deter- 
mine. lLonly state facts, 
tomed to such scenes. 
sions from them *. 

It is proper to mention that, in all my in- 
tercourse with him, I spoke to him as a 
person respecting whose guilt I did not en- 


tertain the sinallest doubt ; nor did he, in 


Iam accus- 
i draw no Conclu- 





* The penitent thief confessed his guilt 
and the justice of his condemnation. ‘* We 
indeed”’ suffer ‘* justly ; for we receive the 
due reward of our deeds.”—“ And Joshua 
Said unto Acham, my son, give, I pray 
thee, glory to the Lord God of Israel, and 
make confession unto him, and tell me now 
what thou hast done: hide i not from 

. me.” Eprror, 
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any form whatever, deny the fact ; only 
he wished me to be silent on the subject ; 
and orce said, ‘* Do not press me, I have 
said ali that I can say.’ The generality 
of your readers will find the same difficulty 
which I have done, in reconciling this ap- 
parently contradictory language and con- 
duct; with only this difference, that Iam 
m the habit of witnessing, in other crimi- 
nals, similar inconsistencies and contra- 
dictions, and that I cease to wonder at 
them. There must have been very strong 
reasons, strong | mean in his own mind 
and judgment, to have induced him thus to 
persevere in a resolution, which nothing 
could shake, of not crimivating himself, by 
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any confession ; were we acguainted wit), 
them, though they could not have beep 
such as would justify his conduct, they 
would lessen our surprise. Exclusive of 
this one inconsistency, which I allow to be 
very essential, [should have been disposed 
to say of Patch, that he was one of the most 
penitent criminals T ever attended. 

I shall be glad if this short, but faithful, 
account shall draw from your correspon. 
dents some remarks, which may be both 
generally profitable to others, and particu. 
larly useful to myself, in the future dis. 
charge of a painful but important duty. 

St. Savior's, W. MANN, 
April 21, 1806, 
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ANSWERS ‘TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
ES 
fr An Enquinxer will peruse with care the pages of the Christian Observer, he will ea- 
si'y discover what are the different opinions which have been beld on the doctrine of 


justification. 


. ~ 
@ikczrrwyes 3 2. 


.; AN ANTIsFcULAR PHILosopHER ; and F will be inserted. 


C. W.;R. 5S. T.; D. B.; Muinimus; Jacosus; Kpetrwv; and H.T. are under con- 


sideration. 
Amicus; A Gentite; Evanper ; 


and THEOPHILUS are received. 


Weagree with a CaurcHEMAN that the Church of England can with no propriety be 
called 4rmimiun: but surely it does not follow as a corollary from this, that she is 


i aol ae 
Calvinistic= 


We make no doubt that C. O. T. is correct in his statement. 
tion whatever of the paper to which he alludes ; 


our hands on it. 


But we have no recollec- 
nor should we now know where to lay 


We shall be glad to receive the paper alluded to by R. H. S. 
Mr. Justice Harding’s Speech has never, as far as we can recollect, been sent to us. 
We can assure PELERIN that no one can think worse of the principles and views of the 


Conductors of the Monthly Magazine than we do. 


But we have as yet met with 


nothing in that work which has appeared to us to merit a serious refutation. 


To Sexex we recommend the Commentaries of Henry and Scott; and the Sermous, of 
Beveridge, Walker of Edinburgh, Walker of Truro, Witherspoon, Milner, Gisborne, 
Cooper, and Scott, together with the Essays of the last mentioned gentleman. 


Dr. H. must have seen that our review is a select one, a circumstance which would of it- 
self sufficiently account for the omission of any particular work. Besides this we had 


already expressed our opinion respecting the points in dispute. 


As for the pamphlet 


which he supposes may have operated to his prejudice, we assure him that it never 
made the slightest impression on our minds. 


Ve regret that Anries should have any cause to complain of our inattention. 


tainly received his Epitaph. 


We cer- 





t> We have been desired to state that the Second Annual Meeting of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society will be held at the New London Tavern, in Cheapside, on Wed- 
pesday, the Tth of May next, at 11 o’clock, 


Postscript. The last accounts from the Continent strengthen the apprehensions that 


have been entertained of a renewal of the war. 


The French armies are accumulating 


in Germany, and in consequence of what has occurred in Dalmatia, it is declared 
that Braunan has been reoccupied, aod that the Austrian prisoners on their march 


bome have been stopped. 
recruit the Austriaa armics. 





The greatest exertions are making at the same time te 
The Russiaus are said to be advancing. 











